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HOLY WEEK RESOURCES 

Dear all 

Warmest of greetings to you. I hope you all doing ok. 

We may not be together to journey through Holy Week in the usual way, but we can   

connect with the story of the last days of our Lord through a variety of resources. From 

the diocese, +Nick will be recording a short piece each day from Palm Sunday to Easter 

day, available on the diocesan website:  https://www.leeds.anglican.org Nationally, there will 

be some form of pre-recorded service from the big players such as St Paul’s Cathedral and 

from the chapels of the Archbishops. A simple online search will point you in the right    

direction. 

At home, please do check out the Holy Week Header amongst the ‘headings’ on the St 

Giles parish website. This contains the Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday Mass booklets for 

Holy Week. Homilies for each of these services will be uploaded as we go. There is also 

the service of Night Prayer which contains ‘options’ to use during Holy Week. Simple    

Orders of morning prayers for Holy Week and Eastertide are also added. The schedule of 

Bible readings booklet also covers this period. 

For Stations of the Cross, three different booklets are provided: one containing      

readings and poetry from Malcolm Guide, also a traditional booklet of readings, prayers 

and responses, and another with some images and reflections in addition to readings. This 

is produced by the Jesuits. There is also a children’s stations of the cross with images to 

colour in and a little verse to accompany the image. 

There is also a Good Friday booklet of reflections and music based on the Anglo-Saxon 

poem, ‘The Dream of the Rood’, written by Deacon Selina Nisbett. 

There is also ‘A Lockdown Easter according to the Gospel of Matthew’ with daily readings, 

and ‘something to think about’ and ‘something to do each day’ by Vanessa Cole. 

Finally, ’All Age Journey through Holy Week’ by Jo Neary. 

The Children, Young People and Families team have started two virtual communities on 

the Diocesan Learning Platform form for those involved in ministry with children, young 

people and families. Light at Home is a group for resourcing families with faith based  

activities for use at home and can be found using this link. https://

learning.leeds.anglican.org/listing/?term=3 

Holy Week and Easter activities will be available from 2nd April. 

A Digest of Spiritual Resources is also available to view under Worship at Home on our 

website. 

Parish Administrator:  Vivienne Smales   

Parish office:  01977 790448 

(Messages will be checked regularly) 

Email:  stgileschurchpontefract@gmail.com      

https://www.leeds.anglican.org
https://learning.leeds.anglican.org/listing/?term=3
https://learning.leeds.anglican.org/listing/?term=3


The Service booklets for Maundy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter Sunday and 

homilies for each service will be added onto the website as we go. 

I will try to live stream the services (on Facebook) at the following times. There can be connection 

problems, but I will do my best. 

Palm Sunday 10.00am 

Monday of Holy Week. (Mass) 9.30am 

Tuesday of Holy Week (Mass) 9.30am 

Wednesday of Holy Week (Mass) 9.30am 

Maundy Thursday: 7.00pm 

Good Friday: 2.00pm 

Easter Sunday: 10.00am 

All services stay on the Facebook page after they have been live-streamed, so can be      

accessed at later times than as set.     

Fr Mark is also able to video services using his Youtube account. If you go on the All Saints 

website, you will find details of when the pre-recorded services are occurring. Again they 

remain on the site once recorded. He will record Compline for Holy Week on Monday, 

Tuesday and Wednesday. 

Easter blessings to you all. 

Canon June 

Collect 
Almighty and everlasting God, 

who in your tender love towards the human race 

sent your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ 

to take upon him our flesh 

and to suffer death upon the cross: 

grant that we may follow the example of his patience and humility, 

and also be made partakers of his resurrection; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 
 

Palm Gospel: 

Matthew 21.1-11 

21 As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives,  

Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go to the village ahead of you, and at once 

Collect and Readings for  
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you will find a donkey tied there, with her colt by her. Untie them and bring them to 

me. 3 If anyone says anything to you, say that the Lord needs them, and he will send 

them right away.” 
4 This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet: 
5  “Say to Daughter Zion, 

      ‘See, your king comes to you, 

 gentle and riding on a donkey, 

      and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’” 

6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them. 7 They brought the donkey 

and the colt and placed their cloaks on them for Jesus to sit on. 8 A very large crowd 

spread their cloaks on the road, while others cut branches from the trees and spread 

them on the road. 9 The crowds that went ahead of him and those that followed 

shouted, 

 “Hosanna to the Son of David!” 

