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 ** NO PUBLIC WORSHIP IN CHURCH UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE ** 

There will be no service at St Mary’s this Sunday, 17th January 2021. 

Public services will be live streamed on Facebook on Sunday, 17th January,  Wednesday 

20th January at 9.30am and Sunday, 24th January at 10.15am. 

Weekly online Compline - 8.00pm on Thursdays with Jill Clapham, trainee Reader. 

SUNDAY, 17th JANUARY 2021 - 2nd SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY 
 

A notice regarding suspension of public worship at St Giles with St Mary’s (in 
the Benefice of Pontefract) for a specified period. To be reviewed by 7th       
February 2021. Livestreaming of services from church will continue.  

A communication from the Standing Committee of the St Giles PCC which met again on Tuesday 
12th January 2021.  

In the previous two lockdowns, we have been required to close for public worship. This 
time we are permitted to remain open, within a climate of strong directives to ‘stay home’ 
except for the specific purposes that the government permits. Given the above, and with 
right concerns for the well-being of our volunteers, we have needed to think again about 
the implications of inviting people to come to worship in a building with multiple other 
people, however robust our safety procedures, when the government is saying “stay at 
home”.  Additionally, we are being asked not to travel outside our local area, and to restrict 
ourselves to meeting outside with only one person from outside our household.  

The media of course continues to bring us sobering statistics that this strain of covid is 
very virulent and that a tougher approach may yet be needed, along with the determination 
to roll out as fast as possible the ‘vaccination’ of vulnerable groups.  

The Diocese:  In an email letter yesterday, the diocesan chief executive, included the    
advice from Bishop Nick which permits the leadership of local churches to make their own 
decisions on whether to remain open for communal worship, prayer and other activities. It 
states that if churches remain open in any respect, they need to be confident that all       
legalities and guidelines will be adhered to and 2 metres distance maintained between    

NATIONAL LOCKDOWN—REMEMBER  -  HANDS, FACE, SPACE. 
Approximately 1 in 3 people who have coronavirus have no symptoms and could be 
spreading it without realising it. 

 hands – wash your hands regularly and for at least 20 seconds 
 face – wear a face covering in indoor settings where social distancing may be difficult, 
and where you will come into contact with people you do not normally meet 
 space – stay 2 metres apart from people you do not live with where possible, or 1   
metre with extra precautions in place (such as wearing face coverings). 

http://www.facebook.com/stgilespontefract


individuals/bubbles both on entry, during and on leaving church. The letter reiterated the 
bishop’s words that ‘may’ stay open does not mean ‘should’, and if there is ‘any concern or 
doubt’ then they advise a cautious approach. COVID safety so far at St Giles we have been 
able to offer public worship since July, with a break during the November lockdown, with-
out any known COVID transmission. Locally, our risk assessments and procedures are    
robust, and in general our congregation have been compliant with the safety measures they 
are required to observe within the building. Our churchwardens, volunteer stewards and 
caretaker have worked hard to keep us open safely, but we have needed to consider afresh 
their safety in a changed national situation.  

This week the Director of Public health (in Wakefield and its districts) asked faith        
communities to consider not meeting in order to help prevent any transmission of the new 
strain. In the light of this Wakefield cathedral took the decision to close from Tuesday this 
week, apart from being open at set times of private prayer.  

The local statistics continue to show rising cases of Covid-19 and increased hospitalisation. 
It doesn’t appear that we have ‘peaked’ with rising cases nor that we are on a downward 
curve. Overall, in our district, the picture is one of a continued increase in community 
transmission. None of us knows whether this situation will continue to get worse and at 
what speed. It is clear however that lessening contact with each other gives us the best 
chance of avoiding the kind of awful statistics we have seen in other parts of the country. In 
Pontefract district, we hopefully still have a chance to impact our local situation for the 
better.  

There are of course clear benefits to people’s wellbeing when they can attend public   
worship, and receive Holy Communion: being together in church, even if under very       
restricted forms of communication and fellowship has immense value. So, any decision to 
temporarily remove this, comes with a very heavy heart indeed.  

Summary:  In the light of the above, the standing committee has decided to suspend  
public worship for the time being. This will be reviewed no later than 7th February with the 
hope that we might be able to worship again in church on Ash Wednesday (17th February). 
However, any change in local or national guidance would lead to a review at any point    
before or after that date. The Prime Minister has indicated that mid-February may bring a 
relaxation of lockdown, so Ash Wednesday (17th February) may be a good point to aim for 
any resumption of public worship. But there are no guarantees this time frame can be met.  

Process:  The Bishop of Leeds asks us to inform the archdeacon and area bishop should 
we take the decision to close and I have already checked that out with the archdeacon 
ahead of my communication to you.  

After Wednesday 13th January 2021, we will remain open solely for: 

 Private prayer on Wednesdays from 10.00-11.30am  

 Lunch with Us (takeaway service) between 12.00-1.00pm  

 Funerals (maximum 30 people)  
 Weddings (6 maximum)  
 Baptisms when public worship resumes  

Mass on Wednesdays (9.30am) and Sundays (10.15am) will be livestreamed 
from church, along with weekly Compline on Thursdays (8.00pm).  

