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Canon June writes.. 

I can’t begin to tell you how wonderful it was to see many of you back in church on Sunday 
19th and Wednesday 22nd July. A lump appeared in my throat as I rang the bell for Sunday 
at 10.15am, the first time since the middle of March with members of our church present 
in body. And how equally special to have our folks who are worshipping at home, alongside 
us in both services. Thank you for helping us to work in the constrained ways that we need 
to, in order to fulfil the directives that we are given around opening up our building for  
public worship and private prayer.  

The quietness around the beginning of our worship is quite special as we wait prayerfully 
together to meet with our Lord in word and sacrament. And though, as yet, we can’t      
involve others in the worship in the way we are used to (our readers, intercessors, choir 
and sacristy team), it was a delight to hear our organ played again by James and prior to 
that for Adrian to ring the bell calling us to Mass. Of course, we await the joy of a peal of 
bells, the singing of hymns and anthems, the sharing of the peace and the fellowship over 
coffee and cake that ends our worship. We will get there! 

We are aware that the government directive still recommends that the over 70’s or those 
in vulnerable or shielding categories remain at home as much as possible. We know that 
each of you weigh up that risk for yourselves. We will love to see you when the time is 
right for you. But we continue to ask that you look in terms of one mass a week, at the  
moment, so allowing Wednesday to be a time for those who feel more confident venturing 
out into a smaller arena of people. I hope that we will be able to maintain a single Sunday 
service together, but as numbers take us closer to capacity then we may need to revise our 
timings.   

These days that we live in are still unsettling to us all. The familiar has been disrupted and it 
can feel hard to be asked to live or act in ways that ‘distance’ us from each other, especially 
as we wear masks and respect social distancing.  

As we continue to live amidst unsettledness and uncertainty, some words from St Teresa of 
Avila might be as spiritual treasure and solace to us: 

‘Let nothing disturb you, nothing frighten you. All things are passing, God is unchanging.   
Patience gains all; nothing is lacking to those who have God: God alone is sufficient.’  

Keep faithful in prayer, the reading of the scriptures and making communion in person or 
through the act of spiritual communion. Through such spiritual disciplines we will find the 
truth of what St Teresa puts before us. 

Blessings to you all 

Canon June 

Public Services this week will be additionally live streamed on Facebook  

Sunday 26th July at 10.15am and Wednesday 29th July at 9.30am 

Jill Clapham, trainee Reader, will do a weekly online Compline at 8.00pm on 

Thursdays beginning on 30th July.   

SUNDAY, 26th JULY 

http://www.facebook.com/stgilespontefract


 

Please DO NOT ENTER the church if you are feeling unwell or are displaying any signs 
of  COVID-19.  These are: 

   High temperature   
  Continuous cough 
   Loss of taste or smell 

 

Government advice continues to be that you should stay at home and self isolate if you 
have any of the above symptoms to minimise the risk of spreading COVID-19 to friends, 
the wider community, and particularly the vulnerable. 
 

 

THIS WEEK THE CHURCH IS OPEN FOR SERVICES ON  
SUNDAY, 26TH JULY:  10.15AM—PARISH EUCHARIST 
WEDNESDAY, 29TH JULY:  9.30AM—WEEKDAY MASS 

 

Wednesday Mass will allow our more clinically vulnerable parishioners to join in     
worship where numbers will be lower. 

Church will only be open 20 minutes prior to the service time. 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP  

Please help to keep a period of quiet reflection before our worship begins.   

It is wonderful to be back together in our much-loved building to share       
together in worship and prayer. BUT....  

We need to keep ourselves and each other safe as we gather together in this 
building in which prayer has been offered for many centuries. Please read the 
guidance below and follow any signs, notices and instructions given by the  
clergy, wardens and other stewards and helpers.  

FACE MASKS - In the light of recent government guidance about wearing face masks in 
public places that are more enclosed, we would advise you please to wear a face mask for 
public worship.   Government advice is that children under 11 years of age do not need to  
wear a mask. 

