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Please Note 
 

Obviously the actual occurrence of any event outlined in the magazine this 

month is completely out of our control.  This e-magazine is simply produced 

in the hope that its pages promise a return to normality as soon as possible. 

 

God bless and keep you all safe. 

 

The Editorial team 
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PARISH OF PONTEFRACT 

St Giles’ with St Mary 

 

Canon June writes 
 

Holy Week and Easter celebrations will be very different for us this year. Not 

to be able to go to church and make the journey with our Lord in the most 

sacred of all our church seasons is unprecedented in my lifetime, but maybe 

not in yours. For the wartime years may well have impacted people’s capacity 

to attend churches for public worship.  

 

The fact that our churches can no longer offer public worship and will soon 

no longer be open for private prayer, will feel very hard. Our Archbishops 

encourage us to find ways of maintaining our prayer and worship apart from 

the usual Sunday and mid-week round of worship. The Church of England is 

working hard to help us, as is our diocese. Our church phones, website, 

twitter and Facebook pages are the ways in which we can help to provide 

and signpost you to ‘resources’ that will help in that task. Please keep an eye 

on them. Being a ‘people of prayer’ is a renewed calling for each one of us in 

these days. 

 

The church’s role in providing a space for friendship and fellowship will also 

be temporarily lost. A lady came in sat in church today and told me (from a 

distance!) of her fears of being isolated if she had to stay in. The question for 

all of us is, how do we help to prevent this: who might we be able to ring 

today and enjoy conversation with? How might we forge bonds of care and 

friendship in these difficult days? 

 

I wrote a homily for Mothering Sunday a couple of weeks ago. I especially 

noticed in the Gospel reading how Jesus, in the midst of a crisis, looked to 

form a community of care. 
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‘The cross was a moment of crisis in Mary’s world and that of the followers 

of Jesus. It is described in the Gospels as a moment when darkness covers 

the land. Fear and desolation fill hearts and minds. Hopes are seemingly 

dashed and his followers’ risk being scattered, unable to support and 

encourage each other, to remind each other of Jesus’ teaching that would 

sustain them in ‘such a time as this.’  

 

Jesus from the cross beholds his mother and friend, and directs that they 

begin to create a new form of family. Here are the seeds of the Christian 

worldwide family, because on the cross Jesus gives birth to the church, the 

Christian family. He enters into the depths of human suffering and makes life 

and love possible in a new way. In the midst of crisis, Jesus calls into being 

the beginnings of a community of care. Today as we remember His mother’s 

story and hold it alongside our own, we too are reminded that in moments 

of crisis, our understanding of what it is to be ‘family’ can expand. Let us look 

beyond ourselves to each other. Today write that letter, make that phone call, 

remind someone that they are as family to you by your care and valuing of 

them. Above all pray for each other’. 

 

‘How shall we sing the Lord’s song in a strange land’ cried the psalmist 

(Psalm 137) when they were cut off from what held them together as a 

Community of faith. We must do our best to try and be church in different 

ways.  

 

Hope is at the heart of the Gospel message, let us endeavour in these days 

to ‘be drawn by hope and not driven by fear.’ ‘Let God’s word richly dwell 

within you’ as St Paul encourages. 

 

‘May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so 

that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit’. (Romans 

15:13) 

  

Canon June 
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A Junior Wordsearch 
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St Giles’ on Mothering Sunday 
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Joyce’s Jottings 
 

When did the custom of giving chocolate eggs at Easter first begin? 

Could it be from the mid 1800s when the Easter Bunny first hopped on to 

the scene? 

In the 1800s egg shaped presents were being made from many materials, 

porcelain, wax and precious metals. Faberge made jewelled eggs for the 

Russian Czars, which are now worth millions. 

Chocolate eggs were first made in 1873 by J.S.Fry and sons, followed in 1875 

by Cadburys, who in the run up to Easter now make one and a half million 

Creme Eggs every day. 

