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Please Note 

 

Obviously the actual occurrence of any event outlined in the magazine this 
month is completely out of our control.  This e-magazine is simply produced 
in the hope that its pages promise a return to normality as soon as possible. 
 
For up to date information about the progress we are making, make sure you 
download the weekly notice sheet from the website -  
 
http://www.stgilespontefract.org.uk/weekly-notices-2/  
 
Hopefully as matters improve we can return, soon to a printed copy of the 
magazine. 
 
God bless and keep you all safe. 
 
The Editorial team 
 

Some articles in this magazine are reproduced, with permission, from the 
Website -  https://www.parishpump.co.uk/  

ALTHOUGH THE CHURCH IS NOW OPEN FOR PRIVATE 
PRAYER, WE WOULD ASK YOU PLEASE TO NOTE AND ABIDE 
BY THE FOLLOWING GUIDELINES, WHICH ARE CURRENTLY 

IN PLACE.  
 

CORONAVIRUS GUIDELINES  
 

i� Please respect social distancing  
i� Use hand sanitiser in Reception on entry  
i� Use hand sanitiser next to North door on exit  
i� If you wish to light a candle, obtain a taper from Reception and 

dispose of it in the sand tray by the candle stand  
i� Use only the plastic chairs provided.  
i� Follow the one-way system  
i� Refrain from socialising with people inside church who are not 

in your household. 
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PARISH OF PONTEFRACT 

6W�*LOHV·�ZLWK�6W�0DU\ 
 

A letter from Fr Rod. 
 
I have just watched the funeral of Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh on television in 
the company of a few people who live at Carleton Court. I was struck by the 
tangible emotion generated, and sympathetic comments made about, both the 
loss of Prince Philip, and the grief the Queen must feel after 73 years of marriage. 
She, the Queen, now having to carry on alone. I am sure there were those 
watching with me that know that feeling only too well. 

7KH�RWKHU�WKHPH�WKDW�GRPLQDWHG�WKH�FRQYHUVDWLRQ�ZDV�¶VHUYLFH·��:KDW�WKH\�DV�D�
FRXSOH�KDG�FRQWULEXWHG�WR�WKLV�RXU�QDWLRQ·V�OLIH��DW�WLPHV�SD\LQJ�D�FRQVLGHUDEOH�
personal price for upholding the neutrality of a constitutional monarchy.  

%HLQJ�RI�¶VHUYLFH·�WR�WKH�RWKHU�LV�QRW�IDVKLRQDEOH�DQ\PRUH��:H�OLYH�LQ�VRFLHW\�WKDW�
¶GRHV�QRW�GR�DQ\WKLQJ�IRU�QRWKLQJ·��7KHUH�KDV�WR�EH�SD\�RII�RU�SD\�EDFN��:H�VHH�
this in public life as politicians no longer run for office for the public good but see 
it as a stepping- stone to future riches. 

*RQH�DUH�WKH�GD\V�RI�ORFDO�SKLODQWKURS\��ZKHQ�¶WKH�FRPPRQ�JRRG·�OHG�SHRSOH�WR�
VHUYH��RQ�WKH�ORFDO�FRXQFLO��5RWDU\��:RPHQ·V�,QVWLWXWH��+HDOWK�%RDUGV�HWF�� 

-HVXV�VDLG��¶,I�DQ\�RI�\RX�ZDQW�WR�EH�P\�GLVFLSOHV��\RX�PXVW�EHFRPH�WKH�VHUYDQW�RI�
RWKHUV�µ�+H�KLPVHOI��WKH�VRQ�RI�$OPLJKW\�*RG��JDYH�+LPVHOI�WR�WKH�VHUYLFH�RI�
others, even unto death. 

6R�LW�LV�WKDW�¶VHUYLFH·�WR�WKH�RWKHU�LV�D�&KULVWLDQ�DWWULEXWH�DQG�,�VXVSHFW�WKDW�WKH�
GHPLVH�RI�¶VHUYLFH·�SXEOLF�RU�¶VHUYLFH·��RWKHUZLVH��LV�UHIOHFWHG�E\�RXU�VRFLHW\·V�
march towards secularisation and away from God. 

,�SUD\�ZKROHKHDUWHGO\�IRU�WKH�FRPLQJ�RI�*RG·V�NLQJGRP�DQG�,�KRSH�DV�KLVWRU\�KDV�
reflected over the centuries that a turn around comes and the hunger for God 
DQG�IRU�¶VHUYLFH·��UHWXUQV� 

 

Fr Rod. 
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Advertising Pre-Loved Items Through 
No 6 The Circle, Chequerfield. 
 
Since starting the Pantry Club at No 6, the Circle, we have noticed that 
our shop window notices have attracted considerable interest from people 
walking past. 