TEST AND TRACE - A warden will tick off your name on the electoral roll if you are   
present for Sunday or Wednesday services. New people will be asked to fill in a simple 
form. This is so that we can support the Government’s Test and Trace program. These    
records are for all our safety and will be destroyed after 21 days and will not be used for 
any other purpose.  

HAND HYGIENE -You will be asked to cleanse your hands on entry and exit from the 
building. Please try not to touch anything that you do not need to touch including other    
people who are not part of your ‘household bubble’.  

SOCIAL DISTANCING - Please follow the current social distancing guidance. Please go 
straight to your seat as guided by the stewards and remain there until the end of the    
service, other than when you go forward to receive during Communion.  

SEATING ARRANGEMENTS - Social distancing dictates that individuals will need to 
be allocated seats that will maintain the current requirements, but family and / or House-
hold units may sit together on one line of seats if they wish to do so. Please do not move 
any chairs from where they have been placed!  

SERVICE SHEETS – These will be fresh for each service. They may be taken home, or 
placed in the recycle box as you leave the building.  

MUSIC, SINGING AND RESPONSES - Sadly, for now, there can be no community  
singing of hymns or responses like the Gloria and Sanctus. There may be one ‘Cantor’        



appointed in a service to sing part of the service but otherwise all responses will be said 
using a quiet voice.  

SOCIAL INTERACTION AND THE PEACE - Social interaction needs to 
happen whilst maintaining social distancing, so please only share the Peace by 
means of a smile and a suitable gesture rather than the traditional handshake or hug!  

RECEIVING COMMUNION - Communion will be only in ‘one kind’ only (the bread). 
Please remain in your seat until directed to go forward by a steward. Hygiene precautions 
will be used during distribution. ‘The body of Christ’ will be spoken by the priest at the al-
tar, with the congregation all replying ‘Amen.’ This means that the ‘distribution’ will be in 
silence and the bread only placed on the hands and not the tongue. If you do not wish to 
receive, please remain in your seat to pray the prayer of spiritual communion. Blessings will 
not involve the laying on of hands on the head or audible words.  

AT THE END OF THE SERVICE - Please remain in your seat until a steward asks you 
to leave, and then please go directly to the designated exit as guided by them. Please do 
any ‘catching up’ outside the building and mindful of social distancing.  

FOOD AND DRINK - There will be no refreshments available after the service.  

LIGHTING OF CANDLES - this will not be possible before or during the Service, but 
once the area is empty after the service has ended, stewards will assist a safe flow of peo-
ple.  

CONVERSATIONS WITH CLERGY - Unfortunately in order to maintain good hy-
giene and reduce risks of transmission of virus, Clergy will not be able to greet and say 
goodbye in the usual manner, but are available at other times - see notice sheets / website 
for contact  details.  

TOILETS - Toilet facilities are available, but only one person will be able to enter the toi-
let area at a time to ensure social distancing.  

TITHES AND OFFERINGS - Cash offerings whether loose cash or in envelopes 
should be placed by you onto the plate near the exit door. There will be no offertory dur-
ing the  service. We would urge you to speak with the treasurer about changing your giving 
to direct debit, via your banking account, if that is possible for you.  

NUMBERS - If we reach maximum numbers, we will have to refuse admission. 
 

 

THE CHURCH WILL BE OPEN FOR PRIVATE PRAYER AND LIGHTING OF CANDLES ON 

 WEDNESDAY 29TH JULY:  10.30AM-12.00PM  

FRIDAY 31ST JULY:  11.00AM-1.00PM 

 

WHEN ATTENDING THE CHURCH FOR PRIVATE PRAYER, WE WOULD ASK YOU PLEASE 
TO NOTE AND ABIDE BY THE FOLLOWING GUIDELINES, WHICH ARE IN PLACE. 

  

CORONAVIRUS GUIDELINES 
 

 Please respect social distancing 
 Use hand sanitiser in Reception on entry 
 Use hand sanitiser next to North door on exit 
 If you wish to light a candle, obtain a taper from Reception and 

dispose of it in the sand tray by the candle stand 
 Use only the plastic chairs provided.   
 Follow the one-way system 

Thank you for your cooperation.   
 