In 1307 King Edward 1st gave 18 pence for 450 eggs to be boiled and then 

covered In gold leaf as gifts for his friends. 

But in even earlier times, eggs were given as Springtime presents. 

A decorated egg, five thousand years old was found in an Egyptian tomb, but 

an engraved ostrich egg has been found in Africa that is sixty thousand years 

old. 

An Anglo-Saxon legend tells how the Saxon Goddess Eostre found a 

wounded bird and transformed it into a hare so that it could survive the 

Winter. In the Spring the hare found it could lay eggs so it left decorated 

eggs as an offering to Eostre. So, it is only a short hop to the Easter Bunny! 

Long, long ago the ancient Egyptians, Persians, Phoenicians and Hindus 

believed the world began as an enormous egg, thus becoming a symbol of 

new life. 

It is not sure when Springtime egg gifts were adopted by Christians. In the 

Middle Ages, eggs were a forbidden food during Lent, so the appearance of 

them on Easter Sunday would be very welcome. 
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One belief is that an egg represents the cave in which Jesus Christ was 

cocooned, another thought is that the egg is like the stone blocking His 

tomb. It is rolled away to reveal the truth of Christ's resurrection. 

There is a legend that Mary Magdalene went to the Roman Emperor with a 

basket of eggs. She said 'Christ is risen,' The emperor replied, ' That is no 

more true than that those eggs are red.' Immediately all the eggs turned as 

red as the blood of Christ. 

 

Joyce Bellamy 

 

If you have a contribution for the Parish Magazine, whether it be a 

photograph, a notice, a report or a reminisce, please just write it down and 

hand it to Stuart or Bruce, or email it to both 

 

  

brucedalgleish0@gmail.com and stgmmonthlymag@gmx.com 

 

  

in case one or other is on holiday etc.     Last date for items for May’s 

magazine is Sunday April 19th
.    

 

  

This is a strict deadline for all submissions.    Anything received after this 

date will appear in June’s magazine. 
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St.  Giles’ Whist Drive in April 
 (Very unlikely at the moment but we can hope) 

7.00 pm on Thursday  2nd,16th & 30th
 

 

Why not come along and join us for a 

fun and friendly social evening, with a few 

hands of ‘non-serious’ whist.   Card 

playing experience not essential. 

  

  

Entry fee still only £4, including a glass of 

wine/soft drink and cakes, plus an 

optional £1 raffle.   Proceeds for the St 

Giles’ Centre. 

  

Carleton Theatre Group 
  

If anyone wishes to join us, with a view to 

considering acting or helping backstage, etc,  

please phone  

Ruth Connor on 01977 792100,  or  

Brenda Smith (01977 700052). 
  

. 
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St Giles’ Easter FoodShare 
 

We are so thankful for being able to complete the delivery of food for 81 

people to our partner schools in time for the school closures. First, thankful 

for the offers of help we received; it was a shame we could not work with 

people who came forward to help but we felt we needed to heed the advice 

about social distancing. Then, there was the understanding shown by local 

supermarkets which helped us with the items we could not source for our 

usual online shop. Other shoppers were invariably sympathetic when we 

explained our rather unusual shopping trolley contents. WDH have been so 

supportive providing a short-term charity let of a local shop and by offering 

a substantial donation from a staff dress-down day.  And this time, we were 

really pleased to see a FareShare van on Chequerfield bringing us supplies 

from the Barnsley FareShare depot. 

 

Our plans for the future have to be uncertain at present. However, if there is 

a need to support families during the long summer holidays, we would ask 

that in some way our benefice could try to provide that support. 

 

A huge thanks to all who have encouraged us and helped. Our partner 

schools are really grateful. 

 

 

Paul and Ann Harris 
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Homily For Mothering Sunday March 22nd 2020 

 

The image on the left was 

painted by Steve Simpson, an 

artist, based in Wakefield. When 

John and I left ministry at 

Wakefield Cathedral, Steve very 

generously invited us round to 

his home studio and asked us to 

choose anything from his works. 