 
No 6 would therefore like to offer part of its notice space to display 
small advertisements for pre-loved essential household items which would 
challenge family budgets if purchased from new. 

 
If you have any quality items which you would be prepared to pass on for 
free and can provide a brief description, a photograph (if appropriate) 
and a contact mobile number, please let us have this information and we 
would be delighted to display your offer on our noticeboard for a few 
weeks. It would then be up to people to contact you directly to express 
their interest. 

 
 
Paul and Ann Harris 
paharris.fs@mail.co.uk 
tel 078 088 08977  

A century before 
 
 
100 years ago, on 3rd May 1921 Ireland was divided into Northern Ireland 
and Southern Ireland (now known as the Republic of Ireland).  
 
 
Also 100 years ago, on 15th May, the British Legion was founded. The Legion 
campaigned for fair treatment of those who had given everything for their 
country, and it continues this work today. 
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Carleton Theatre Group 

  
If anyone wishes to join us, with a view to 

considering acting or helping backstage, etc,  
please phone  

Ruth Connor on 01977 792100,  or  
Brenda Smith (01977 700052). 

  
. 

 
6W�*LOHV·�:HEVLWHV 

 
http://www.stgilespontefract.org.uk/ 

 
http://www.stgilescentrepontefract.org.uk/ 

 
Our Church Administrator, Vivienne, deals with any  

amendments, additions or changes to the above websites. 
 

Contact Vivienne by email at stgileschurchpontefract@gmail.com 
 
 

The Calendar and bookings will still be handled by 
 

Bill Bradley e mail W.R.T.Bradley@btinternet.com 
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NEWS AFFAIR 
 

18 Market Hall  
 

Tel: 01977 701001 
 

 
Independent newsagent  

and  
Confectioners 

 
Selling newspapers and magazines 

 
Traditional sweets  

and  
seasonal gifts. 

 

Lottery Tickets 
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Pentecost 
 
The celebration of Pentecost this month could be described as a birthday 
party for the Church, as we remember the gift of the Holy Spirit to the first 
disciples (Acts 2:1-13). What are we celebrating?  
 
*RG·V�3URPLVH� 
 
7KH�GLVFLSOHV�REH\HG�-HVXV·�LQVWUXFWLRQV�DV�WKH\�JDWKHUHG�LQ�WKH�8SSHU�
5RRP��¶'R�QRW�OHDYH�-HUXVDOHP��EXW�ZDLW�IRU�WKH�JLIW�P\�)DWKHU�
SURPLVHG·��������7KH\�PHW�H[SHFWDQWO\�LQ�SUD\HU�IRU�*RG·V�SURPLVHG�JLIW��-XVW�
as we look forward to birthday presents, how eager are we to receive more 
of the Spirit in our lives?  
 
*RG·V�3RZHU� 
 
¶$OO�RI�WKHP�ZHUH�ILOOHG�ZLWK�WKH�+RO\�6SLULW·������7KH�GLVFLSOHV�QHHGHG�WKH�
power of the Spirit to be different: not fearfully gathered behind locked 
doors, but energised to make Christ known. The Spirit can transform our 
lives into the likeness of Jesus and give gifts to equip our witness. Although 
WKH�GLVFLSOHV·�H[SHULHQFH�RI�WKLV�SRZHU�ZDV�RYHUZKHOPLQJ��LW�ZDV�HVVHQWLDOO\�
DQ�HQFRXQWHU�ZLWK�*RG·V�ORYH��)RU�XV��WKLV�FDQ�EH�HTXDOO\�HPRWLRQDO�RU�TXLHW��
but all are included, and nobody is excluded from this experience. 
 
*RG·V�3XUSRVH� 
 
7KH�GLVFLSOHV�¶EHJDQ�WR�VSHDN�LQ�RWKHU�WRQJXHV�DV�WKH�6SLULW�HQDEOHG�
WKHP�·������7KH�6SLULW�HPSRZHUHG�WKHLU�ZLWQHVV��VR�WKDW�HYHU\RQH�KHDUG�WKHP�
VSHDNLQJ�LQ�WKHLU�RZQ�¶QDWLYH�ODQJXDJH·��OLW��GLDOHFW��Y����:H�DOO�KDYH�D�VWRU\�WR�
WHOO�RI�*RG·V�DFWLYLW\�LQ�RXU�OLYHV�DQG�LW·V�WKH�6SLULW�ZKR�WUDQVODWHV�RXU�ZRUGV�
and actions into a language that those around can understand! At Pentecost, 
3,000 people were added to the church in one day! What do we expect of 
the Spirit in our day? 
¶/HW�WKH�&KXUFK�UHWXUQ�WR�3HQWHFRVW��DQG�3HQWHFRVW�ZLOO�UHWXUQ�WR�KHU��7KH�
Spirit of God cannot take possession of believers beyond their capacity of 
UHFHLYLQJ�+LP·��$QGUHZ�0XUUD\�� 
 
