
  

 The Parish Church of St. Giles  

with St Mary’s, Pontefract 

Easter Day 
 

12th April 2020 

The empty cross, the empty tomb 

He is risen. 

Alleluia! 



2 

 
Welcome 

Below is an edited copy of the service sheet that would have been used this 

weekend for Easter Sunday.  Perhaps you would like to use some of the 

prayers contained in this and read the Scripture passages. You might even like 

to sing the hymns, a search on YouTube should provide you with the music.  I 

look forward to the day when we can again share Parish Mass together.  

 

May the peace of God which passes all understanding guard your hearts and 

minds in Christ Jesus. 

 

Canon June 

 

 

 

 

A period of quiet reflection is kept  

during which you may wish to use the Prayer of Preparation: 

Almighty God, 

to whom all hearts are open, 

all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hidden: 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you, 

and worthily magnify your holy name; 

through Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

A bell is rung to begin our worship. 
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The Service of Light 
Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation,  

to you be glory and praise for ever. 

Your steadfast love extends to the heavens  

and your faithfulness never ceases.  

Illuminate our hearts with your wisdom  

and strengthen our lives with your word,  

for you are the fountain of life;  

in your light we see true light.  

Blessed be God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  

Blessed be God for ever.  

 
The president says 

 

Christ yesterday and today,  

the beginning and the end,  

Alpha and Omega,  

all time belongs to him,  

and all ages;  

to him be glory and power,  

through every age and for ever.  Amen. 

        
The Easter candle is marked at this point. Nails or incense studs may be inserted into the 
Easter Candle.  

 

By his holy and glorious wounds  

may Christ our Lord guard and keep us.  

Amen. 

 

This is the day when our Lord passed from death to life. Throughout the 

world Christians celebrate the awesome power of God.  As we hear his 

word and proclaim all that God has done, we can be confident that we shall 

share his victory over death and live with him for ever. 
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A minister lights the Easter Candle, saying 

 

May the light of Christ, rising in glory,  

banish all darkness from our hearts and minds. 

 
The minister says 

 

See, here, in our very midst: The light of Christ. 

Thanks be to God.  

The altar candles are lit 

 

The Exsultet 
The Exsultet (the Easter Song of praise) is sung.  

 

Choirs of angels, stars and planets: 

all God’s people sing and dance. 

  

All creation, Church of God: 

all God’s people sing and dance. 

  

We praise you Lord of life and death: 

we glorify your name: 

all God’s people sing and dance. 

  

This is the day you set us free, 

bringing us home in love; 

holy day, when you led your people 

through the fearsome sea: 

  

This is the day you brought your Son 

through the doors of death; 
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O holy day, when death takes flight 

and hope is born again: 

  

This is the day our tears of sadness 

turn to shouts of joy; 

holy day, when the choirs of earth 

sing the songs of heaven: 

 

This is the day when Christ our Light 

makes the darkness bright: 

 

Christ is the life that knows no end. 

Christ is the love that burns within. 

Christ is the peace that floods the world. 

Christ is the Lord who reigns on high. 

All God’s people sing and dance. Amen 

 

A joyful organ fanfare may be played 

 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

All  He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

 

Gloria in Excelsis 
Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks, 

we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 

have mercy on us; 



6 

 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory  

The Collect  for Easter Day  

Lord of all life and power, 

who through the mighty resurrection of your Son 

overcame the old order of sin and death 

to make all things new in him: 

grant that we, being dead to sin 

and alive to you in Jesus Christ, 

may reign with him in glory; 

to whom with you and the Holy Spirit 

be praise and honour, glory and might, 

now and in all eternity. 

Amen. 

The Liturgy of the Word  

First Reading    Acts 10.34-43 
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles. 

Peter began to speak to those assembled in the house of Cornelius. ‘I truly 

understand that God shows no partiality,  but in every nation anyone who 

fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him.  You know the message 

he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ – he is Lord 

of all.  That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the 

baptism that John announced:  how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the 

Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all 

who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him.  We are witnesses 

to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by 

hanging him on a tree;  but God raised him on the third day and allowed him 

to appear,  not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as     

witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead.  He 

commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one    
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ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead.  All the prophets testify 

about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins 

through his name.’  

This is the word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Alleluia 

Gospel Reading   Matthew 28.1-10 
Alleluia, alleluia. 

I am the first and the last, says the Lord, and the living one; 

I was dead, and behold I am alive for evermore. 