Steve was a great painter of 

angels, but it was this large 

painting of Mary, our Lord’s 

mother, that captured my 

attention.  

 

Today, on Mothering Sunday, our 

focus moves around reflection 

on Mary’s story as Mother of 

our Lord, as well as 

remembering with joy and 

thanksgiving our own mother’s 

lives as they are lived or were 

lived. Since last Mothering Sunday, our own mother may have passed away 

and so today will have its own poignancy, a mixture of sadness and yet joy as 

we recall the relationship we had. For some today is about remembering with 

thanksgiving those who were ‘as mothers to us’ because we never knew our 

own mother. Sadly, also the experience for some  of being ‘mothered’ may 

have been difficult and marked us emotionally in more painful ways. None of 

us today would have envisaged being cut off from our mother’s unable to visit 

them because of the risk we might pose to their health and well-being. A 

heart-rending photo on social media showed two elderly grandparents 

touching hands with their grandchildren through the glass of the patio door. 

The warm smiles showed their resilience in difficult times. My mum is in a 

nursing home, I am not sure when I might be able to visit her face to face. 

Today is a difficult day as well as a day of thanksgiving. 
 

Mary, our Lord’s mother, experienced the challenges of motherhood; our 

Lord was not a typical son. In the early months of his life, when she took her 

Jesus said to the 

disciple by the 

cross: 

‘Here is your 

mother…and from 

that hour the 

disciple took her 

into his own home.’ 

John 19.27 

In the midst of a 

crisis, Jesus forms a 

caring 

community….. 
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son to the Temple, Simeon’s prophecy was both ‘ominous and thought 

provoking.’  He spoke of her child being ‘destined for the rising and falling of 

many in Israel....and that a sword would pierce her own soul.’ An alternative 

Gospel reading for today, from St John, takes us to that sword piercing 

moment when Mary watched her son die a long, painful and torturous death. 

His naked body a shameful sign, death on a cross was a gross indignity to a 

Jewish man.  

 

The cross was a moment of crisis in Mary’s world and that of the followers of 

Jesus. It is described in the Gospels as a moment when darkness covers the 

land. Fear and desolation fill hearts and minds. Hopes are seemingly dashed 

and his followers’ risk being scattered, unable to support and encourage each 

other, to remind each other of Jesus’ teaching that would sustain them in 

‘such a time as this.’  

 

Jesus from the cross beholds his mother and friend, and directs that they 

begin to create a new form of family. Here are the seeds of the Christian 

worldwide family, because on the cross Jesus gives birth to the church, the 

Christian family. He enters into the depths of human suffering and makes life 

and love possible in a new way. In the midst of crisis, Jesus calls into being the 

beginnings of a community of care. Today as we remember His mother’s story 

and hold it alongside our own, we too are reminded that in moments of 

crisis, our understanding of what it is to be ‘family’ can expand. Let us look 

beyond ourselves to each other. Today write that letter, make that phone call, 

remind someone that they are as family to you by your care and valuing of 

them. Above all pray for each other. 

 

Canon June 

 

God of compassion, 

whose Son Jesus Christ, the child of Mary, 

shared the life of a home in Nazareth, 

and on the cross drew the whole human family to himself: 

strengthen us in our daily living, that in joy and in sorrow 

we may know the power of your presence to bind together and to heal;  

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you,  

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. Amen 
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 (Very unlikely at the moment but we can hope) 
 

Monday 6th April – We meet in Church at 1.30pm.  Our flower ladies are 

going to demonstrate how to put together one of their fantastic flower 

arrangements. 

 

Tea & Biscuits to follow 

 

Everyone welcome. 

Pro wardens Rota  
2020 

April 5th Anne Webb 

May 3rd Hilary Plumbley  

June 7th David Leigh    

July 5th John Trevorrow 

Aug 2nd Anne Webb 

Sept 6th Hilary Plumbley 

Oct 4th David Leigh 

Nov 1st John Tevorrow 

Dec 6th Anne Webb 

Social Media 
 

I've created a new email address specifically for people to send things to be 

posted on the social media. It is 

 

stgmsocialmedia@gmail.com. 