Canon June Lawson  
12/01/2020  
 



Collect 

Almighty God, 
in Christ you make all things new: 
transform the poverty of our nature by the riches of your grace, 
and in the renewal of our lives 
make known your heavenly glory; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. 

 

Revelations 5.1-10 

The Scroll and the Lamb 

5 Then I saw in the right hand of the one seated on the throne a scroll 
written on the inside and on the back, sealed with seven seals; 2 and I saw a 
mighty angel proclaiming with a loud voice, “Who is worthy to open the 
scroll and break its seals?” 3 And no one in heaven or on earth or under 
the earth was able to open the scroll or to look into it. 4 And I began to 
weep bitterly because no one was found worthy to open the scroll or to 
look into it. 5 Then one of the elders said to me, “Do not weep. See, the Li-
on of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has conquered, so that he can 
open the scroll and its seven seals.” 
6 Then I saw between the throne and the four living creatures and among 
the elders a Lamb standing as if it had been slaughtered, having seven horns 
and seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the 
earth. 7 He went and took the scroll from the right hand of the one who 
was seated on the throne. 8 When he had taken the scroll, the four living 
creatures and the twenty-four elders fell before the Lamb, each holding a 
harp and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the 
saints. 9 They sing a new song:   

    “You are worthy to take the scroll 
        and to open its seals, 
    for you were slaughtered and by your blood you ransomed for God 
        saints from every tribe and language and people and nation; 
10   you have made them to be a kingdom and priests serving our God, 
        and they will reign on earth.” 

READINGS FOR SUNDAY, 17TH JANUARY 2021 

2nd SUNDAY OF EPIPHANY  



John 1.43 to end 

Jesus Calls Philip and Nathanael 
43 The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to 
him, “Follow me.” 44 Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and 
Peter. 
45 Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him about whom  
Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from      
Nazareth.” 46 Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of           
Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 47 When Jesus saw         
Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, “Here is truly an Israelite in 
whom there is no deceit!” 48 Nathanael asked him, “Where did you get to 
know me?” Jesus  answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before Philip 
called you.” 49 Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are 
the King of Israel!” 50 Jesus    answered, “Do you believe because I told you 
that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things than 
these.” 51 And he said to him, “Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven 
opened and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of 
Man.” 
 
 
 

DAILY READINGS THIS WEEK  

 

 

Monday, 18th Morning: Psalm 146 & 1 Corinthians 6.1-11 

Week of Prayer for  

Christian Unity 

Evening: Psalm 71 & Matthew 24.1-14 

Tuesday, 19th Morning: Psalm 132 & 1 Corinthians 6.12 to end 

  Evening: Psalm 89.1-37 & Matthew 24.15-28 

Wednesday, 20th Morning: Psalm 81 & 1 Corinthians 7.1-24 

  Evening: Psalm 97 & Matthew 24.29 to end 

Thursday, 21st Morning: Psalm 76 & 1 Corinthians 7.25 to end 

  Evening: Psalm 111 & Matthew 25.1-13 

Friday, 22nd Morning: Psalm 27 & 1 Corinthians 8 

  Evening: Psalm 73 & Matthew 25 14-30 

Saturday, 23rd Morning Psalm 122 & 1 Corinthians 9.1-14 

  Evening: Psalm 61 & Matthew 25.31 to end 



We pray for those who  are ill: 

Morag; Jonathan; Stephanie; Brenda; Barrie; Roger; Jessie; Diane; Cynthia; Ali;  

Daniel; Mar; Janis Gallagher, Jenny & Andrew Priest; Jonathan Bellamy; Sandie  

Morrison; Rhys Williams; Lucy Nicholl; Frances Kemp; Pat Steel; Maureen 

Steane; Anita Murray; David Murray; Robert Metcalfe; Barbara Berridge; Gayle 

Abelthorpe; Fred Ruddick.  

We pray for those who have recently died: 

Robert Broughton; Elizabeth Reed; Evelyn Sarah Leigh; Elsie Hill, Evelyn      

Jackson.  

 

And those whose years mind falls at this time: 
Peter Danby; Tom Sharp; Brian Sanderson; Wallace Jeffery; Arthur Mercer; Brian 
Reed 

THE WORLD OF JESUS 

The Lay Training team are pleased to offer an online training course - ‘The World of 
Jesus’ with Gordon Dey, - starting Wednesday, February 3rd 2021, 7.00pm-9.00pm 
for eight weeks (with a break on March 3rd). 

John’s Gospel captures the amazing truth: ‘And the Word became flesh and dwelt 
among us’. Jesus came and lived on earth in ‘time and place’.  He stepped into ‘our 
world’ so that we can step into his.  He invites us today to explore afresh all that he 
brought to those with whom he shared his life almost exactly 2000 years ago, so that 
this can inspire and  inform us today, in 2021. 

But those were different times, and different places, and with people who lived in a 
very  different culture. Indeed in 30 AD people who lived in what we describe as 
‘The Holy Land’ lived in a wide range of contrasting cultural and geographical       
settings.   If we are to gain best insight from a study of the Gospels we will do well 
to get to grips with the context in which Jesus was immersed, and in which his     
ministry flourished. 

