The Parish Church of St Giles
with St Mary’s, Pontefract

Palm Sunday
28th March 2021,
at10.15 a.m.
Live at St Giles’ Church and

Live Streamed on Facebook

•

MOBILE PHONES—To avoid loss of signal when livestreaming the
service, would you please either turn your phone off or put it onto
‘Airplane Mode’ in settings

•

FACE MASKS – must be worn unless you are exempt

•

TEST AND TRACE – Please give your details to the sidesperson or use
the NHS ‘Test and Trace’ app

•

HAND HYGIENE – Please sanitise on entry and exit and before
receiving communion

•

SOCIAL DISTANCING – The 2 metres rule to be followed, or if not
possible 1 metre plus with mitigations

•

SEATING ARRANGEMENTS – You will be seated in appropriate seats by
the sidespeople

•

SERVICE SHEETS – Please take home with you

•

MUSIC, SINGING AND RESPONSES - Singing is not currently permitted
for congregations. A small choral group is permitted. All responses will be
said using a quiet voice

•

THE PEACE – please only share by a smile or wave

•

RECEIVING COMMUNION – The sidespeople will direct you. Please
sanitise your hands as directed. When you reach the priest, please
remove your mask and stretch out your hands.

•

AT THE END OF THE SERVICE - Please remain in your seat until a
steward asks you to leave, and then please go directly to the designated
exit as guided by them. Mingling amongst groups is not permitted by law
indoors and outdoors.

•

FOOD AND DRINK – sadly, there can be no refreshments available after
the service.

•

LIGHTING OF CANDLES – can be done after the service.

•

TOILETS -Toilet facilities are available, but only one person will be able
to enter the toilet area at a time to ensure social distancing.

•

TITHES AND OFFERINGS – please place onto the plate near the exit
door.
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Welcome
We welcome you to this celebration of Parish Mass for Palm Sunday whether
you are present in church or at home.
Palm Sunday marks the beginning of Holy Week, the annual memorial of
Jesus’ death and resurrection. Jesus’ last days were spent in Jerusalem, the
ancient capital city of Israel. On Palm Sunday we remember his triumphal
entry into the city, when he was hailed as King David’s heir, the promised
Messiah, by the same crowds who would later call for him to be crucified.
The symbolic act of processing with palms (usually enacted on this day) is a
very ancient Christian tradition, which encourages all of us to take our place
amongst the crowds and walk alongside Jesus during Holy Week. Palm Sunday
is also traditionally a day when the Passion Narrative: the story of Jesus’
suffering and death, is read.

The Palm Sunday liturgy, in particular, helps us to feel again what it is to be
part of a crowd that welcomes a humble king: to undergo joy, mood change
and face the challenging questions that are so much a part of our Christian
lives – all significant as we prepare for Easter.
On this day, then, we move from the joyful celebration of Jesus as King to
remembering his death on the cross, anticipating the events of Maundy
Thursday and Good Friday.
We wear red vestments, because we have moved from Lenten preparation
and penitence into the spiritual roller-coaster of exaltation, abasement,
expectation, identification with Jesus and joy that is Holy Week itself.
(Adapted from Palm Sunday liturgy 2020, Wakefield Cathedral).
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The Liturgy of the Palms
Commemoration of the Lord’s Entry into Jerusalem

Introit
The children of the Hebrews,
carrying palms and olive branches,
went forth to meet the Lord,
crying out and saying.
Hosanna in the highest!

The Gathering
In

the name of the Father,
and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Hosanna to the Son of David.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Behold your king comes to you, O Zion,
meek and lowly, sitting upon an ass.
Ride on in the cause of truth and for the sake of justice.
Your throne is the throne of God, it endures for ever;
and the sceptre of your kingdom is a righteous sceptre.
You have loved righteousness and hated evil.
Therefore God, your God, has anointed you
with the oil of gladness above your fellows.
Hosanna to the Son of David.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

The Greeting
Grace, mercy and peace
from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ
be with you
and also with you.
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Introduction
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, during Lent we have been preparing by
works of love and self-sacrifice for the celebration of our Lord’s death and
resurrection. Today we come together to begin this solemn celebration in
union with the Church throughout the world. Christ enters his own city to
complete his work as our Saviour, to suffer, to die, and to rise again. Let us go
with him in faith and love, so that, united with him in his sufferings, we may
share his risen life.

Prayer over the Palms
The people hold up their palms while this prayer is said by the president

God our Saviour,
whose Son Jesus Christ entered Jerusalem as Messiah to suffer and to die;
let these palms be for us signs of his victory
and grant that we who bear them in his name
may ever hail him as our King,
and follow him in the way that leads to eternal life;
who lives and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
now and for ever.
Amen.