 

Jonathan Harris 

01977 707056 
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Could you  

fill this space? 

It can earn 

money for a 

local business 

and for the 

Church. 
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CHARLES E ASHTON & SON 

 

A personal and caring 

 

FUNERAL SERVICE 

* 

A long established & trusted family company. 
* 

Chapel of Rest 

at 

14 Wakefield Road, Pontefract 

Telephone: 600074 

www.ashtonsfunerals.co.uk 

 

Approved pre-payment scheme available 
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St. Giles’ Church Pontefract 

The Leeds Diocese  

Activities and Donations 2019 

 

 

We meet in the St. Giles’ Centre Pontefract, on the first Monday of each 

month except August at 1.30p.m. 

 

New members and visitors are always welcome. 

 

During the year we enjoyed: 

 

Speaker meetings 

Prayer meetings 

Stations of the Cross  

Socials and Fellowship 

Advent Service 

A Summer Outing 

Pie and Peas at our AGM 

A Christmas Lunch 

 

 

 

 We raised money by holding cake and bottle stalls, an afternoon tea and  

Raffles at our meetings. We are grateful for the support of St. Giles’ Church 

and the collection from the 9.30 am MU Service on the first Wednesday of 

each month which  goes to the World  Wide Fund. 

 

A number of our members run the Wednesday Church Coffee Mornings 

twice a month for Church Funds. 

 

We help families and children here and abroad. The MU is part of a Christian 

based movement of 4 million women and men around the world. It is active 

in 80 countries to support family life regardless of faith or background 

 

We’re very grateful for the donations and knitted goods given by our own 

families, friends and members of the St. Giles’ congregation. 
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During 2019 we supported: 

 

AFIA - Away From It Holidays (open to all in need of a holiday)   £350 

MU World Wide Fund             £200 

MU Special Relief Fun            £150 

MU Summer of Hope             £50 

MU Make a Mothers’ Day           £61 

MU Indoor Members Fund           £50 

 

We took toiletries, baby clothes, bags of baby essentials, pram blankets, Bags 

of soft toys, and good second hand clothing for young women, toddlers and 

babies to the Teenage Parent Unit in Wakefield.  

 

We made emergency toilet bags and donated toiletries, knitted premature 

baby cardigans and hats, all for Pinderfields and other local hospitals. 

 

We took knee blankets to Carleton Court Care Home and crocheted 

blankets, knitted strips for blankets, baby clothes, baby blankets, Prayer shawls, 

toiletries and tinned goods to the Wakefield Episcopal Mothers’ Union for 

distribution to MU supported charities. 

 

THANK YOU 

 

We are really grateful for the support, donations of knitted goods and other 

items given by members, families and friends  
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AJK Legal Services 

Wills and Lasting Power of Attorneys 

AJK Legal Services are specialists in the  
preparation and writing of  

Wills and Lasting Power of Attorneys. 

We pride ourselves on a quality service  
provided in the comfort of your own home. 

Alison Knox, our founder member, is a 
Chartered Legal Executive 

with over 30 years Legal experience in a  
local Solicitors practice. 

 
For further information, or to request a home visit 

please contact 
Alison Knox 

Tel: 07812-700301 
Email: AJKlegalservices@gmail.com 

 

 
AJK Legal Services 
4 Fairways Court 

Darrington 
WF8 3DH 
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NEWS AFFAIR 

 

18 Market Hall  
 

Tel: 01977 701001 
 

 
Independent newsagent  

and  

Confectioners 

 

Selling newspapers and magazines 

 

Traditional sweets  

and  

seasonal gifts. 

 

Lottery Tickets 
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Baptisms in March 

 

Edie Rose White;  Adalyn Rose Carr 

 

“Shine as a light in the world to the glory of God the Father” 

 

Funerals in March 

 

Allan Turner 

 

 

“May he rest in peace and rise in glory.” 

