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Please Note 
 

Obviously the actual occurrence of any event outlined in the magazine this 

month is completely out of our control.  This e-magazine is simply produced 

in the hope that its pages promise a return to normality as soon as possible. 

 

For up to date information about the progress we are making, make sure you 

download the weekly notice sheet from the website -  

 

http://www.stgilespontefract.org.uk/weekly-notices-2/  

 

Hopefully as matters improve we can return, soon to a printed copy of the 

magazine. 

 

God bless and keep you all safe. 

 

The Editorial team 

 

 

http://www.stgilespontefract.org.uk/weekly-notices-2/
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PARISH OF PONTEFRACT 

St Giles’ with St Mary 

 

The Vicar writes 

“God saw all he had made, and indeed it was very good.”  

Genesis 1:31  

Saint Francis of Assisi reminds us that ‘our common home is like a sister with whom 

we share our life and a beautiful mother who opens her arms to embrace us’.  

I write this article having spent a few days enjoying the refreshing beauty of 

God’s good creation in ‘God’s own country’. Fine weather, beautiful natural 

surroundings to relax in; the delight of seeing the twice daily waggling by of 

mummy duck and her ten ducklings - our feisty Cavalier King Charles spaniel, 

blissfully unaware that they were on his territory! Hares bobbing up in the 

hedges; rabbits literally caught in the headlights; the seemingly ever present 

sound of birdsong; the early morning sight of a beautiful stately heron stood 

in the fishing lake, serene and confidently poised  with all the time in the 

world to observe, and then in its own time, the effortless flight into the sky: 

majestic and quite awe inspiring to behold. The vibrant colours of flowers, 

the abundance of trees, with every shade of green. Then nearby the North 

Sea coastline, with its energetic waves battering the shore, provided another 

feast of creation just being itself, the intoxicating rhythm of the tide arriving 

and retreating, arriving and retreating, a reminder of nature’s strength and 

resilience. However, there’s a ‘but’ coming… 

 Whilst away, I also watched David Attenborough's 'Extinction', (still on BBC 

iPlayer) and saw how fragile nature is when we fail to properly steward the 

resource God has entrusted to us. It was sobering and shocking to watch.  

In these times our natural world – the garden in particular or the taking of a 

walk in the parks or fields- has helped us all to cope better with the Covid 

restrictions. We have all valued hearing the sounds of nature, often 

obliterated by the din of traffic around and above us, and somehow the skies 
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have seemed bluer and more expansive than normal.  

October 4th is our Harvest Sunday, it reminds us to give thanks to God 

for his good creation, to review the sharing of our resources with others 

and to ponder afresh what it means to be good stewards of what God has 

entrusted to us. Pope Francis in 2015 published Laudato Si, (On Care for Our 

Common Home) a hugely influential ‘encyclical letter’ about our stewardship 

of God’s good creation (well worth a read, easily found on the internet).  

In his letter, he reminds us how Saint Francis of Assisi invites us to see 

“nature as a magnificent book in which God speaks to us”. How can we 

listen to what God is saying to us today through the environment and our 

neighbours living in poverty?  

We are invited as we enjoy the delights of the autumn season to pray the 

‘prayer for our earth’ that ended his reflections …  
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Prayer for our earth 

 

All-powerful God, you are present in the whole universe 

and in the smallest of your creatures. 

You embrace with your tenderness all that exists. 

Pour out upon us the power of your love, 

that we may protect life and beauty. 

Fill us with peace, that we may live 

as brothers and sisters, harming no one. 

O God of the poor, 

help us to rescue the abandoned and forgotten of this earth, 

so precious in your eyes. 

Bring healing to our lives, 

that we may protect the world and not prey on it, 

that we may sow beauty, not pollution and destruction. 

Touch the hearts 

of those who look only for gain 

at the expense of the poor and the earth. 

Teach us to discover the worth of each thing, 

to be filled with awe and contemplation, 

to recognize that we are profoundly united 

with every creature 

as we journey towards your infinite light. 

We thank you for being with us each day. 

Encourage us, we pray, in our struggle 

for justice, love and peace. In Christ, Amen.  

 

Canon June 
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Memories of VJ Day. 
 

August 15th 1945. I was 15 years old, living in Skegness.  VE day was just a 

blur as I was taking my School Certificate exams, but now in August I had the 

results confirming my appointment as a junior bank clerk.  A Bank Holiday 

had been declared and so with many friends and members of the Armed 

Forces billeted nearby we gathered near the beach, laughing, dancing and 

rejoicing in a peace we could scarce remember. 

