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Silence 

November pierces with its bleak remembrance 

Of all the bitterness and waste of war. 

Our silence tries but fails to make a semblance 

Of that lost peace they thought worth fighting for. 

Our silence seeths instead with wraiths and whispers, 

And all the restless rumour of new wars, 

The shells are singing as  we sing our vespers, 

No moment is unscarred, there is no pause, 

In every instant bloodied innocence 

Falls to the weary earth ,and whilst we stand 

Quiescence ends again in acquiescence, 

And Abel’s blood still cries  in every land 

One silence only might redeem that blood 

Only the silence of a dying God. 

Malcolm Guite 
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The Gathering 
God is our refuge and strength; a very present help in trouble.              

Psalm 46.1  

This I call to mind, and therefore I have hope: the steadfast love of the Lord 

never ceases, his mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning.                    
Lamentations 3.21-23 

What does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, 

and to walk humbly with your God?                                               
Micah 6.8 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

The Greeting 
The Lord be with you 

and also with you. 

 

The president continues,  

We meet in the presence of God. We commit ourselves to work in 

penitence and faith for reconciliation between the nations, that all people 

may, together, live in freedom, justice and peace. We pray for all who in 

bereavement, disability and pain continue to suffer the consequences of 

fighting and terror. We remember with thanksgiving and sorrow those whose 

lives, in world wars and conflicts past and present, have been given and taken 

away.  
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Invitation to confession 
Let us confess to God the sins and shortcomings of the world; 

its pride, its selfishness, its greed; its evil distortions and hatreds. 

Let us confess our share in what is wrong, 

and our failure to seek and establish that peace 

which God wills for all his children. 

Prayer of Penitence 
Most merciful God, 

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

we confess that we have sinned 

in thought, word and deed. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart. 

We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 

In your mercy forgive what we have been, 

help us to amend what we are, 

and direct what we shall be; 

that we may do justly, love mercy, 

and walk humbly with you, our God. 

Amen. 

The president says  

May the God of love and power 

forgive you and free you from your sins, 

heal and strengthen you by his Spirit, 

and raise you to new life in Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Gloria in Excelsis 
Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks, 

we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 
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you take away the sin of the world: 

have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father. 

Amen. 

 

The Collect  for Remembrance Sunday  

Almighty Father, 

whose will is to restore all things 

in your beloved Son, the King of all: 

govern the hearts and minds of those in authority, 

and bring the families of the nations, 

divided and torn apart by the ravages of sin, 

to be subject to his just and gentle rule; 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever.  

Amen. 
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The Liturgy of the Word  

First Reading    1 Thessalonians 4.13-18 
A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Thessalonians 

We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those 

who have died, so that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. 

For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, 

God will bring with him those who have died. For this we declare to you by 

the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of 

the Lord, will by no means precede those who have died. For the Lord 

himself, with a cry of command, with the archangel’s call and with the sound 

of God’s trumpet, will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise 

first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up in the clouds 

together with them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will be with the 

Lord for ever. Therefore encourage one another with these words. 

This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Gospel Reading   Matthew  25.1-13 
The Lord be with you 

and also with you. 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

Jesus spoke this parable to the disciples: ‘The kingdom of heaven will be like 

this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. Five 

of them were foolish, and five were wise. When the foolish took their lamps, 

they took no oil with them; but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. 

As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept.  

But at midnight there was a shout, “Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come 

out to meet him.” Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their 

lamps. The foolish said to the wise, “Give us some of your oil, for our lamps 

are going out.” But the wise replied, “No! there will not be enough for you 
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and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.” 

And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were 

ready went with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut.  

Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying, “Lord, lord, open to us.” But he 

replied, “Truly I tell you, I do not know you.” Keep awake therefore, for you 

know neither the day nor the hour. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
  

Sermon 

 

Affirmation of Faith 
Let us declare our faith in God. 

 

We believe in God the Father, 

from whom every family 

in heaven and on earth is named. 

 

We believe in God the Son, 

who lives in our hearts through faith, 

and fills us with his love. 

 

We believe in God the Holy Spirit, 

who strengthens us 

with power from on high. 

 

We believe in one God; 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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Act of Remembrance  
In peace let us remember…. 
 

They shall grow not old, 

as we that are left grow old;  

age shall not weary them,  

nor the years condemn.  

 

At the going down of the sun  

and in the morning, 

we will remember them.  

We will remember them.  

 

A short period of silence is kept and 3 candles are lit. 

 

The  Kohima Epitaph  
'When you go home tell them of us and say, for your tomorrow we gave our 

today.'  