 
 

Year's mind.    We give thanks for the lives of :- April 1 Dorothy Goddard,  

3 Ruby Alexandra Rogers, 4 Marion Cook, 7 Mabel Hemingway, 8 Hilda Winifred 

Mercer, 13 George Campling, 19 Edwin Illidge, 23 Alice Roberts, Mabel Richards, 

Frances Lund, Michael William Gummerson, 27 Mary Belford, 28 Joseph 

Trevorrow. 
 

Commemorations begin on the Sunday before the date given or on the date if this is a 

Sunday.    If you would like to add a name to the Years' Mind List please write it in the 

diary in Reception or e-mail to Vivienne using - 

 stgileschurchpontefract@gmail.com 

Rota of  Sidespersons 

 Warden      

1 
Barbara 

Sessford 

Janet 

Colvill 

Margaret 

Hopwood 

Maureen 

Milnes 

Betty 

Carter 
 

2 
Peter  

Lavine 

Bill 

Bradley 

Peter 

Spurr 

Geoff 

Walsh 

Linda 

Atkins 

Barbara 

Lavine 

3 
Jill 

Clapham 

Ian  

Knox 

Barbara 

Chessman 

Ian  

Wood 

Margaret 

Coverdale 
 

4 
Pam 

Mercer 

Ann 

Grice 

Sandra 

Barker 

John 

Barber 

Vicki 

Chappell 

Gavin 

Thorpe 
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Date Service Warden  Crucifer Acolyte Acolyte Thurifer 

05/04/20 

Palm Sunday 

10.15 am.  

Eucharist 

 

1 
Gavin 

Thorpe 

Claire 

Turner 

Diane  

Williams 

Tony  

Williams 

09/04/20 

Maundy Thurs 

7.00 pm.  

Eucharist 

 

 
Tony  

Williams 

Diane 

Williams 

Angela  

Sibbit 

Warwick 

Sumpter 

10/04/20 

Good Friday  

7.00 pm.  

Eucharist 

  Jill  

Clapham 

Angela  

Sibbit 

 

12/04/20  

Easter Day 

6.00 am.  

Eucharist 

 Gavin 

Thorpe 

Jill  

Clapham 

Diane  

Williams 

Tony  

Williams 

12/04/20 

Easter Day 

10.15 am.  

Eucharist 

 

2 
Claire 

Turner 

Ewan  

MacDonald 

Angela  

Sibbit 

Warwick 

Sumpter 

19/04/20 

2nd Easter 

10.15 am.  

Eucharist   

 

3  
Gavin 

Thorpe 

Diane 

Williams 

Ewan  

MacDonald 

  

26/04/20 

3rd Easter 

10.15 am.  

Eucharist   

 

4 
Warwick 

Sumpter 

Claire 

Turner 

Angela  

Sibbit 

  

Date Eucharistic 
Minister 

Eucharistic 
Minister 

Intercessor Lector Readings  

05/04/20 

Palm Sunday 
Kath  

Heseltine 

John  

Barber 

Tony  

Williams 

Fiona  

Edwards 

Philippians 2.5-11 

The Passion 

09/04/20 

Maundy Thurs 
David 

Brooks 

Angela 

Sibbit 

Jill  

Clapham 

Maureen 

Milnes 

Exodus 12:1-4,11-14 

1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

John 13:1-17,31-35 

10/04/20 

Good Friday  
Warwick 

Sumpter 

Jill  

Clapham 

Fiona  

Edwards 

  