 

Innocently I presumed food rationing would immediately end, but alas it was 

many years before it ended.  Like many teenagers I was often hungry, but 

never starving, there was always bread and potatoes on hand, but I longed for 

cakes and biscuits; icing on Christmas cakes; sandwiches bursting with jam 

and a whole boiled egg for myself instead of being chopped for sandwiches 

for two. I had memories of bananas, oranges, tinned peaches and apricots, 

vanished long ago. 

 

But now I had money!  Wages of £1-12-6d per week.  £1 went to help the 

family budget, but the rest was mine, 60 pence in today’s money.  I would not 

be buying nylons at 7/6 a pair, nor a Biro priced £1-10s, but I would save for 

new clothes and shoes that didn’t have wooden soles, and I could buy toffees, 

chocolate and ice cream. 

 

Life was sweet. 

 

 

Joyce. 
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Services at St Giles and St Mary’s 
 

At the moment the 10:15 Eucharist will continue every Sunday throughout 

October and there will be a Said Mass every Wednesday morning at 9:30.   

 

Both these services will be live in church and also streamed live on the St 

Giles’ Facebook page - https://www.facebook.com/stgilespontefract 

 

It is hoped to have a Said Mass at St Mary’s at 9:00 a.m. on Sunday October 

18th. 

 

Please note that the services listed on page 22 are our normal services  

pre-covid and are not, at the moment, all taking place. 

 

For up-to-date information please visit the church’s website - 

 

http://www.stgilespontefract.org.uk/ 

 

Year’s Mind List 
 

In September and October 2019 the Year’s Mind List was reviewed, in the 

hope that it could be made more relevant to worshippers at the Church, 

prior to the All Souls service of remembrance. 

 

To facilitate this a copy of the list was made available in both St Giles’ and St 

Mary’s for parishioners to confirm the entries and an explanation of the 

process was put in the service sheets for both churches over the five weeks 

the list was there. 

 

Unfortunately, it has been brought to our attention that notice of this was 

not included in the magazine, which has meant that anyone for whom this is 

their only contact with the church, was unaware of this review. 

 

Any further additions to the list can be made by contacting the Church 

Administrator (stgileschurchpontefract@gmail.com) (01977 790448) 

https://www.facebook.com/stgilespontefract
http://www.stgilespontefract.org.uk/
mailto:stgileschurchpontefract@gmail.com
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ALTHOUGH THE CHURCH IS NOW OPEN FOR PRIVATE 

PRAYER, WE WOULD ASK YOU PLEASE TO NOTE AND ABIDE 

BY THE FOLLOWING GUIDELINES, WHICH ARE CURRENTLY 

IN PLACE.  

 

CORONAVIRUS GUIDELINES  

 

 Please respect social distancing  

 Use hand sanitiser in Reception on entry  

 Use hand sanitiser next to North door on exit  

 If you wish to light a candle, obtain a taper from Reception and 

dispose of it in the sand tray by the candle stand  

 Use only the plastic chairs provided.  

 Follow the one-way system  

 

Thank you for your cooperation.  

Parish Magazine Bloopers 
 

We are delighted to announce that the youth group has raised almost £500 

for drug abuse. 

-------------------------- 

Correction: The following typo appeared in our last bulletin:  

'Lunch will be gin at 12:15.' Please correct to read '12 noon.' 

-------------------------- 

Any church member over 18 is welcome on our new lay ministry 

programme. It requires minimal training and time: just six weekly classes of 

about 200 hours each Tuesday night. 

-------------------------- 

The Seniors group will have a picnic on Saturday. Each person is asked to 

bring a friend, a vegetable, and a sweet, all in a covered dish. 

-------------------------- 

Remember the church jumble sale. We have a gents three-speed bicycle, also 

two ladies for sale, in good running order.  



9  

 

   



10  

 

   

Could you  

fill this space? 

It can earn 

money for a 

local business 

and for the 

Church. 
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Carleton Theatre Group 
  

If anyone wishes to join us, with a view to 

considering acting or helping backstage, etc,  

please phone  

Ruth Connor on 01977 792100,  or  

Brenda Smith (01977 700052). 
  

. 

 

St Giles’ Websites 

 

http://www.stgilespontefract.org.uk/ 

 

http://www.stgilescentrepontefract.org.uk/ 

 

Our Church Administrator, Vivienne, deals with any  

amendments, additions or changes to the above websites. 

