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William Lambe ESQ - An Abolitionist?

You may have seen this slightly water damaged memorial in Kiddies’ Corner. Older members of the Choir may remember hanging their robes up in front of it before the reordering. The text on it reads:

SACRED TO THE MEMORY OF

ANN

DAUGHTER OF WILLIAM LAMBE ESQ

OF EAST HARDWICK IN THIS COUNTY AND SARAH HIS WIFE

WHO DIED ON THE 4TH OF JANUARY 1770

ALSO OF THE ABOVE-NAMED

WILLIAM LAMBE

WHO DIED ON THE 12TH OF MAY 1782, AGED 71 YEARS

ALSO OF THE ABOVE-NAMED

SARAH LAMBE

WHO DIED ON THE 10TH OF FEBRUARY 1800, AGED 76 YEARS

ALSO OF MARY, DAUGHTER OF THE ABOVE

WILLIAM AND SARAH LAMBE

WHO DIED ON THE 24TH OF NOVEMBER 1803, AGED 53 YEARS

THESE REMAINS ARE DEPOSITED

WITHIN THE OLD CHURCH IN THIS PARISH

ALSO OF JOHN, SON OF THE BEFORE NAMED

WILLLIAM AND SARAH LAMBE WHO DIED IN HIS INFANCY

ALSO OF

WILLIAM LAMBE ESQRE

OF TILGATE HOUSE IN THE COUNTY OF SUSSEX,

AND OF EAST HARDWICK IN THE COUNTY OF YORK

A MAGISTRATE FOR BOTH COUNTIES

AND A BENCHER OF THE HONOURABLE SOCIETY OF GRAY’S INN;

WHO DEPARTED THIS LIFE ON THE 16TH OF MAY 1823

IN THE 74TH YEAR OF HIS AGE

SON OF THE BEFORE-NAMED WILLIAM AND SARAH LAMBE

HIS REMAINS ARE DEPOSITED UNDER CLAPHAM CHURCH

THIS MARBLE IS PLACED HERE AS A TRIBUTE OF RESPECT

BY ELIZABETH RELICT OF THE LAST MENTIONED WILLIAM LAMBE

So how did William Lambe ESQ end up in Clapham?

William was born in Yorkshire in 1749. Like many sons of wealthy people he became a magistrate. The few records that show what William did as a magistrate suggest that he mainly dealt with land disputes. They show that he had chambers at Middle Temple by 1797. He became a Bencher (a member of the governing body) of Gray’s Inn around that time. His address at the time of his death is vaguely recorded in the Clapham burial register as London.

There are two churches in Clapham where William could have been laid to rest. The first is Holy Trinity Church, Clapham Common North Side. Holy Trinity Church is famous for being the base for an evangelical group known as The Clapham Sect. The Clapham Sect was set up in around about 1790 with the aims of liberating slaves, abolishing slavery and reforming the penal system. They were led by the MP William Wilberforce (1759-1833). In order to have been buried in either of the two Clapham Churches, William Lambe would have had to have some sort of link with them. By being both a lawyer and possibly having a link with Holy Trinity Church Lambe may well have been aware of The Clapham Sect and possibly have been a member or supporter. Not everyone who attended Holy Trinity was in support of the end of slavery however. One of Wilberforce’s leading opponents, and founder of the RNLI, George Hibbert MP (1757-1837) lived in Clapham and worshiped at Holy Trinity.

The other church in Clapham where Lambe could have been buried is St Paul’s Church, Rectory Grove which replaced another older church on this site. This was the main burial ground in Clapham. Lambe had another memorial dedicated to him and his wife in St Paul’s which has since been lost. Fortunately, we have a record of it taken in the 1920s:

Wm Lambe, Esq … York … Northern Counties, of the Honourable … of Gray’s Inn, d. May 16 1823, ag. 73.  Eliz., his widow, d 23 Apr., 1847, ag. 77.1

Lambe died 10 years before The Abolition of Slavery in 1833. Although we are unable to prove his involvement in The Clapham Sect it is nice to think that he may have played a part in or supported the campaign to end of slavery.

Jonathan Harris (assisted with the research by Bruce Dalgleish and Adrian Pope)

With special thanks to Holy Trinity Church Clapham and Peter Jefferson Smith for providing us with more information on The Clapham Sect.

Information and dates checked on Google

1It is not recorded whether the memorial said where William Lambe was buried.

