
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Easter Day Homily 2020 



 

 

 

 

‘He is not here for he has been raised….’ words from the angel to the 

women who go to the tomb early in the morning to honour the body of 

our Lord, the backdrop a moving earth and a moving stone.  

 

They too are ‘moved’: moved from grief and sadness through 

quickening fear to great joy. 

 

We read ‘They left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to 

tell the disciples.’ 

 

The stillness and sadness and emptiness of life that accompanied Jesus’ 

placing in the tomb, is replaced by an explosion of sound and 

movement.  

 

This is no time to be rooted to the spot, pondering what has taken 

place, it is a time to get up and go!  

 

For the paralysing forces of death and destruction, cannot overcome the 

energy of God at work. As someone wrote, ‘God’s new creation bursts 

forth from the place of greatest desolation.’ Echoed by that little phrase 

in the Exsultet ‘This is the day when Christ our light, makes the 

darkness bright.’ 

 

‘Get up and go’ says the angel ‘go quickly and tell his disciples.’ But 

don’t let them ponder either, tell them to go to Galilee, there they will 

see Him.’ 

 

I haven’t noticed before the energy in this story, maybe it’s a result of 
living in days when our capacity to get up and go to see people is very 
limited.  
 



 

 

We are told Jesus is ‘going ahead of them to Galilee’ and they are 

summoned to join him. And we are summoned also to journey with 

them. And we may well wonder as they might: what is the significance 

of going to Galilee?  

 

Well, it is indeed the place where everything began. It is the place 

where they were called into discipleship. ‘There they had left 

everything and followed him.’ In the towns and villages around Galilee, 

Jesus had taught them to see life differently as he healed the sick, and 

announced in word and deed the coming of God’s kingdom. He had 

spoken of his death and resurrection when they hadn’t ears to hear it. 

Jesus calls them back to Galilee in order that they might re-read 

everything through the lens of the cross and His Resurrection. I’m 

reminded of T S Elliot’s poem,  
 

We shall not cease from exploration 

And the end of all our exploring 
Will be to arrive where we started  
And know the place for the first time’. 
 
The journey they make to Galilee will offer the possibility for new 
understanding and new insight.  
 
The energy present in the Resurrection story summons us also to 
new understanding. We, along with them, can re-read our life story 
with all its joys, sadness’s, grief and pain in the light of God’s story 
of resurrection.  
 
A friend of mine sent an Easter message yesterday, she wrote: 
‘How strange Easter is this year, no joyful celebrations in church, no 
visits from family and friends. We are all living in unsteady and 
uncertain times. A strange quietness has settled on our land, a 
catastrophe from a stealthy enemy, the quietness of illness and 
fear. Yet Easter is here and the breathed rumour of His 
Resurrection has happened. We have lived our way into Easter joy 
and a new journey toward Pentecost will unfold. He is Risen!’  
 



 

 

On this day that we renew our baptismal vows, ‘the Galilee’ of our 
call to faith, may we rediscover our baptism as a living spring; may 
today be a day when we  draw new energy from the sources of our 
faith and our Christian experience’. Through our baptism we share 
in Christ’s resurrection and are raised to new life in Christ. Baptism 

reminds us of our call to walk in newness of life.  Let the light of 

Christ shine into all those dark places that these times bring.  
 
They went to Galilee, to meet with the risen Lord, they met him, 
heard his call to share the good news of the Resurrection, and they 
were left with a promise: ‘Lo I am with you always to the end of the 
age’. Today as we celebrate the Resurrection, hear afresh those 
words on this Easter day. Hasten to Galilee in your hearts and 
minds. For Christ is risen. He waits to greet you. 
 
Canon June Lawson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 