 

Contact Vivienne by email at stgileschurchpontefract@gmail.com 

 

 

The Calendar and bookings will still be handled by 

 

Bill Bradley e mail W.R.T.Bradley@btinternet.com 
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AJK Legal Services 

Wills and Lasting Power of Attorneys 

AJK Legal Services are specialists in the  
preparation and writing of  

Wills and Lasting Power of Attorneys. 

We pride ourselves on a quality service  
provided in the comfort of your own home. 

Alison Knox, our founder member, is a 
Chartered Legal Executive 

with over 30 years Legal experience in a  
local Solicitors practice. 

 
For further information, or to request a home visit 

please contact 
Alison Knox 

Tel: 07812-700301 
Email: AJKlegalservices@gmail.com 

 

 
AJK Legal Services 
4 Fairways Court 

Darrington 
WF8 3DH 
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Services at St Giles’ 

As services continue at St Giles’ the service sheet every Sunday contains the 

following advice which hopefully will reassure you if you are hoping to return 

soon. 

 

We continue to pray for all who are yet to feel able to join us physically, all 

affected by Covid-19, all working to relieve the suffering of others, all who 

are unwell, concerned, afraid or alone, all baptism families and wedding 

couples who have been forced to delay these important occasions, and all 

awaiting ordination in our diocese.  

Please comply with the following to ensure a safer environment for 

everyone. 

• In the light of recent government guidance and guidance from 

the Church of England, it is now mandatory (a legal requirement) to wear 

a face mask in church . Exemptions include - young children under the 

age of 11, people advised medically not to do so, people with 

a disability that makes the handling of masks difficult, those for whom it 

would cause mental distress.  Further details on exemptions can be 

found here - 

https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2020-08/COVID%

2019%20advice%20on%20face%20coverings%20v3%20DRAFT.pdf  

• Those who are leading services (generally clergy) or events in a place of 

worship, and those who assist them (for instance by reading, preaching, 

or leading prayer) do not always need to wear a face covering, although 

one is to be worn especially if physical distancing cannot be maintained 

(i.e. distributing consumables) 

• RECORDS of all attending services are kept for track and trace 

purposes - 

 these are kept securely and destroyed after 21 days  

• Please respect DISTANCING, and do not gather together anywhere 

indoors before or after the service. Household bubbles may sit together, 

as directed by the sides-people 

• Singing is not currently permitted for congregations. Recent government 

legislation allows us to use a small group of choir members to sing 

https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2020-08/COVID%2019%20advice%20on%20face%20coverings%20v3%20DRAFT.pdf
https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2020-08/COVID%2019%20advice%20on%20face%20coverings%20v3%20DRAFT.pdf
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hymns/choral music in the service 

• Please do not raise your voice when making the responses 

• We share the PEACE without making contact 

• WAFERS will be covered and will not be touched before you receive 

them. The CHALICE will not be shared (the priest will consecrate and 

consume the wine) 

• You will need to sanitise your hands (top of middle aisle) before moving 

down the aisle to receive communion and ahead of touching/removing 

your mask to receive the bread. 

• When you reach the priest, please stretch out your hands and the bread 

will be placed into them. The priest will wear a face-covering 

• Communion can be brought to you in your seat if you’re unable to 

come forward, please let the wardens know, and sit near an aisle. 

• BLESSINGS will not involve the laying on of hands (ie the priest will not 

touch the head of the person receiving the blessing) 

• A TOILET is available, but please avoid any queueing inside the toilet 

area. 

• Please take this BOOKLET with you and recycle it 

• Please leave your COLLECTION in the plate near to the exit. No 

offertory will be presented 

• Candles can be lit after the service as directed by a sides-person. 

• Please be mindful of the government’s directives related to the ‘rule of 

six’ when outside the building after worship. Mingling amongst groups is 

not permitted by law.  Any sense of a gathered crowd will give the 

wrong messages.  The church is being granted exemptions for numbers 

in worship, but not for social interaction before and after, inside or 

outside the building.   The 'rule of six' applies to us.  

Thank you for bearing with these precautions, which may change...  
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CHARLES E ASHTON & SON 

 

A personal and caring 

 

FUNERAL SERVICE 

* 

A long established & trusted family company. 
* 

Chapel of Rest 

at 

14 Wakefield Road, Pontefract 

Telephone: 600074 

www.ashtonsfunerals.co.uk 

 

Approved pre-payment scheme available 
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NEWS AFFAIR 

 

18 Market Hall  
 

Tel: 01977 701001 
 

 
Independent newsagent  

and  

Confectioners 

 

Selling newspapers and magazines 

 

Traditional sweets  

and  

seasonal gifts. 