 

We continue with prayers of Intercession 

 

Let us pray for all who suffer as a result of conflict,  

and ask that God may give us peace:  

for the service men and women  

who have died in the violence of war,  

each one remembered by and known to God; 

 

May God give peace.  

God give peace.  

 

For those who love them in death as in life,  

offering the distress of our grief  

and the sadness of our loss; 
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May God give peace.  

God give peace.  

 

For all members of the armed forces  

who are in danger this day,  

remembering family, friends  

and all who pray for their safe return; 

 

May God give peace.  

God give peace.  

 

For civilian women, children and men  

whose lives are disfigured by war or terror,  

calling to mind in penitence  

the anger and hatreds of humanity; 

 

May God give peace.  

God give peace.  

 

For peacemakers and peacekeepers,  

who seek to keep this world secure and free;  

 

May God give peace.  

God give peace.  

 

For all who bear the burden and privilege of leadership,  

political, military and religious;  

asking for gifts of wisdom and resolve  

in the search for reconciliation and peace; 

 

May God give peace.  

God give peace.  
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O God of truth and justice,  

we hold before you those whose memory we cherish,  

and those whose names we will never know.  

Help us to lift our eyes above the torment of this broken world,  

and grant us the grace to pray for those who wish us harm.  

As we honour the past, may we put our faith in your future;  

for you are the source of life and hope,  

now and for ever.  

Amen.  

 

 
At the end:   Merciful Father 

accept these prayers 

for the sake of your Son, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

We pray for those for whom prayers have been requested: 

Jonathan; Barrie; Betty; Roger; Jessie; Diane; Cynthia; Ali; Arlo; Daniel; Mar; Jan-

is Gallagher, Jenny & Andrew Priest; Elma Magnall; Jonathan Bellamy; Dave & 

Sandie Morrison; Rhys Williams; Lucy Nicholl.; Frances Kemp; Pat Steel, 

Maureen Steane, Brenda, Anita Murray, David Murray. 

 

We pray for those who have recently died:  

David Cahill; George Davis; Sheila Jarrett; Hans Meulendyk; Jonathan Worsley; 

Roger Sessford. 

 

Those whose years mind falls at this time: 

Ian Sanderson; George Eric Burgess; Fanny Roydhouse; Mary Walker; David 

Fielder. 
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The Liturgy of the Sacrament 

The Peace 
Blessed be Christ, the Prince of Peace 

He breaks down the walls that divide us. 

       

The peace of the Lord be always with you 

and also with you. 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 

All may exchange a sign of peace. 

Please DO NOT share the peace physically  

 

Preparation of the Altar 

Offertory Hymn    
All my hope on God is founded; 

He doth still my trust renew, 

me through change and chance he guideth, 

only good and only true. 

God unknown,  

He alone 

calls my heart to be His own. 

Pride of man and earthly glory, 

sword and crown betray His trust; 

what with care and toil He buildeth, 

tower and temple fall to dust. 

But God’s power, 

hour by hour, 

is my temple and my tower. 

Still from man to God eternal 

sacrifice of praise be done, 

high above all praises praising 

for the gift of Christ, His Son. 
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Christ doth call 

one and all: 

ye who follow shall not fall.  
  Robert Bridges (1844-1930); 

based on the German: Joachim Neander (1650-1680) 

 

Taking of the Bread and Wine 

With this bread that we bring 

we shall remember Jesus. 

With this wine that we bring 

we shall remember Jesus. 

Bread for his body, 

wine for his blood, 

gifts from God to his table we bring. 

We shall remember Jesus. 

Look upon us in mercy not in judgement; 

draw us from hatred to love; 

make the frailty of our praise 

a dwelling place for your glory. 

Amen. 

 

Prayer over the Gifts 
Pray, my brothers and sisters 

that this my sacrifice and yours 

may be acceptable to God, 

the almighty Father. 

May the Lord accept the sacrifice 

at your hands 

for the praise and glory of his name, 

for our good 

and the good of all his church. 
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The Eucharistic Prayer 
Let us pray. 

The Lord is here. 

His Spirit is with us. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Blessed are you, Lord of life, 

creator of heaven and earth, 

to you be glory and praise for ever. 

For through his death on the cross, 

your Son Jesus Christ has broken the power of evil, 

and by his glorious resurrection 

has opened for us the gate of life eternal. 

In him you seek the lost, restoring those whose lives 

have been shattered and torn apart. 

In the fullness of time, he will gather all things to himself, 

enfolding us and all who have died in war in his undying love. 