DAILY READINGS THIS WEEK  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER LIST 

As is our practice, the prayer list is renewed on a regular basis. All names, including those 
recently added, will be removed from the prayer list for Sunday 2nd August, and the list will 
be restarted. If you wish any name to remain on the prayer list then please do so: by  
emailing Stuart Lonsdale on stgmnotices@gmx.com or by leaving a message on the church 
phone (01977 790448). Please note that under GPDR         
regulations, full names can no longer be used in the ‘Prayer List’ 
unless the person concerned has given permission for their 
name to be used. Could you please indicate if permission has 

been given.   
 

This does not, in any way, affect the Years Mind list. 

 

SERVICE OF COMPLINE 
 

As part of my ongoing Reader training, I will be livestreaming a short 
service of Compline on our Facebook page at 8.00pm on Thursdays, 
commencing Thursday 30th July.  You can download the Church of    
England Prayer App, which I will be using, for your phone or iPad; the 

service is also available on our   website 
www.stgilespontefract.org.uk   Alternatively you will 
find the Order for Night   Prayer, as it is also known, in 
Common Worship Daily Prayer on page 337. 
 

Compline offers us all the opportunity for quiet          
reflection to close our day and to draw closer to God 
in prayer.  I do hope you will be able to join me.  

Jill Clapham,  Trainee Reader 

Sunday, 26th July Morning: Psalm 77 & 1 Peter 4.7-14 

7th Sunday after Trinity Evening: Psalm 75 & John 6.1-21 

Monday, 27th
 Morning: Psalm 1 & Luke 22.24-30 

  Evening: Psalm 4 & 2 Corinthians 11.1-15 

Tuesday, 28th
 Morning: Psalm 5 & Luke 22.31-38 

  Evening: Psalm 9 & 2 Corinthians 11.16 to end 

Wednesday, 29th
 Morning: Psalm 119.1-32 & Luke 22.39-46 

  Evening: Psalm 11 & 2 Corinthians 12 

Thursday, 30th
 Morning: Psalm 15 & Luke 22.47-62 

  Evening: Psalm 18 & 2 Corinthians 13 

Friday, 31st
 Morning: Psalm 19 & Luke 22.63 to end 

  Evening: Psalm 22 & James 1.1-11 

Saturday, 1st August Morning: Psalm 23 & Luke 23.1-12 

  Evening: Psalm 24 & James1.12-end 

mailto:stgmnotices@gmx.com
http://www.stgilespontefract.org.uk


 

If you would like something posted on our social media platforms, please email:  

stgmsocialmedia@gmail.com  

To keep in touch with the latest news from the Parish, please visit our websites: 

www.stgilespontefract.org.uk          www.stgilescentrepontefract.org.uk 

                          Like us on Facebook www.facebook.com/stgilespontefract  

              Twitter: @CofEPontefract & Instagram: stgilespontefract  

We look forward to hearing from you 

ST GILES’ FOOD SHARE—SUMMER HOLIDAYS 2020 PROJECT 
 

We are planning a Food Share Project to help families during this year’s school summer 
holidays, based on a home delivery model.  We are receiving generous support from 
FareShare Yorkshire, Morrisons Supermarket, WDH and Wakefield Council.  If any car   
drivers in the congregation could give time to help with deliveries, please 
contact us.  The time commitment can be as little as you wish.  Please see 
the item in the July Parish Magazine for more information or phone us on 
01977 707056.   

Paul and Ann Harris                                                                                                          

Ordinary Time.  The Ordinary Time Night Prayer and Mass Service booklet for Ordinary 

Time have been added to a new tab on the website, appropriately called ‘Ordinary Time’.  
 

As part of their offering in the current situation, the Royal School of Church Music are            
encouraging everyone to join them in singing the Hymn for the Day, updated daily Monday 
to  Saturday usually in the early afternoon.  The words will appear on screen as the music 
plays.  The full playlist can be found here. 

CAN YOU HELP? 
 