 

Lottery Tickets 
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Children’s Bible Quiz (Answers below) 

 

1.  What is the last word in the Old Testament? 

2. By which previous name was Paul of Tarsus known as? 

3. Whose wife was turned into a pillar of salt when she looked back? 

4. In the bible, who is said to have lived on a diet of locusts and wild honey? 

5. How many years did Noah live for after the flood? 

6. There are only three angels named in the bible, Michael and Lucifer are 

two, name the other? 

7. The book of Esther is unique because it does not mention which word? 

8. The Bible was written in three languages - Hebrew, Koine Greek and 

which other language? 

9. Who made the first translation of the Bible into English in 1382? 

10. Name the longest book of the Bible with 150 chapters? 

11. In what city was Jesus born? 

12. Who took the place of Judas in the twelve disciples? 

13. Who was the older brother of Moses? 

14. What kind of wood was Noah's ark built from? 

15. Who, following Moses' death, became the leader of the children of Israel? 

 

1. Curse ; 2.  Saul ; 3.  Lot's ; 4.  John the Baptist ; 5.  350 years ; 6.  Gabriel ; 7.  

The word 'God' ; 8.  Aramaic ; 9.  John Wycliffe ; 10.  Psalms ; 11.  Bethlehem ; 

12.  Matthias ; 13.  Aaron ; 14.  Gopher wood ; 15.  Joshua.  
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Quote 
 

“Fight for the things that you care about, but do it in a way that will lead 

others to join you.” 

 

Ruth Bader Ginsburg (1933 – 2020) R.I.P. 

Social Media 
 

I've created a new email address specifically for people to send things to be 

posted on the social media. It is 

 

stgmsocialmedia@gmail.com. 

 

Jonathan Harris 

01977 707056 

If you have a contribution for the Parish Magazine, whether it be a 

photograph, a notice, a report or a reminisce, please just write it down and 

hand it to Stuart or Bruce, or email it to both 

 

  

brucedalgleish0@gmail.com and stgmmonthlymag@gmx.com 

 

  

in case one or other is on holiday etc.     

 

 The last date for items for November’s magazine is Sunday October  

25th
.    

 

 This is a strict deadline for all submissions.    Anything received after this 

date will appear in December’s magazine. 
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Year's mind.    We give thanks for the lives of :- Oct 2 Roy Malcolm Howarth,  

3 Eric Clarke,  Stanley Whitcombe (Priest), Tom Hopwood, 5 Lewis James Swan,  

7 Janet Taylor, 8 Gary Tonks,  9 Harold Vine, 12 Doris Davis, 16 Constance Hester, 

19 John Henry Laidlaw; 20 Lilian Sanderson, Gladys Coverdale 21 Frank Edward 

Whitaker, Frank Mangnall,  23 Winifred Mary Hodson, 27 Jabez Brooks, 30 Clara 

Walker, 31 Roy Jordan 
 

 
 

Commemorations begin on the Sunday before the date given or on the date if this is a 

Sunday.    If you would like to add a name to the Years' Mind List please write it in the 

diary in Reception or e-mail to Vivienne using - 

 stgileschurchpontefract@gmail.com 

Rota of  Sidespersons 

 Warden      

1 
Barbara 

Sessford 

Janet 

Colvill 

Margaret 

Hopwood 

Maureen 

Milnes 

Betty 

Carter 
 

2 
Peter  

Lavine 

Bill 

Bradley 

Peter 

Spurr 

Geoff 

Walsh 

Linda 

Atkins 

Barbara 

Lavine 

3 
Jill 

Clapham 

Ian  

Knox 

Barbara 

Chessman 

Ian  

Wood 

Margaret 

Coverdale 
 

4 
Pam 

Mercer 

Ann 

Grice 

Sandra 

Barker 

John 

Barber 

Vicki 

Chappell 

Gavin 

Thorpe 
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Date Service Warden  Crucifer Acolyte Acolyte Thurifer 

04/10/20 

17th Trinity 

Harvest  

Festival. 

10.15 am.  

Eucharist 
Our services are thankfully once again taking place in 

Church and simultaneously streamed on  

 

https://www.facebook.com/stgilespontefract/  

 

Eucharist on Sunday at 10:15 a.m.  

and  

Said Mass on Wednesdays at 9.30 a.m. 

11/10/20 

18th Trinity 

 

10.15 am.  

Eucharist 

18/10/20  

St Luke 

10.15 am.  