The Palm Gospel

Mark 11.1-11

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.
When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near the
Mount of Olives, he sent two of his disciples and said to them, ‘Go into the
village ahead of you, and immediately as you enter it, you will find tied there a
colt that has never been ridden; untie it and bring it. If anyone says to you,
“Why are you doing this?” just say this, “The Lord needs it and will send it
back here immediately.”’ They went away and found a colt tied near a door,
outside in the street. As they were untying it, some of the bystanders said to
them, ‘What are you doing, untying the colt?’ They told them what Jesus had
said; and they allowed them to take it. Then they brought the colt to Jesus
and threw their cloaks on it; and he sat on it. Many people spread their
cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy branches that they had cut in the
fields. Then those who went ahead and those who followed were shouting,
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‘Hosanna!
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David!
Hosanna in the highest heaven!’
Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he had
looked around at everything, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany
with the twelve.
This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Hymn
Ride on, ride on in majesty!
Hark, all the tribes hosanna cry.
O Saviour meek, pursue Thy road
with palms and scattered garments strowed.
Ride on, ride on in majesty!
In lowly pomp ride on to die:
O Christ,Thy triumphs now begin
o’er captive death and conquered sin.
Ride on, ride on in majesty!
The wingèd squadrons of the sky
look down with sad and wondering eyes
to see the approaching sacrifice.
Ride on, ride on in majesty!
Thy last and fiercest strife is nigh:
the Father on His sapphire throne
awaits His own anointed Son.
Ride on, ride on in majesty!
In lowly pomp ride on to die;
bow Thy meek head to mortal pain,
then take, O God, Thy power, and reign.
Henry Hart Milman (1791-1868)

)
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The Collect for Palm Sunday
Let us pray.
Silence is kept

True and humble king,
hailed by the crowd as Messiah:
grant us the faith to know you and love you,
that we may be found beside you
on the way of the cross,
which is the path of glory.
Amen.

The Liturgy of the Word
Reading

Philippians 2.5-11

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Philippians.

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,
who, though he was in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited,
but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness.
And being found in human form, he humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of death –
even death on a cross.
Therefore God also highly exalted him
and gave him the name that is above every name,
so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.
This is the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God.
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The Passion according to St Mark
The dramatic reading of the Passion replaces the usual Gospel reading. At the end of the
reading, silence is kept.

The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Saint Mark.

Mark 15.1
Mark:
As soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a consultation with the
elders and scribes and the whole council. They bound Jesus, led him away,
and handed him over to Pilate. Pilate asked him,
Pilate:

Are you the King of the Jews?
Mark:
Jesus answered him,
Jesus:
You say so.
Mark:

Then the chief priests accused him of many things. Pilate asked him again,
Pilate:
Have you no answer? See how many charges they bring against you.
Mark:
But Jesus made no further reply, so that Pilate was amazed.
Now at the festival he used to release a prisoner for them, anyone for
whom they asked. Now a man called Barabbas was in prison with the
rebels who had committed murder during the insurrection. So the crowd
came and began to ask Pilate to do for them according to his
custom. Then he answered them,
Pilate:
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Do you want me to release for you the King of the Jews?

Mark:

For he realized that it was out of jealousy that the chief priests had handed
him over. But the chief priests stirred up the crowd to have him release
Barabbas for them instead. Pilate spoke to them again,
Pilate:
Then what do you wish me to do with the man you call the King of the
Jews?
Mark:

They shouted back,
Crowd:
Crucify him!
Mark:
Pilate asked them,
Pilate:

Why, what evil has he done?
Mark:
But they shouted all the more,
Crowd:
Crucify him!
Mark:

So Pilate, wishing to satisfy the crowd, released Barabbas for them; and
after flogging Jesus, he handed him over to be crucified.
Then the soldiers led him into the courtyard of the palace (that is, the
governor’s headquarters); and they called together the whole cohort. And
they clothed him in a purple cloak; and after twisting some thorns into a
crown, they put it on him. And they began saluting him,
Soldiers:
Hail, King of the Jews!
Mark:
They struck his head with a reed, spat upon him, and knelt down in
homage to him. After mocking him, they stripped him of the purple cloak
and put his own clothes on him. Then they led him out to crucify him.
They compelled a passer-by, who was coming in from the country, to carry
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his cross; it was Simon of Cyrene, the father of Alexander and
Rufus. Then they brought Jesus to the place called Golgotha (which
means the place of a skull). And they offered him wine mixed with myrrh;
but he did not take it. And they crucified him, and divided his clothes
among them, casting lots to decide what each should take.
It was nine o’clock in the morning when they crucified him. The
inscription of the charge against him read, ‘The King of the Jews.’ And
with him they crucified two bandits, one on his right and one on his
left.Those who passed by derided him, shaking their heads and saying,

