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Dear Sister and Brothers in Christ, 
 
Following the Prime Minister’s announcement last night, it is imperative that for the health 
of the nation and in order for the National Health Service itself to manage the increase in 
those requiring medical help, the Church of England strictly observes the new guidelines 
on staying at home and only making journeys that are absolutely necessary, such as     
shopping for essential items and to take daily exercise. 
 

Our church buildings must now be closed not only for public worship, but for private 
prayer as well and this includes the priest or lay person offering prayer in church on their 
own.  A notice explaining this should be put on the church door.  We must take a lead in 
showing our communities how we must behave in order to slow down the spread of the 
Coronavirus. 
 

We must also do all that we can to provide resources and support for those who are   
isolated, fearful and vulnerable.  But we have to do this from our homes.  A number of   
national online resources (https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/church-
online) including weekly streamed services and daily audio, as well as additional worship 
provision on the BBC are there to help us, and more are on their way. 
 

It is also imperative that as the Church of Jesus Christ, called to offer hope and light in the 
darkness of this world’s ills, we maintain a praying presence for our community, though 
from today onwards this must happen from our hearts and from our homes. 
 

Our Church buildings are closed but the Church must continue to support and encourage 
our communities making use of telephones and other forms of technology to keep in 
touch with people and ensure pastoral care is maintained, and as shepherds of Christ’s 
flock we are committed to making this happen. 
 

In summary, these are the guidelines we must all now follow: 
 
1. Our church buildings are closed for publish worship and for private prayer. 
2. Emergency baptisms can take place in hospital or at home, though subject to strict 

hygiene precautions and physical distancing as far as possible. 
3. There can be no weddings in church buildings until further notice. 
4. Funerals can only happen at the Crematorium or at the graveside.  Only immediate 

family members can attend (if the crematorium allows) - that is, spouse or partner, 
parents and children, keeping their distance in the prescribed way. 

Parish Administrator:  Vivienne Smales      

Email:  stgileschurchpontefract@gmail.com      

(Working from home during these restricted times.)                                                       



5. Live streaming of services is more important than ever and is still permissible from 
homes. 

6. These are unprecedented times.  We are all having to get used to being the Church 
differently.  It is not easy.  However, our belonging to Christ has never been measured 
by the number of people in church on a Sunday morning (though we long for the day 
when this way of knowing Christ can return) but by the service we offer to others. 

 
With our thanks to you all for you are bearing at this extraordinary time.  We know that 
God is with us and we pray with you that in the midst of all this pain and sorrow we can 
remain focused on the One who gives us hope. 
 
With every blessing, 
 
+Justin Cantaur +Sentamu Eboracensis 

Collect 

Most merciful God, 

who by the death and resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ 

delivered and saved the world: 

grant that by faith in him who suffered on the cross 

we may triumph in the power of his victory; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

(or) 

Gracious Father, 

you gave up your Son 

out of love for the world: 

lead us to ponder the mysteries of his passion, 

that we may know eternal peace 

through the shedding of our Saviour’s blood, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Ezekiel 37:1-14 

 
37 The hand of the LORD was on me, and he brought me out by the Spirit of the LORD and 

set me in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2 He led me back and forth among 

them, and I saw a great many bones on the floor of the valley, bones that were very 

dry. 3 He asked me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” 

I said, “Sovereign LORD, you alone know.” 

Collect and Readings for  

29th March—Fifth Sunday of Lent 

Passiontide begins 



4 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them, ‘Dry bones, hear the word 

of the LORD! 5 This is what the Sovereign LORD says to these bones: I will make breath
[a] enter you, and you will come to life. 6 I will attach tendons to you and make flesh come 

upon you and cover you with skin; I will put breath in you, and you will come to life. Then 

you will know that I am the LORD.’” 

7 So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I was prophesying, there was a noise, a rat-

tling sound, and the bones came together, bone to bone. 8 I looked, and tendons and flesh 

appeared on them and skin covered them, but there was no breath in them. 
9 Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say to it, ‘This is 

what the Sovereign LORD says: Come, breath, from the four winds and breathe into these 

slain, that they may live.’” 10 So I prophesied as he commanded me, and breath entered 

them; they came to life and stood up on their feet—a vast army. 

11 Then he said to me: “Son of man, these bones are the people of Israel. They say, ‘Our 

bones are dried up and our hope is gone; we are cut off.’ 12 Therefore prophesy and say to 

them: ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: My people, I am going to open your graves 

and bring you up from them; I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13 Then you, my 

people, will know that I am the LORD, when I open your graves and bring you up from 

them. 14 I will put my Spirit in you and you will live, and I will settle you in your own land. 