Alleluia 

 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene 

and the other Mary went to see the tomb. And suddenly there was a great 

earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, came and 

rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, and his 

clothing white as snow. For fear of him the guards shook and became like 

dead men. But the angel said to the women, ‘Do not be afraid; I know that 

you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. He is not here; for he has been 

raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell 

his disciples, “He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead 

of you to Galilee; there you will see him.” This is my 

message for you.’ So they left the tomb quickly with 

fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 

Suddenly Jesus met them and said, ‘Greetings!’ And 

they came to him, took hold of his feet, and 

worshipped him. Then Jesus said  

to them,  ‘Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers  

to go to Galilee; there they will see me.’ 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Sermon 

 

Renewal of Baptism Vows 
As we celebrate the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ from the dead, we 

remember that through the paschal mystery we have died and been buried with 

him in baptism, so that we may rise with him to a new life within the   family of 

his Church. Now that we have completed our observance of lent,   we renew 

the promises made at our baptism, affirming our allegiance to  Christ and our 

rejection of all that is evil. Therefore I ask you these questions: 

Do you turn to Christ? 

I turn to Christ  

Do you repent of your sins?  

I repent of my sins 

Do you renounce evil?  

I renounce evil  

And now I ask you to make the profession of Christian faith into which you 

were baptised, and in which you live and grow. 

Do you believe and trust in God the Father, who made the world? 

I believe and trust in him.  

Do you believe and trust in his Son Jesus Christ, who redeemed humanity? 

I believe and trust in him.  

Do you believe and trust in his holy Spirit, who  gives life to the people of God? 

I believe and trust in him.  

 

Almighty God, 

we thank you for our fellowship in the household of faith 

with all who have been baptized into your name. 

Keep us faithful to our baptism, 

and so make us ready for that day 

when the whole creation shall be made perfect in your Son, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession 
In the power of the Spirit  

and in union with Christ, 

let us pray to the Father. 

 

After each prayer:  Lord, in your mercy 

     hear our prayer. 

 

Those who  are ill : 

Eric; Linda; Mar; Murray; Hans; Lesley; Gail & Liam; Derek & Janet; Pam & Brian; 

Cynthia; Brenda; Jean; Margaret; Jonathan; Ellie;  Joyce; Barrie; Lucy Nichol; Rhys 

Williams; Janis Gallagher; Catherine & Colin Godridge; Pat Steel; Sandra 

Cutting; David Murray; Anita Murray; Robert Metcalfe; Russ Hunter; Ray Steel; 

Jean Johnson. 

 

We pray for those who have recently died 

Allan Turner; Donald Chessman; Alan Netherwood. 

 

And those whose years mind falls at this time: 
George Campling; Eileen Whitney. 

 

 

At the end:   Merciful Father 

accept these prayers 

for the sake of your Son, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 
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The Liturgy of the Sacrament 

The Peace 
Alleluia. Christ has been raised from the dead.    1 Corinthians 15.20 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 

and also with you. 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 

All may exchange a sign of peace. 

Preparation of the Altar 

Offertory Hymn    

Hymn     (120)  
Thine be the glory, risen, conquering Son, 

endless is the victory, Thou o’er death hast won. 

Angels in bright raiment rolled the stone away, 

kept the folded grave clothes where Thy body lay. 

 Thine be the glory, risen conquering Son, 

 endless is the vict’ry, Thou o’er death hast won. 

Lo! Jesus meets us, risen from the tomb; 

lovingly He greets us, scatters fear and gloom; 

let the church with gladness, hymns of triumph sing; 

for her Lord now liveth, death hath lost its sting. 

 Thine be the glory.... 

No more we doubt Thee, glorious Prince of life; 

life is naught without Thee; aid us in our strife; 

make us more than conquerors, through Thy deathless love: 

bring us safe through Jordan to Thy home above. 

 Thine be the glory.... 
French, Edmond Budry, 1854-1932, Tr. Richard Hoyle 1875-1939 
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Taking of the Bread and Wine 
Creator of all, 

you wash away our sins, 

you give us new birth by the Spirit, 

and redeem us in the blood of Christ. 

As we celebrate the resurrection, 

renew your gift of life within us. 

We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ the risen Lord. 

Amen. 

Prayer over the Gifts 
Pray, my brothers and sisters 

that this my sacrifice and yours 

may be acceptable to God, 

the almighty Father. 

May the Lord accept the sacrifice 

at your hands 

for the praise and glory of his name, 

for our good 

and the good of all his church. 

The Eucharistic Prayer 
Let us pray. 

The Lord is here. 