Crowd:
Aha! You who would destroy the temple and build it in three
days, save yourself, and come down from the cross!
Mark:
In the same way the chief priests, along with the scribes, were also
mocking him among themselves and saying,
Chief Priests:
He saved others; he cannot save himself. Let the Messiah, the King of
Israel, come down from the cross now, so that we may see and believe.
Mark:
Those who were crucified with him also taunted him.
When it was noon, darkness came over the whole land until three in the
afternoon. At three o’clock Jesus cried out with a loud voice,

Jesus:
Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?
Mark:
which means,
Jesus:
My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?
Mark:
When some of the bystanders heard it, they said,
Crowd:
Listen, he is calling for Elijah.
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Mark:

And someone ran, filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on a stick, and
gave it to him to drink, saying,
Bystander:
Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to take him down.
Mark:
Then Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his last. And the curtain of the
temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. Now when the centurion,
who stood facing him, saw that in this way he breathed his last, he said,
Centurion:
Truly this man was God’s Son!
Mark 15.39
Mark:

There were also women looking on from a distance; among them were
Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James the younger and of
Joses, and Salome. These used to follow him and provided for him when
he was in Galilee; and there were many other women who had come up
with him to Jerusalem.
When evening had come, and since it was the day of Preparation, that is,
the day before the sabbath, Joseph of Arimathea, a respected member of
the council, who was also himself waiting expectantly for the kingdom of
God, went boldly to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Then Pilate
wondered if he were already dead; and summoning the centurion, he
asked him whether he had been dead for some time. When he learned
from the centurion that he was dead, he granted the body to
Joseph. Then Joseph bought a linen cloth, and taking down the body,
wrapped it in the linen cloth, and laid it in a tomb that had been hewn
out of the rock. He then rolled a stone against the door of the
tomb. Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses saw where the
body was laid.

Homily
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Prayers of Intercession
We come in faith to the throne of grace, offering our prayers to God, the
source of all life and holiness.
After each prayer:

Lord, in your mercy
hear our prayer.

We pray for those for whom prayers have been requested:

Sebastian; Jonathan; Brenda; Janet; Morag; Catherine; Cynthia; Denzil & David;
Andrew & Jenny; Ali & Barbara Berridge; Ann Knox; Gayle Ablethorpe; ; Janis
Gallagher; Lucy Nicholl; Rhys Williams; Anita Murray; David Murray; Jonathan
Bellamy; Fred Ruddick; Maureen Steane; Pat Steel; Robert Metcalfe.
We pray for those who have recently died:

Marjorie Pickles; John Edward Green.
Those whose years mind falls at this time:

Donald Richard Chessman; Dorothy Goddard.
At the end:

Merciful Father
accept these prayers
for the sake of your Son,
our Saviour Jesus Christ.
Amen.
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The Liturgy of the Sacrament
The Peace
Once we were far off, but now in union with Christ Jesus
we have been brought near through the shedding of Christ’s blood,
for he is our peace.
cf Ephesians 2.13
The peace of the Lord be always with you
and also with you.
Let us offer one another a sign of peace.
All may exchange a sign of peace.
Please DO NOT share the peace physically

Preparation of the Altar
Hymn
My song is love unknown,
my Saviour’s love to me;
love to the loveless shown,
that they might lovely be.
O, who am I,
that for my sake
my Lord should take
frail flesh, and die?
He came from His blest throne
salvation to bestow;
but men made strange, and none
the longed-for Christ would know:
but O, my Friend,
my Friend indeed,
Who at my need
His life did spend!
Sometimes they strew His way,
and His sweet praises sing;
resounding all the day
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Hosannas to their King.
Then ‘Crucify!’
is all their breath,
and for His death
they thirst and cry.
They rise and needs will have
my dear Lord made away;
a murderer they save,
the Prince of life they slay.
Yet cheerful He
to suffering goes,
that He His foes
from thence might free.
Here might I stay and sing,
no story so divine;
never was love, dear King,
never was grief like Thine.
This is my Friend,
in whose sweet praise
I all my days
could gladly spend.
Samuel Crossman (1624-1683)
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Taking of the Bread and Wine
Jesus, true vine and bread of life,
ever giving yourself that the world might live,
let us share your death and passion:
make us perfect in your love.
Amen.