Then you will know that I the LORD have spoken, and I have done it, declares the LORD.’” 

 

 

Psalm 130 
1 Out of the depths I cry to you, LORD; 
2     Lord, hear my voice. 

Let your ears be attentive 

    to my cry for mercy. 
3 If you, LORD, kept a record of sins, 

    Lord, who could stand? 
4 But with you there is forgiveness, 

    so that we can, with reverence, serve you. 
5 I wait for the LORD, my whole being waits, 

    and in his word I put my hope. 
6 I wait for the Lord 

    more than watchmen wait for the morning, 

    more than watchmen wait for the morning. 
7 Israel, put your hope in the LORD, 

    for with the LORD is unfailing love 

    and with him is full redemption. 
8 He himself will redeem Israel 

    from all their sins. 
 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel+37.1-14&version=NIV#fen-NIV-21403a


Romans 8.6-11 
6 The mind governed by the flesh is death, but the mind governed by the Spirit is life and 

peace. 7 The mind governed by the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law, 

nor can it do so. 8 Those who are in the realm of the flesh cannot please God. 
9 You, however, are not in the realm of the flesh but are in the realm of the Spirit, if indeed 

the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, they do not 

belong to Christ. 10 But if Christ is in you, then even though your body is subject to death 

because of sin, the Spirit gives life because of righteousness. 11 And if the Spirit of him who 

raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will also 

give life to your mortal bodies because of his Spirit who lives in you. 

 

 

John 11.1-45 
11 Now a man named Lazarus was sick. He was from Bethany, the village of Mary and her 

sister Martha. 2 (This Mary, whose brother Lazarus now lay sick, was the same one who 

poured perfume on the Lord and wiped his feet with her hair.) 3 So the sisters sent word 

to Jesus, “Lord, the one you love is sick.” 
4 When he heard this, Jesus said, “This sickness will not end in death. No, it is for God’s glo-

ry so that God’s Son may be glorified through it.” 5 Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister 

and Lazarus. 6 So when he heard that Lazarus was sick, he stayed where he was two more 

days, 7 and then he said to his disciples, “Let us go back to Judea.” 
8 “But Rabbi,” they said, “a short while ago the Jews there tried to stone you, and yet you 

are going back?” 
9 Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Anyone who walks in the day-

time will not stumble, for they see by this world’s light. 10 It is when a person walks at night 

that they stumble, for they have no light.” 
11 After he had said this, he went on to tell them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep; but I 

am going there to wake him up.” 
12 His disciples replied, “Lord, if he sleeps, he will get better.” 13 Jesus had been speaking of 

his death, but his disciples thought he meant natural sleep. 
14 So then he told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead, 15 and for your sake I am glad I was not 

there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 
16 Then Thomas (also known as Didymus) said to the rest of the disciples, “Let us also go, 

that we may die with him.” 

Jesus Comforts the Sisters of Lazarus 
17 On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four 

days. 18 Now Bethany was less than two miles from Jerusalem, 19 and many Jews had come 

to Martha and Mary to comfort them in the loss of their brother. 20 When Martha heard 

that Jesus was coming, she went out to meet him, but Mary stayed at home. 
21 “Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother would not have 

died. 22 But I know that even now God will give you whatever you ask.” 
23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 
24 Martha answered, “I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.” 
25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, 

even though they die; 26 and whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do you believe 



this?” 
27 “Yes, Lord,” she replied, “I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, who is to 

come into the world.” 
28 After she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary aside. “The Teacher is 

here,” she said, “and is asking for you.” 29 When Mary heard this, she got up quickly and 

went to him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet entered the village, but was still at the place where 

Martha had met him. 31 When the Jews who had been with Mary in the house, comforting 

her, noticed how quickly she got up and went out, they followed her, supposing she was go-

ing to the tomb to mourn there. 
32 When Mary reached the place where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet and said, 

“Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 
33 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come along with her also weeping, 

he was deeply moved in spirit and troubled. 34 “Where have you laid him?” he asked. 

“Come and see, Lord,” they replied. 
35 Jesus wept. 
36 Then the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 
37 But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept 

this man from dying?” 

Jesus Raises Lazarus From the Dead 
38 Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid across 

the entrance. 39 “Take away the stone,” he said. 

“But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead man, “by this time there is a bad odor, for 

he has been there four days.” 
40 Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will see the glory of God?” 
41 So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I thank you that you 

have heard me. 42 I knew that you always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of the peo-

ple standing here, that they may believe that you sent me.” 
43 When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 The dead man 

came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his face. 

Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him go.” 

The Plot to Kill Jesus 
45 Therefore many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary, and had seen what Jesus 

did, believed in him. 

 

 

We pray for those who are ill : 

Linda; Mar; Murray; Hans; Lesley; Gail & Liam; Derek & Janet; Pam & Brian; Cynthia; Brenda; 

Jean; Margaret; Jonathan; Ellie;  Joyce; Barrie; Lucy Nichol; Rhys Williams; Janis Gallagher; 

Catherine & Colin Godridge; Pat Steel; Sandra Cutting; David Murray; Anita Murray;    

Robert Metcalfe; Russ Hunter; Ray Steel; Jean Johnson. 

 

We pray for those who have recently died:   

Stanley Firth; David Adams;  Allan Turner. 

 

And those whose years mind falls at this time:  

Bernard Goddard; Constance Taylor; Dorothy Barnett; Annie Cooksey.  



 

CONTACT DETAILS 
 

During the current Coronavirus crisis, if you would like to receive the weekly notices     
direct to your email address, please would you send your contact details (name, address, 
email and phone number) in order that we can add these to our database.  By sending us 
your contact details you are agreeing to us holding this information.  We assure you that 
this information will used solely for this purpose.   
 

Please send your contact details to stgileschurchpontefract@gmail.com. 
 
 

FUNERAL OF ALLAN TURNER - RIP 

Due to the new Church of England restrictions regarding the full closure of church     

buildings, Allan’s funeral will now be held with close family only at Pontefract Crematorium 

at 11.40am on Monday, 30 March.  Please do hold the family in your prayers at this         

immensely difficult time for them.   

 

The family would still welcome contributions to Allan’s memorial book so please send 

these by post to Dr. J. Blake, 22 Fabian Close, Basingstoke, Hampshire, RG21 8XQ or via 

email to Jan.blake@blakesheaven.co.uk.  Please restrict contributions to no more than 

13cm wide and 19cm high.    

 

Allan’s family would also be very pleased if people would like to make a donation to the 

family’s chosen charity – The Children’s Society.  Donations should be sent directly to The 

Children’s Society, Edward Rudolf House, 69 – 85 Margery Street, London, WC1X.   

Publication Deadlines 

Wednesday April 1st:  Deadline for Notices.   

Items must be received by 3:00 p.m.  Please e-mail Vivienne Smales at       

stgileschurchpontefract@gmail.com 
 

April 19th:  Deadline for May’s Parish Magazine 

Please e-mail items to both brucedalgleish0@gmail.com and stgmmonthlymag@gmx.com 



If you would like something posted on our social media platforms, please 

email stgmsocialmedia@gmail.com  
 

To keep in touch with the latest news from the Parish, please visit our  websites: 

www.stgilespontefract.org.uk          www.stgilescentrepontefract.org.uk.   

Like us on Facebook www.facebook.com/stgilespontefract   

Follow us on Twitter @CofEPontefract  

Follow us on Instagram stgilespontefract 
         

We look forward to hearing from you soon! 

A note concerning Giving from David Leigh, our Treasurer 

 

The CofE Stewardship and Income Generation Team has asked us to highlight the impact of 

the decline in income from lettings, donations and offertories during the current Corona-

virus outbreak. 

 

A significant number (45%) of our parishioners already donate via Direct Debit and    

Standing Orders from their banks and we are extremely grateful for that contribution.  In 

the current circumstances, we would like to encourage individuals who would normally 

bring cash into church to continue making their weekly/monthly contributions via their 

bank.  This will make a significant difference to our cash flow in the weeks and months 

ahead. 

 

Equally, at this time, many people may be concerned about income and livelihoods and we 

do not want them to feel any additional burden of worry about their financial giving at this 

time. 

 

If you would like to change your method of giving to Direct Debit, you can do this by   

contacting your bank by phone (if you have the Telephone Banking facility) or online if you 

have internet banking.  Although you can visit your bank in person to make this change, we 

are not encouraging you to consider this option during the current lockdown period. 

 

Details of our church bank account are as follows: 

 

Account Name:  St Giles Parochial Church Council 

Bank:  Yorkshire Bank, 25 Ropergate, Pontefract, WF8 1LQ 

Sort Code:  05-06-71                     

Account Number:  16172795 
 

With every good wish to you all.  Stay safe.                                                    

 

David Leigh 

Treasurer 

mailto:stgmsocialmedia@gmail.com