 “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” 

 “Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 
10 When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred and asked, “Who is 

this?” 
11 The crowds answered, “This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee.” 
 

 

Philippians 2.5-11 
5 In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: 
6 Who, being in very nature God, 

    did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage; 
7 rather, he made himself nothing 

    by taking the very nature of a servant, 

    being made in human likeness. 
8 And being found in appearance as a man, 

    he humbled himself 

    by becoming obedient to death— 

        even death on a cross! 
9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place 

    and gave him the name that is above every name, 
10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 

    in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
11 and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

    to the glory of God the Father. 
 

 

 



Liturgy of the Passion: 

Matthew 27.11-54 

11 Meanwhile Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him, “Are 
you the king of the Jews?”  

 “You have said so,” Jesus replied.  
12 When he was accused by the chief priests and the elders, he gave no answer. 
13 Then Pilate asked him, “Don’t you hear the testimony they are bringing against 
you?” 14 But Jesus made no reply, not even to a single charge—to the great amaze-
ment of the governor.  
15 Now it was the governor’s custom at the festival to release a prisoner chosen by 
the crowd. 16 At that time they had a well-known prisoner whose name was Jesus-
Barabbas. 17 So when the crowd had gathered, Pilate asked them, “Which one do 
you want me to release to you: Jesus Barabbas, or Jesus who is called the Messiah?” 
18 For he knew it was out of self-interest that they had handed Jesus over to him.  
19 While Pilate was sitting on the judge’s seat, his wife sent him this message: “Don’t 
have anything to do with that innocent man, for I have suffered a great deal today in 
a dream because of him.”  
20 But the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas and 
to have Jesus executed.  
21 “Which of the two do you want me to release to you?” asked the governor.  

 “Barabbas,” they answered.  
22 “What shall I do, then, with Jesus who is called the Messiah?” Pilate asked.  

 They all answered, “Crucify him!”  
23 “Why? What crime has he committed?” asked Pilate.  

 But they shouted all the louder, “Crucify him!”  
24 When Pilate saw that he was getting nowhere, but that instead an uproar was 
starting, he took water and washed his hands in front of the crowd. “I am innocent 
of this man’s blood,” he said. “It is your responsibility!”  
25 All the people answered, “His blood is on us and on our children!”  
26 Then he released Barabbas to them. But he had Jesus flogged, and handed him 
over to be crucified.  
27 Then the governor’s soldiers took Jesus into the Praetorium and gathered the 
whole company of soldiers around him. 28 They stripped him and put a scarlet robe 
on him, 29 and then twisted together a crown of thorns and set it on his head. They 
put a staff in his right hand. Then they knelt in front of him and mocked him. “Hail, 
king of the Jews!” they said. 30 They spit on him, and took the staff and struck him on 
the head again and again. 31 After they had mocked him, they took off the robe and 
put his own clothes on him. Then they led him away to crucify him.  
32 As they were going out, they met a man from Cyrene, named Simon, and they 



forced him to carry the cross. 33 They came to a place called Golgotha (which 
means “the place of the skull”). 34 There they offered Jesus wine to drink, mixed with 
gall; but after tasting it, he refused to drink it. 35 When they had crucified him, they 
divided up his clothes by casting lots. 36 And sitting down, they kept watch over him 
there. 37 Above his head they placed the written charge against him: THIS IS JESUS, THE 
KING OF THE JEWS.  
38 Two rebels were crucified with him, one on his right and one on his left. 39 Those 
who passed by hurled insults at him, shaking their heads 40 and saying, “You who are 
going to destroy the temple and build it in three days, save yourself! Come down 
from the cross, if you are the Son of God!” 41 In the same way the chief priests, the 
teachers of the law and the elders mocked him. 42 “He saved others,” they said, “but 
he can’t save himself! He’s the king of Israel! Let him come down now from the 
cross, and we will believe in him. 43 He trusts in God. Let God rescue him now if he 
wants him, for he said, ‘I am the Son of God.’” 44 In the same way the rebels who 
were crucified with him also heaped insults on him.  
45 From noon until three in the afternoon darkness came over all the land. 46 About 
three in the afternoon Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema 
sabachthani?” (which means “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”).  
47 When some of those standing there heard this, they said, “He’s calling Elijah.”  
48 Immediately one of them ran and got a sponge. He filled it with wine vinegar, put 
it on a staff, and offered it to Jesus to drink. 49 The rest said, “Now leave him alone. 
Let’s see if Elijah comes to save him.”  
50 And when Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, he gave up his spirit.  
51 At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top to bottom. 
The earth shook, the rocks split 52 and the tombs broke open. The bodies of many 
holy people who had died were raised to life. 53 They came out of the tombs after 
Jesus’ resurrection and went into the holy city and appeared to many people.  
54 When the centurion and those with him who were guarding Jesus saw the earth-
quake and all that had happened, they were terrified, and exclaimed, “Surely he was 
the Son of God!”  