Eucharist 

25/10/20  

Last of Trinity 

10.15 am.  

Eucharist 

Date Eucharistic 
Minister 

Eucharistic 
Minister 

Intercessor Lector Readings  

04/10/20 

17th Trinity 

Harvest  

Festival. 

 

 

 

 

 

Here are the readings for the  

Sunday services in September  

 

2 Corinthians 9.6-15 

Luke 12. 16-30  

11/10/20 

18th Trinity 

 

Philippians 4.1-9 

Matthew 22.1-14 

18/10/20  

St Luke 
2 Timothy 4. 5-17  

Luke 10. 1-9   

25/10/20  

Last of Trinity 
Colossians 3.12-17 

Matthew 24.30-35 
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THE BENEFICE OF PONTEFRACT  

St. Giles with St. Mary 

       

St Giles' Church, Market Place, Pontefract   Tel: 01977 790448  

St Mary's Church, The Circle, Chequerfield   

 

Canon June Lawson  Tel: 01977 706803 

Fr Michael Taylor (Honorary Priest)  Tel: 01977 702824 

Fr Rod Walker  Tel: 07746980727 

Fr Mark Watkins   Tel: 01977 600207  

Sunday Services  

8.00am Said Mass at St Giles'. (First Sunday in the month only)  

9.00am St Mary's 1st & 3rd Week - Mass with hymns, 2nd & 4th - Morning Worship with hymns 

10.15am Parish Mass at St Giles’ 

 

Mass at St Giles' on weekdays - Wednesdays at 9.30am; Fridays at 12.00pm  

 

Morning Prayers at St Giles': Tuesdays to Saturdays at 8.30am  

Evensong 1st Sunday (Not August) 

 

Baptisms, Weddings, Banns Call in at St Giles' Church on Saturdays from 10:30am—11:30am 

 

Please check the calendar on St Giles’ website or the Order of Service for any alterations. 

 

Reader (Hon) 

David Brooks  798599 

 

PCC Vice Chairman  

T.B.A. 

 

Churchwardens  

Jill Clapham 798649 

Barbara Sessford 699058 

Peter Lavine  799929 

Pam Mercer 795130 

 

PCC Secretary/Parish Administrator 

Vivienne Smales 790448 
stgileschurchpontefract@gmail.com  

PCC Treasurer  

David Leigh  706526 

  

Organist and Choir Director  

James MacDonald         790448 

 

Tower Captain  

Adrian Garner  690154 

 

Parish Magazine Editor  

Bruce Dalgleish  690216 

 

 

St Giles' Altar Flowers  

Barbara Chessman 700559 

 

 

Mothers’ Union Leader/Secretary 

Janet Colvill/Marjorie Laidlaw  704864/795748 

 

Children's Society Box Secretary  

Angela Bradley                   613643  
 

Missions Committee Secretary  

Edith Barber  277226 

 

Pro-Wardens at St Mary's  

Frank Ward 

 

St Mary's Church Secretary  

Ann Harris  707056  
 

St Mary's Church Treasurer  

Delia Perrett   796223  

David Leigh   706526 

 

St Mary’s Church Meeting Chair 

David Brooks  798599 
 

St Mary's Community Centre  

Manager:  Denise Pallett  705341  
 

St Giles' Church School (aided)  
Head teacher: Richard Grace 794175 

 

St Giles' Pantomime Society Chair  

Andy Weston  07791 656820  

 

St Giles’ Tiddlywinks (pre school) 

Barbara Lavine 799929 
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Facebook Bloopers 
 

Reverend Adam Sexton of St. Andrew's Orthodox Church in Ashland, 

Virginia, had never used Facebook Live until 

recently. 

When the archbishop of Washington closed 

all parishes in the diocese and directed 

Orthodox believers to pray at home, Fr 

Sexton wanted to make the Divine Liturgy 

available to them. 

So, the rector recounted in a March 15 

Facebook post that has been shared more 

than 2,000 times, his child walked him 

through how to use the live-streaming 

feature. Unfortunately, the child didn’t walk 

him through its filters, which overlay special 

effects on speakers’ faces. 

When he stepped close to the camera, he 

realized afterward, a pair of large googly eyes 

appeared on his face throughout the video. 

“I have no idea why or how but it’s hysterical and I’m not even mad,” Fr 

Sexton posted. “It’s fantastic. So so funny.” 

Undeterred, he said, “We’ll give it a shot again next week.” 

 

Thankfully Canon June is more ‘tech savvy’. 
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