His Spirit is with us. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

always and everywhere to give you thanks, 

almighty and eternal Father, 

and on this day of our redemption 

to celebrate with joyful hearts 

the memory of your wonderful works. 
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For by the mystery of his passion 

Jesus Christ, your risen Son, 

has conquered the powers of death and hell 

and restored in men and women the image of your glory. 

He has placed them once more in paradise 

and opened to them the gate of life eternal. 

And so, in the joy of this Passover, 

earth and heaven resound with gladness, 

while angels and archangels and the powers of all creation 

sing for ever the hymn of your glory:  

 

Sanctus & Benedictus 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Accept our praises, heavenly Father,  

through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ,  

and as we follow his example and obey his command,  

grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit  

these gifts of bread and wine  

may be to us his body and his blood;  

who, in the same night that he was betrayed,  

took bread and gave you thanks;  

he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;  

do this in remembrance of me.  

In the same way, after supper  

he took the cup and gave you thanks;  

he gave it to them, saying:  

Drink this, all of you;   

this is my blood of the new covenant,  

which is shed for you and for many  
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for the forgiveness of sins.  

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.  

Therefore, heavenly Father,  

we remember his offering of himself  

made once for all upon the cross;  

we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension;  

we look for the coming of your kingdom,  

and with this bread and this cup  

we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord.  

Great is the mystery of faith: 

 

Christ has died: 

Christ is risen: 

Christ will come again. 

 

Accept through him, our great high priest,  

this our sacrifice of thanks and praise,  

and as we eat and drink these holy gifts  

in the presence of your divine majesty,  

renew us by your Spirit,  

inspire us with your love  

and unite us in the body of your Son,  

Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Through him, and with him, and in him,  

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  

with all who stand before you in earth and heaven,  

we worship you, Father almighty,  

in songs of everlasting praise:  

Blessing and honour and glory and power  

be yours for ever and ever. 

Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
Rejoicing in our Saviour’s resurrection, 

let us pray with confidence as he taught us 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

the power and the glory, 

for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

Breaking of the Bread 
The president breaks the consecrated bread.  

Jesus says, I am the bread of life, whoever eats this bread will live for ever. 

Lord, our hearts hunger for you; give us this bread always.  

Agnus Dei 
Jesus, Lamb of God, 

have mercy on us. 

Jesus, bearer of our sins, 

have mercy on us. 

Jesus, redeemer of the world, 

grant us your peace. 

 

Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 

Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 
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Prayer 
We use this prayer as a spiritual act of communion 

In union, O Lord with the faithful at every altar of your Church, 

where the Holy Eucharist is celebrated, I desire to offer you praise 

and thanksgiving. 

I present to you my soul and body with the earnest wish that I may 

always be united to you. And since I cannot now receive you 

sacramentally, I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. I unite 

myself to you, and embrace you with all the affections of my soul. 

Let nothing ever separate you from me. May I live and die in your 

love.  

Amen. 

Prayer after Communion 
Silence is kept. 

Let us pray. 

God of Life, 

who for our redemption gave your only-begotten Son 

to the death of the cross, 

and by his glorious resurrection 

have delivered us from the power of our enemy: 

grant us so to die daily to sin, 

that we may evermore live with him in the joy of his risen life; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

The Blessing and Dismissal 
The Lord be with you 

and also with you. 

God the Father, by whose love Christ was raised 

from the dead, 

open to you who believe the gates of everlasting 

life. 

 Amen. 
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God the Son, who in bursting the grave has won a glorious victory, 

give you joy as you share the Easter faith. 

Amen. 

God the Holy Spirit, whom the risen Lord breathed into his disciples, 

empower you and fill you with Christ’s peace. 

Amen. 

And the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you always. 

Amen. 

 

Hymn     (110)  
Jesus Christ is risen to-day,  Alleluia, 

our triumphant holy day,  Alleluia, 

who did once, upon the cross,  Alleluia, 

suffer to redeem our loss,  Alleluia. 

Hymns of praise then let us sing,  Alleluia, 

unto Christ, our heavenly King,  Alleluia, 

who endured the Cross and grave,  Alleluia, 

sinners to redeem and save,  Alleluia. 

But the pains that he endured  Alleluia, 

our salvation have procured;  Alleluia, 

now above the sky he’s King,  Alleluia, 

where the angels ever sing,  Alleluia. 
Lyra Davidica (1708) 

  

 

He is not here. He is risen. 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. Alleluia, alleluia. 

In the name of Christ. Amen.  

Alleluia, alleluia. 

The clergy and people depart. 

Organ Voluntary 
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He has been raised; he is not here.  

 
 