We pray for those who are ill : 

Linda; Mar; Murray; Hans; Lesley; Gail & Liam; Derek & Janet; Pam & Brian; Cynthia; Brenda; 

Jean; Margaret; Jonathan; Ellie;  Joyce; Barrie; Lucy Nichol; Rhys Williams; Janis Gallagher; 

Catherine & Colin Godridge; Pat Steel; Sandra Cutting; David Murray; Anita Murray;    

Robert Metcalfe; Russ Hunter; Ray Steel; Jean Johnson. 

 

We pray for those who have recently died:   

Allan Turner; Donald Chessman. 

 

And those whose years mind falls at this time:  

Mabel Hemmingway; Hilda Winifred Mercer;  Frank Whitney 



A NOTE CONCERNING GIVING FROM DAVID LEIGH, OUR TREASURER 

The CofE Stewardship and Income Generation Team has asked us to highlight the impact of 

the decline in income from lettings, donations and offertories during the current Corona-

virus outbreak. 

A significant number (45%) of our parishioners already donate via Direct Debit and    

Standing Orders from their banks and we are extremely grateful for that contribution.  In 

the current circumstances, we would like to encourage individuals who would normally 

bring cash into church to continue making their weekly/monthly contributions via their 

bank.  This will make a significant difference to our cash flow in the weeks and months 

ahead. 

Equally, at this time, many people may be concerned about income and livelihoods and we 

do not want them to feel any additional burden of worry about their financial giving at this 

time. 

If you would like to change your method of giving to Direct Debit, you can do this by   

contacting your bank by phone (if you have the Telephone Banking facility) or online if you 

have internet banking.  Although you can visit your bank in person to make this change, we 

are not encouraging you to consider this option during the current lockdown period. 

Details of our church bank account are as follows: 

Account Name:  St Giles Parochial Church Council 

Bank:  Yorkshire Bank, 25 Ropergate, Pontefract, WF8 1LQ 

Sort Code:  05-06-71                     

Account Number:  16172795 

With every good wish to you all.  Stay safe.                                                    

David Leigh 

Treasurer 

DONALD CHESSMAN—RIP 

It is with great sadness that we tell you that Donald passed away early on the   

morning of Saturday, 28 March. He died peacefully and suddenly in his sleep. May 

Donald Rest in Peace and Rise in Glory. Donald’s funeral service will take place on 

16th April at 11.40am at Pontefract crematorium. Current restrictions around       

funerals mean that only representatives from the immediate family can be in          

attendance. His life will, in due course, be celebrated at St Giles when all family 

and friends will be able to be present.  



If you would like something posted on our social media platforms, please 

email stgmsocialmedia@gmail.com  

 

 

 

 

To keep in touch with the latest news from the Parish, please visit our          
websites: 

 

www.stgilespontefract.org.uk           

www.stgilescentrepontefract.org.uk.   

Like us on Facebook www.facebook.com/stgilespontefract   

Follow us on Twitter @CofEPontefract  

Follow us on Instagram stgilespontefract 

    

We look forward to hearing from you soon! 

Publication Deadlines 

Wednesday April 8th:  Deadline for Notices.   

Items must be received by 3:00 p.m.  Please e-mail Vivienne Smales at       

stgileschurchpontefract@gmail.com 
 

Sunday, April 19th:  Deadline for May’s Parish Magazine.  Please e-mail items to 

both brucedalgleish0@gmail.com and stgmmonthlymag@gmx.com 

CONTACT DETAILS 
 

During the current Coronavirus crisis, if you would like to receive the weekly notices di-
rect to your email address, please would you send your contact details (name, address, 
email and phone  number) in    order that we can add these to our database.  By sending 
us your  contact details you are agreeing to us holding this information.  We assure you 
that this  information will be used solely for the purpose of keeping in contact with you.   
 

Please send your contact details to stgileschurchpontefract@gmail.com. 
 
 
 

mailto:stgmsocialmedia@gmail.com