12/04/20  

Easter Day 
David 

Brooks 

Tony Wil-

liams 

David 

Brooks 

David 

Brooks 

Bevil  

Edwards 

Fr Rod 

1)Genesis 22.1-18 

2)Exodus 14.10-end;15.20-

21 

3)Zephaniah 3.14-end 

Matthew 28.1-10 

12/04/20 

Easter Day 
Ulric  

Murray 

Kath 

Heseltine 

Eileen  

Walters 

Theo  

Biddle 

Acts 10.34-43 

Matthew 28.1-10 

19/04/20 

2nd Easter 
David 

Brooks 

John  

Barber 

Kath  

Heseltine 

Niamh 

Corney 

Acts 2.14,22-32 

John 20.19-end 

26/04/20 

3rd Easter 
Angela 

Sibbit 

Warwick 

Sumpter 

Theo  

Biddle 

Eileen 

Walters 

Acts 2.14,36-41 

Luke 24.13-35 
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THE BENEFICE OF PONTEFRACT  

St. Giles with St. Mary 

       

St Giles' Church, Market Place, Pontefract   Tel: 01977 790448  

St Mary's Church, The Circle, Chequerfield   

 

Canon June Lawson  Tel: 01977 706803 

Fr Michael Taylor  Tel: 01977 702824 

Fr Rod Walker  Tel: 07746980727 

Fr Mark Watkins   Tel: 01977 600207  

Sunday Services  

8.00am Said Mass at St Giles'. (First Sunday in the month only)  

9.00am St Mary's 1st & 3rd Week - Mass with hymns, 2nd & 4th - Morning Worship with hymns 

10.15am Parish Mass at St Giles’ 

 

Mass at St Giles' on weekdays - Wednesdays at 9.30am; Fridays at 12.00pm  

 

Morning Prayers at St Giles': Tuesdays to Saturdays at 8.30am  

Evensong 1st Sunday (Not August) 

 

Baptisms, Weddings, Banns Call in at St Giles' Church on Saturdays from 10:30am—11:30am 

 

Please check the calendar on St Giles’ website or the Order of Service for any alterations. 

 

Lay Reader  

Mr David Brooks  798599 

 

PCC Vice Chairman  

T.B.A. 

 

Churchwardens  

Jill Clapham 798649 

Barbara Sessford 699058 

Peter Lavine  799929 

Pam Mercer 795130 

 

PCC Secretary/Parish Administrator 

Mrs Vivienne Smales 790448 
stgileschurchpontefract@gmail.com  

PCC Treasurer  

Mr David Leigh  706526 

  

Organist and Choir Director  

Mr James MacDonald         790448 

 

Tower Captain  

Adrian Garner  690154 

 

Parish Magazine Editor  

Mr B Dalgleish  690216 

 

 

St Giles' Altar Flowers  

Mrs Barbara Chessman 700559 

 

 

Mothers’ Union Leader/Secretary 

Mrs J Colvill/Mrs M Laidlaw  704864/795748 

 

Children's Society Box Secretary  

Mrs Angela Bradley                   613643  
 

Missions Committee Secretary  

Mrs Edith Barber  277226 

 

Pro-Wardens at St Mary's  

Mr Frank Ward 

 

St Mary's Church Secretary  

Ann Harris  707056  
 

St Mary's Church Treasurer  

Miss Delia Perrett   796223  

Mr David Leigh   706526 

 

St Mary’s Church Meeting Chair 

Mr David Brooks  798599 
 

St Mary's Community Centre  

Manager:  Mrs Denis Pallett  705341  
 

St Giles' Church School (aided)  
Head teacher: Mr Richard Grace 794175 

 

St Giles' Pantomime Society Chair  

Mr Andy Weston  07791 656820  

 

St Giles’ Tiddlywinks (pre school) 

Barbara Lavine 799929 
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Missions Beetle Drive 
 

 

The rain was driving down and the wind howled but inside it was smiling 

faces all around: this was the lovely evening when we had our Beetle Drive. 

 

From babes in arms to OAPs a fun evening was had by all and despite the 

appalling weather conditions the hardy folk attending raised an amazing £70. 

A big THANK YOU to all.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The temptation of Peter, our resident chef, and his hotdogs with choice of 

beverages made the evening complete, so keep a look out for our next 

Beetle Drive which will be announced for a date in October later in the 

year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



32  

 

 