Can you help us to keep the church open for private prayer?  We need  
people who are under 70, in good physical health and do not fall into     
clinically vulnerable groups (click the blue link to take you to the guidance) 
to enable us to open church from 10.30am-12.00pm on Wednesdays and 
11.00am-1.00pm on Fridays for the remainder of July and 12.00pm-1.00pm 
on Fridays from August.  If you can help, please contact Barbara Sessford on 
07786 922349,  01977 699058 or by email at sessford92@gmail.com 
 

 
Also, if you are able to help with sidespersons duties 
on Sundays when we are able to resume public      
worship, are fit and healthy, generally under 70 and not 
in a clinically vulnerable group, please contact a      
Warden.  You would be required to come a little     
earlier in order to be confident in these duties. 

mailto:stgmsocialmedia@gmail.com
http://www.stgilespontefract.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Parish-Mag-Jul-2020-min.pdf
http://www.stgilespontefract.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Ordinary-Time-Night-Prayer.pdf
http://www.stgilespontefract.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Ordinary-Time-Mass-Booklet.pdf
http://www.stgilespontefract.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Ordinary-Time-Mass-Booklet.pdf
https://www.rscm.org.uk/our-resources/hftd/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLn-vhbQASCJhW_Gz8Fww32Nmy_XuCQmNl
http://www.stgilespontefract.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Clinical-Risks.docx
mailto:sessford92@gmail.com


PUBLICATION DEADLINES 

Wednesday, 29th July:  Deadline for Notices.  Items must be received by 
3:00p.m.  Please e-mail Vivienne Smales at stgileschurchpontefract@gmail.com 

Wednesday, 19th August:  Deadline for August’s Parish Magazine.   

Please e-mail items to both brucedalgleish0@gmail.com and stgmmonthlymag@gmx.com  

 

ST GILES’ CHURCH  -  REGULAR GIVING 

It is now over four months since the lockdown began. With the church being closed for 
public worship, other services and other events, much of our regular income is being      
seriously affected. 

Fortunately, now, nearly two thirds of our parishioners are donating via Direct Debit and    
Standing Orders from their banks and we are extremely grateful for that contribution.  

If you would like to change your method of giving from envelope to electronic means,    
details of our church bank account are as follows: 
 

Account Name:  St Giles Parochial Church Council 

Bank:  Yorkshire Bank, 25 Ropergate, Pontefract WF8 1LQ 

Sort Code:  05-06-71      Account Number:  16172795 
 

With every good wish to you all. Stay safe. 
 

David Leigh, PCC Treasurer 

41, Ackworth Road, Pontefract, WF8 3PG  

The e-magazine for July is available to view on the website.  Follow the link below or look 
within the ‘News’ section as well as in the ‘Weekly Notices & Magazine’ page.  Thank you 

for all of your contributions.   
July Parish Magazine 

 
Stuart and Bruce would very much welcome any contributions for the August magazine, 

particularly any lockdown experiences that you would like to share.  Please send any    
contributions to the email addresses below. 

 

 

St Mary’s Community    
Centre is not actually 
open at present, but are         
operating as a virtual     
Community Hub, in       
con-junction with      
Wakefield Council, to   
provide help and      
support for the       
Pontefract area. If you 
know of anyone    
needing support, please 
contact St Mary’s as 

Coronavirus COVID-19 Crisis  
Community Hubs 

Pontefract: St Mary’s Community Centre 
01977 705341 (please leave a message) 
denisepallett@stmaryscommunity.co.uk 

Community Hubs 

If you need help in your local area you can contact your Community 
Hub.  They have volunteers and a range of support to help you and 
they are working with the Council to support communities during 
this crisis.  Please only contact the Hub in your area as they are going 
to be very busy.  For more information about local Hubs, please visit:   
http://www.wakefield.gov.uk/about-the-council/coronavirus-
information  

mailto:stgileschurchpontefract@gmail.com
mailto:brucedalgleish0@gmail.com
mailto:stgmmonthlymag@gmx.com
http://www.stgilespontefract.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Parish-Mag-Jul-2020-min.pdf
http://www.stgilespontefract.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Parish-Mag-Jul-2020-min.pdf
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http://www.wakefield.gov.uk/about-the-council/coronavirus-information

