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The Gathering      

      
<In the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.    

 
The Greeting 
The president greets the people  
The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 

 
Invitation to confession 
You then, who truly and earnestly repent of your sins,  
and are in love and charity with your neighbours,  
and intend to lead a new life,  
following the commandments of God  
and walking from henceforth in his holy ways:  
draw near with faith,  
and take this holy sacrament to your comfort;  
and make your humble confession to almighty God.  

 
Prayer of Penitence 
Lord God,  
we have sinned against you;  
we have done evil in your sight.  
We are sorry and repent.  
Have mercy on us according to your love.  
Wash away our wrongdoing and cleanse us from our sin.  
Renew a right spirit within us  
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and restore us to the joy of your salvation,  
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen.  
The president says  
The Lord enrich you with his grace,  
and nourish you with his blessing;  
the Lord defend you in trouble and keep you from all evil;  
the Lord accept your prayers,  
and =absolve you from your offences,  
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Saviour.  
Amen.  

 
Gloria in Excelsis 
Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace to his people on earth. 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
we worship you, we give you thanks, 
we praise you for your glory. 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
receive our prayer. 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, 
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 
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The Collect  for the Second Sunday before Advent 
Let us pray. 

Silence is kept. 
Heavenly Father, 
whose blessed Son was revealed 
to destroy the works of the devil 
and to make us the children of God and heirs of eternal life: 
grant that we, having this hope, 
may purify ourselves even as he is pure; 
that when he shall appear in power and great glory 
we may be made like him  
in his eternal and glorious kingdom; 
where he is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever.  
Amen. 
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The Liturgy of the Word  
 First Reading   1 Thessalonians 5.1-11 
A reading from the letter of Paul to the Thessalonians 

Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers and sisters, you do not 
need to have anything written to you. For you yourselves know very well that 
the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. When they say, ‘There is 
peace and security,’ then sudden destruction will come upon them, as labour 
pains come upon a pregnant woman, and there will be no escape! But you, 
beloved, are not in darkness, for that day to surprise you like a thief; for you 
are all children of light and children of the day; we are not of the night or of 
darkness. So then let us not fall asleep as others do, but let us keep awake 
and be sober; for those who sleep sleep at night, and those who are drunk 
get drunk at night. But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, and put on 
the breastplate of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation.  

For God has destined us not for wrath but for obtaining salvation through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us, so that whether we are awake or 
asleep we may live with him. Therefore encourage one another and build up 
each other, as indeed you are doing.  

This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 

 
Gospel Reading   Matthew  25.14-30 
 The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

Jesus said to his disciples, ‘The kingdom of heaven is as if a man, going on a  

journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his property to them; to one he 
gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his 
ability. Then he went away. The one who had received the five talents went off 
at once and traded with them, and made five more talents. In the same way, 
the one who had the two talents made two more talents. But the one who 
had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his 
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master’s money.  

After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with 
them.  

Then the one who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five 
more talents, saying, “Master, you handed over to me five talents; see, I have 
made five more talents.” His master said to him, “Well done, good and 
trustworthy slave; you have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in 
charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.”  

And the one with the two talents also came forward, saying, “Master, you 
handed over to me two talents; see, I have made two more talents.” His 
master said to him, “Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you have been 
trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into 
the joy of your master.”  

Then the one who had received the one talent also came forward, saying, 
“Master, I knew that you were a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, 
and gathering where you did not scatter seed; 25so I was afraid, and I went 
and hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is yours.” But his 
master replied, “You wicked and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap 
where I did not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? Then you ought to 
have invested my money with the bankers, and on my return I would have 
received what was my own with interest. So take the talent from him, and 
give it to the one with the ten talents. For to all those who have, more will 
be given, and they will have an abundance; but from those who have nothing, 
even what they have will be taken away. As for this worthless slave, throw him 
into the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”’ 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon 
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The Creed 
We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, 
seen and unseen.  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. 
 
Amen 
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Prayers of Intercession 
 
We come in faith to the throne of grace, offering our prayers to God, the 
source of all life and holiness.  

After each prayer:  Lord, in your mercy 
     hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for those for whom prayers have been requested: 

Jonathan; Barrie; Betty; Roger; Jessie; Diane; Cynthia; Ali; Daniel; Mar; Janis 
Gallagher, Jenny & Andrew Priest; Elma Magnall; Jonathan Bellamy; Dave & 
Sandie Morrison; Rhys Williams; Lucy Nicholl.; Frances Kemp; Pat Steel, 
Maureen Steane, Brenda, Anita Murray, David Murray. 
 

We pray for those who have recently died:  
David Cahill; George Davis; Sheila Jarrett; Hans Meulendyk; Jonathan Worsley; 
Roger Sessford; John Thomas George. 
 

Those whose years mind falls at this time: 

John Roger Sessford. 

 

We commend ourselves and all for whom we pray 
to the mercy and protection of our heavenly Father. 

At the end:   Merciful Father 
accept these prayers 
for the sake of your Son, 
our Saviour Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
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The Liturgy of the Sacrament 
The Peace 
May the God of peace sanctify you: 
may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness 
that you may be blameless before him 
at the coming of our Lord Jesus with his saints.  1 Thessalonians 5.23; 3.13 
The peace of the Lord be always with you 
and also with you. 
Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 

All may exchange a sign of peace. 
 