‘The World of Jesus’ will offer an opportunity to explore these things over eight   
sessions. Drawing from scripture, other contemporary writings, and extensive       
archaeological evidence, we’ll gain a better grasp of the social, political and            
geographical context of Jesus’ ministry.  Not only will this be fascinating, it will also 
enable the scriptures to come alive – indeed ‘the Word will be made Flesh’ afresh for 
God’s people today. 

The course is an opportunity to explore the people and places of Jesus’ ministry 
from  Nazareth through to Jerusalem, as detailed on the following page. 

Places are limited so for more information and to book please see  

https://learning.leeds.anglican.org/course/the-world-of-jesus/                       Cont’d... 

https://learning.leeds.anglican.org/course/the-world-of-jesus/


 

If you would like something posted on our social media platforms, please email:  
 

stgmsocialmedia@gmail.com  
 

To keep in touch with the latest news from the Parish, please visit our websites: 
 

www.stgilespontefract.org.uk          www.stgilescentrepontefract.org.uk               

                  Like us on Facebook www.facebook.com/stgilespontefract  

              Twitter: @CofEPontefract & Instagram: stgilespontefract  

SPONSOR A SERVICE SHEET 

Do you have a memory, either happy or sad, that you would like to share with our        
congregation, a wedding anniversary; a birthday; the passing of a loved one.  Please        
consider sponsoring our service sheet so that we can share this with you.  Either write 
your dedication in the diary in Reception or email to stgmnotices@gmx.com or 
stgileschurchpontefract@gmail.com . 

David Leigh will happily receive any sponsorship contributions.   

 
Account:  St Giles Parochial Church Council,  Bank:  Yorkshire Bank, 25 Ropergate,        

Pontefract WF8 1LQ 

Sort Code:  05-06-71                

Account Number:  16172795 

  

 The January Parish Magazine is available to view on the website.   
Thank you to all those who have submitted items for the magazine.   
 
If you would like to contribute to the February magazine, please send                           
your article to either Bruce Dalgleish (brucedalgleish0@gmail.com)                                
or Stuart Lonsdale (stgmnotices@gmx.com).  The deadline for receipt of                              
articles is Sunday, 24th January 2021. 

A zoom invitation will be sent before the start of the course. 

THE WORLD OF JESUS 

Topic        Date 

JESUS OF NAZARETH     3rd February 2021   

JESUS AND THE SEA OF GALILEE   10th February 2021   

JESUS AND THE DECAPOLIS   17th February 2021   

JESUS AND SAMARIA     24th February 2021    

JESUS AND THE JORDAN VALLEY  10th March 2021   

JESUS AND JUDEA      17th March 2021   

JESUS AND THE COASTAL PLAIN  24th March 2021   

JESUS AND JERUSALEM     31st March 2021  

mailto:stgmsocialmedia@gmail.com
mailto:stgmnotices@gmx.com
mailto:stgileschurchpontefract@gmail.com
http://www.stgilespontefract.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Parish-Mag-Jan-2021-compressed-1.pdf
mailto:brucedalgleish0@gmail.com
mailto:stgmnotices@gmx.com


Daily Hope offers music, prayers and reflections as well as 
full worship services from the Church of England at the 
end of a telephone line.  The line, which is available 24 
hours a day on  

0800 804 8044  
has been set up particularly with those unable to join online 
church services during the period of restrictions. 

HELPING TO RAISE MONEY FOR            
ST GILES 

Over £32m has been raised for good causes through the UK’s biggest charity shopping          
fund-raising site https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stgilescp/ 

Easyfundraising has over 4,000 shops and sites which will donate to us at no extra cost to 
yourself, including lots of big name retailers like John Lewis, Argos, Currys/PC World,     
Amazon, eBay, M&S, Just Eat, Domino's Pizza, Debenhams, Screwfix, Wilko.com. All you have 
to do is go through the easyfundraising website or App whenever you shop online and the 
church will receive a % of your spend as a free donation, at no cost to you or us. 

Happy Shopping! 

LUNCH WITH US  

Lunch with Us will continue to offer a takeaway service on   

Wednesdays, 12.00pm—1.00pm 

Thank you in advance to all the volunteers for making this possible. 

Caring for each other…. 
As we enter the second lockdown, lets us think of our friends and          
acquaintances.  If you haven’t seen or heard from someone for a while, try 
and find out how they are or let us know and we will try to make contact.  
Please also ask the person if they would like to go on the service prayer 
list (using their full name or just first name).  A note to us giving a contact  
number or address of the person concerned often helps.   

PUBLICATION DEADLINE 
 

Deadline for Notices and Prayer List,  Tuesday, 19 January.   Items must be         
received by 3:00p.m.   

 

Please e-mail Vivienne Smales at stgileschurchpontefract@gmail.com 

An additional £17.63 has been raised for St Giles over the Christmas and 
New Year period.  

Well done and thank you! Just remember, it can be used all year! 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/stgilescp/
mailto:stgileschurchpontefract@gmail.com