Prayer over the Gifts
Pray, my brothers and sisters
that this my sacrifice and yours
may be acceptable to God,
the almighty Father.
May the Lord accept the sacrifice
at your hands
for the praise and glory of his name.
for our good
and the good of all his church.
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The Eucharistic Prayer
Let us pray.
The Lord is here.
His Spirit is with us.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give thanks and praise.
It is indeed right and just,
our duty and our salvation,
always and everywhere to give you thanks,
holy Father, almighty and eternal God,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
For as the time of his passion and resurrection draws near
the whole world is called to acknowledge his hidden majesty.
The power of the life-giving cross
reveals the judgement that has come upon the world
and the triumph of Christ crucified.
He is the victim who dies no more,
the Lamb once slain, who lives for ever,
our advocate in heaven to plead our cause,
exalting us there to join with angels and archangels,
for ever praising you and saying:
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

We praise and bless you, loving Father,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord;
and as we obey his command, send your Holy Spirit,
that broken bread and wine outpoured
may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son.
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On the night before he died he had supper with his friends
and, taking bread, he praised you.
He broke the bread, gave it to them and said:
Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;
do this in remembrance of me.
When supper was ended he took the cup of wine.
Again he praised you, gave it to them and said:
Drink this, all of you;
this is my blood of the new covenant,
which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.
So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did,
in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice
made once for all upon the cross.
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation,
we proclaim his death and resurrection
until he comes in glory.
Great is the mystery of faith:
Christ has died:
Christ is risen:
Christ will come again.
Lord of all life,
help us to work together for that day when your kingdom comes
and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth.
Look with favour on your people, gather us in your loving arms
and bring us with Our Lady, Giles and all the saints
to feast at your table in heaven.
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father,
for ever and ever.
Amen.
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The Lord’s Prayer
Standing at the foot of the cross,
let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done;
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power and the glory,
for ever and ever.
Amen.

Breaking of the Bread
The president breaks the consecrated bread.

Every time we eat this bread
and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death
until he comes.

Agnus Dei
Jesus, Lamb of God,
have mercy on us.
Jesus, bearer of our sins,
have mercy on us.
Jesus, redeemer of the world,
grant us your peace.
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Giving of Communion
The president says the invitation to communion.

Jesus is the Lamb of God
who takes away the sin of the world.
Blessed are those who are called to his supper.
Lord, I am not worthy to receive you,
but only say the word, and I shall be healed.
The President and people receive communion.

The body of Christ broken for you. Amen.
Those who feel unable or do not wish to receive communion at the moment, may use this
prayer silently as a spiritual act of communion.

In union, O Lord with the faithful at every altar of your Church,
where the Holy Eucharist is celebrated, I desire to offer you praise
and thanksgiving. I present to you my soul and body with the
earnest wish that I may always be united to you.
And since I cannot now receive you sacramentally, I ask you to
come spiritually into my heart. I unite myself to you, and embrace
you with all the affections of my soul. Let nothing ever separate you
from me.
May I live and die in your love.

Hymn
There is a green hill far away,
without a city wall,
where the dear Lord was crucified
who died to save us all.
We may not know, we cannot tell,
what pains He had to bear,
but we believe it was for us
He hung and suffered there.
He died that we might be forgiven,
He died to make us good,
that we might go at last to heaven,
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saved by His precious blood.

There was no other good enough
to pay the price of sin,
He only could unlock the gate
of heaven, and let us in.
O dearly, dearly has He loved!
And we must love Him too,
and trust in His redeeming blood,
and try His works to do.
Cecil Frances Alexander (1818-1895)

Prayer after Communion
Silence is kept.

Let us pray.

Lord Jesus Christ,
you humbled yourself in taking the form of a servant,
and in obedience died on the cross for our salvation:
give us the mind to follow you
and to proclaim you as Lord and King,
to the glory of God the Father.
Amen.
Notices are given.

The Blessing and Dismissal
The Lord be with you
and also with you.
Christ crucified draw you to himself,
to find in him a sure ground for faith,
a firm support for hope,
and the assurance of sins forgiven;
and the blessing ………..
20

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord
In the name of Christ. Amen.
The clergy recess

Hymn
All for Jesus! All for Jesus!
This our song shall ever be;
for we have no hope, nor Saviour,
if we have not hope in Thee.
All for Jesus! Thou wilt give us
strength to serve Thee, hour by hour:
none can move us from Thy presence
while we trust Thy love and pow’r.
All for Jesus! At Thine altar
Thou dost give us sweet content;
there, dear Saviour, we receive Thee
in the holy sacrament.
All for Jesus! Thou hast loved us,
all for Jesus! Thou hast died,
all for Jesus! Thou art with us;
all for Jesus glorified!
All for Jesus! All for Jesus!
This the Church’s song shall be,
till at last the flock is gathered
one in love, and one in Thee.
William John Sparrow-Simpson (1859-1952)
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This service sheet is sponsored
with

treasured memories of my very dear husband

Donald Richard Chessman
A loved brother, uncle, and great uncle.
R.I.P.
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