Preparation of the Altar 
Offertory Hymn  
Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 
in light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 
most blessèd, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 
almighty, victorious, Thy great Name we praise. 
Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, 
nor wanting, nor wasting, Thou rulest in might; 
Thy justice, like mountains, high soaring above 
Thy clouds, which are fountains of goodness and love. 
To all, life Thou givest, to both great and small; 
in all life Thou livest, the true life of all; 
we blossom and flourish as leaves on the tree, 
and wither and perish - but naught changeth Thee. 
Great Father of glory, pure Father of light, 
Thine angels adore Thee, all veiling their sight; 
all laud we would render; O help us to see 
’tis only the splendour of light hideth Thee.  W Chalmers Smith (1824-1908) 
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Taking of the Bread and Wine 
To you we come, Father of lights, 
with angels and saints, 
where heaven and earth unite. 
May Jesus meet us in the breaking of the bread. 
Amen. 

 
Prayer over the Gifts 
Pray, my brothers and sisters 
that this my sacrifice and yours 
may be acceptable to God, 
the almighty Father. 

May the Lord accept the sacrifice 
at your hands 
for the praise and glory of his name, 
for our good 
and the good of all his church. 
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The Eucharistic Prayer 
Let us pray. 

The Lord is here. 
His Spirit is with us. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give thanks and praise. 
It is indeed right,  
it is our duty and our joy,  
at all times and in all places  
to give you thanks and praise,  
holy Father, heavenly King,  
almighty and eternal God,  
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord.  

For you are the hope of the nations, 
the builder of the city that is to come. 

Your love made visible in Jesus Christ 
brings home the lost, 
restores the sinner 
and gives dignity to the despised. 

In his face your light shines out, 
flooding lives with goodness and truth, 
gathering into one in your kingdom 
a divided and broken humanity. 

Therefore with all who can give voice in your creation 
we glorify your name, 
for ever praising you and saying 

Sanctus & Benedictus    
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
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Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Accept our praises, heavenly Father,  
through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ,  
and as we follow his example and obey his command,  
grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit  
these gifts of bread and wine  
may be to us his body and his blood;  

who, in the same night that he was betrayed,  
took bread and gave you thanks;  
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;  
do this in remembrance of me.  

In the same way, after supper  
he took the cup and gave you thanks;  
he gave it to them, saying:  

Drink this, all of you;  
this is my blood of the new covenant,  
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.  

Therefore, heavenly Father,  
we remember his offering of himself  
made once for all upon the cross;  
we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension;  
we look for the coming of your kingdom,  
and with this bread and this cup  
we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord.  

Great is the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died: 
Christ is risen: 
Christ will come again. 
Accept through him, our great high priest,  
this our sacrifice of thanks and praise,  
and as we eat and drink these holy gifts  
in the presence of your divine majesty,  
renew us by your Spirit,  
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inspire us with your love  
and unite us in the body of your Son,  
Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Through him, and with him, and in him,  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
with all who stand before you in earth and heaven,  
we worship you, Father almighty,  
in songs of everlasting praise:  
Blessing and honour and glory and power  
be yours for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
Trusting in the compassion of God, 
let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught 
us 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
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Breaking of the Bread 
The president breaks the consecrated bread.  
We break this bread 
to share in the body of Christ. 
Though we are many, we are one body, 
because we all share in one bread. 

Agnus Dei 
Jesus, Lamb of God, 
have mercy on us. 
Jesus, bearer of our sins, 
have mercy on us. 
Jesus, redeemer of the world, 
grant us your peace. 

Giving of Communion 
The president says the invitation to communion. 
This is the Lamb of God 
who takes away the sin of the world. 
Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 
but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 
 

Giving of Communion 
Prayer 
We use this prayer as a spiritual act of communion 
 
In union, O Lord with the faithful at every altar of your Church, 
where the Holy Eucharist is celebrated, I desire to offer you praise 
and thanksgiving. 
I present to you my soul and body with the earnest wish that I may 
always be united to you. And since I cannot now receive you 
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sacramentally, I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. I unite 
myself to you, and embrace you with all the affections of my soul. 
Let nothing ever separate you from me. May I live and die in your 
love.  
Amen. 
 

Hymn    (70)    
Lord Jesus, think on me, 
and purge away my sin; 
from earthborn passions set me free, 
and make me pure within. 
Lord Jesus, think on me, 
with care and woe oppressed; 
let me Thy loving servant be,  
and taste Thy promised rest. 
Lord Jesus, think on me, 
amid the battle’s strife; 
in all my pain and misery 
be Thou my health and life. 
Lord Jesus, think on me,  
nor let me go astray; 
through darkness and perplexity 
point Thou the heavenly way. 
Lord Jesus, think on me, 
when  flows the tempest high: 
when on doth rush the enemy 
O Saviour, be Thou nigh. 
Lord Jesus, think on me, 
that, when the flood is passed, 
I may the eternal brightness see, 
and share Thy joy at last. 

Synesius of Cyrene, C5th; tr A W Chatfield (1808-1896) 
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Prayer after Communion 
Silence is kept. 
Let us pray. 

Gracious Lord, 
in this holy sacrament 
you give substance to our hope: 
bring us at the last 
to that fullness of life for which we long; 
through Jesus Christ our Saviour. 
Amen. 

The Blessing and Dismissal 
The Lord be with you 
and also with you. 
God, who from the death of sin raised you to new life in Christ,  
keep you from falling and set you in the presence of his glory;  
and the blessing of God almighty,  
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
be among you and remain with you always. 
Amen. 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
In the name of Christ.  Amen. 
The clergy depart. 
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