And so we pray that we who have set our hope on Christ 

may come to the peace of heaven, 

there, with angels and archangels, 

to sing your praise for ever: 

 

Sanctus & Benedictus 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

We praise and bless you, loving Father, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 

and as we obey his command, 

send your Holy Spirit, 

that broken bread and wine outpoured 

may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 
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On the night before he died he had supper with his friends 

and, taking bread, he praised you. 

He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me. 
 

When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 

Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 

Drink this, all of you; 

this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 
 

So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 

in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice 

made once for all upon the cross. 

Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, 

we proclaim his death and resurrection 

until he comes in glory. 

 

Great is the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died: 

Christ is risen: 

Christ will come again. 

Lord of all life, 

help us to work together for that day 

when your kingdom comes 

and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 
 

Look with favour on your people, 

gather us in your loving arms 

and bring us with Giles all the saints 

to feast at your table in heaven. 

 

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ  

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father, 

for ever and ever. 

Amen.  
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The Lord’s Prayer 
Trusting in the compassion of God, 

let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

the power and the glory, 

for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

Breaking of the Bread 
The president breaks the consecrated bread.  

We break this bread 

to share in the body of Christ 

Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 

Agnus Dei 
Jesus, Lamb of God, 

have mercy on us. 

Jesus, bearer of our sins, 

have mercy on us. 

Jesus, redeemer of the world, 

grant us your peace. 
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Giving of Communion 

Prayer 
We use this prayer as a spiritual act of communion 

 

In union, O Lord with the faithful at every altar of your Church, 

where the Holy Eucharist is celebrated, I desire to offer you praise 

and thanksgiving. 

I present to you my soul and body with the earnest wish that I may 

always be united to you. And since I cannot now receive you 

sacramentally, I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. I unite 

myself to you, and embrace you with all the affections of my soul. 

Let nothing ever separate you from me. May I live and die in your 

love.  

Amen. 
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Hymn  This hymn or another may be sung to a recorded version.  
   

Be still, my soul: the Lord is at your side; 

bear patiently the cross of grief and pain; 

leave to your God to order and provide; 

in ev’ry change He faithful will remain. 

Be still, my soul: your best, your heav’nly Friend, 

through thorny ways, leads to a joyful end. 

Be still, my soul: your God will undertake 

to guide the future as He has the past. 

Your hope, your confidence let nothing shake, 

all now mysterious shall be clear at last. 

Be still, my soul: the tempests still obey 

His voice, Who ruled them once on Galilee. 

Be still, my soul: the hour is hastening on 

when we shall be for ever with the Lord, 

when disappointment, grief and fear are gone, 

sorrow forgotten, love’s pure joy restored. 

Be still, my soul: when change and tears are past, 

All safe and blessèd we shall meet at last. 

Katherine A D Von Schlegal (b. 1697) 

© Breitkopf and Hartel Tr. Jane L Borthwick (1813-1897) 
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Prayer after Communion 
Silence is kept. 

Let us pray. 

God our father, your son is our peace 

And his cross the sign of reconciliation. 

Help us, who have shared the broken bread, 

To bring together what is scattered 

And to bind up the wounded; 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

 

An Act of Commitment 
Let us pledge ourselves anew to the service of God 

and our fellow men and women: 

that we may help, encourage and comfort others, 

and support those working for the relief of the needy 

and for the peace and welfare of the nations. 

Lord God our Father, 

we pledge ourselves to serve you and all humankind, 

in the cause of peace, 

for the relief of want and suffering, 

and for the praise of your name. 

Guide us by your Spirit; 

give us wisdom; 

give us courage; 

give us hope; 

and keep us faithful  

now and always. 

Amen. 
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The National Anthem 
God save our gracious Queen, 

Long live our noble Queen, 

God save the Queen. 

Send her victorious, 

happy and glorious, 

long to reign over us: 

God save the Queen. 

The Blessing and Dismissal 
The Lord be with you 

and also with you. 

God grant to the living, grace; 

to the departed, rest; 

to the Church, the Queen, the Commonwealth, and all humankind, 

peace and concord; 

and to us and all his servants, life everlasting; 

and the blessing … 

Amen. 

Go in peace to love your neighbour. 

Go in power to work for reconciliation. 

Go in hope to proclaim the resurrection. 

Thanks be to God. 

The clergy depart. 

 

A short wreath laying ceremony with a small official party will take place at 

the cenotaph around 10.50 a.m. on Remembrance Sunday. Late permission 

has been given for this and people are able to gather provided they socially 

distance at all times. 

 

The Burma Star flag will be formally received by Canon June at the cenotaph 

ceremony for Remembrance Sunday. The standard  will then be taken back to 

St Giles ready to be placed in the St Oswald’s chapel. 
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