The Revd Canon Paul Hardingham  
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God in The Arts 
 

I wish you a joyful May 
 
:KHQ�9DQ�*RJK�SDLQWHG�¶7KH�5DLVLQJ�RI�/D]DUXV·��KH�WXUQHG�WR�5HPEUDQGW�
for inspiration. But in place of the figure of Jesus, he painted a warm, glowing 
sun, radiant in the sky, and shining out to bring renewal of life to Lazarus and 
his sisters.  
 
From time immemorial people have placed the sun at the centre of life and 
worship. As Christianity grew and spread, it took over ceremonies and 
practices associated with that belief, but then moved the focus from the sun 
above to the Son, Jesus, on the earth below.   
 
We can see that in the traditions and worship of Christmas and Easter. In 
May we celebrate the goodness and fruitfulness of nature brought by the sun 
with Maypole dancing, the crowning of the May Queen, and games and 
sports, just as the Romans went dancing in the fields at this time, rejoicing in 
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the gifts of Flora, the goddess of nature. In May the druids would greet the 
sun in the sky as they gathered on a high place.  
 
That custom persisted for several centuries, particularly at Magdalen College 
in Oxford. In 1840 Dr John Bloxam revived the ceremony. Holman Hunt, one 
of that group of artists known as the Pre-Raphaelites, visited Oxford in 1851 
and so enjoyed the Christmas festivities that he decided to honour the 
college life in one of his paintings. That decision took many years to reach the 
FDQYDV��KLV�SDLQWLQJ�RI�¶0D\�0RUQLQJ�RQ�0DJGDOHQ�7RZHU·�LV�RQH�RI�KLV�ODVW�
complete works in 1890. 
 
We can easily identify the choristers gathered to greet the rising sun in music 
and song. Amid the clouds and blue sky above, the birds are flying and the 
floor where the choir stand is bedecked with flowers. It is a glorious 
FHOHEUDWLRQ�RI�WKH�IUXLWIXOQHVV�RI�0D\�DQG�WKH�VXPPHU��*RG·V�FUHDWLRQ�
bringing so many gifts. The president of the college is the man with the dark 
beard at the right of the painting, and Dr Bloxam is beside him.  
 
But there is an unusual character there also, at the side of the painting ² a 
Parsee, an ancient worshipper of the sun from Persia, perhaps representing 
not just those who look to the light of the sun, but are also searching for the 
light of truth. The young chorister in the middle looking out at us holds a lily, 
WKH�V\PERO�RI�0DU\��WKH�PRWKHU�RI�*RG·V�6RQ� 
All creation is gathered to greet the dawn and the rising sun of May ² the 
birds above and people below, young and old, Christian and non-Christian - 
all united to proclaim the goodness and renewal promised by the sun.  
 
+ROPDQ�+XQW�VDLG�WKDW�KH�ZDQWHG�WR�UHSUHVHQW�¶WKH�VSLULW�RI�D�EHDXWLIXO��
SULPLWLYH�DQG�LQ�D�ODUJH�VHQVH�HWHUQDO�VHUYLFH�·�+HUH�LV�D�YLYLG�UHPLQGHU�WKDW�
WKH�IDLWK�ZH�SURIHVV�RSHQV�RXU�H\HV�WR�*RG·V�JRRGQHVV�DQG�JORU\�V\PEROLVHG�
in the rising sun, and that He welcomes everyone to share in those gifts. 
 
The Revd Michael Burgess  
 
The painting hangs in the Lady Lever Art Gallery in Liverpool.  You can view it 
at: https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:William_Holman_Hunt_-
_May_Morning_on_Magdalen_Tower.jpg 
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CHARLES E ASHTON & SON 

 

A personal and caring 

 

FUNERAL SERVICE 

* 

A long established & trusted family company. 
* 

Chapel of Rest 

at 

14 Wakefield Road, Pontefract 
Telephone: 600074 

www.ashtonsfunerals.co.uk 

 

Approved pre-payment scheme available 
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Y.M.C.A.  Charity Shop 
 
 
YMCA Charity Shop, Horsefair, Pontefract 
 
Large white goods, menswear and furniture 
urgently needed. 
 
 
Please ring  01977 792679 for free collection. 
 
 
Help us transform the lives of young people in your area by donating your 
unwanted goods. 

Missions Committee  
 
Lent Appeal  
 
The Lent Project this year raised the sum of £615  for our Link Parish, 
Majengo Mapya.    
 
The Missions Committee members would like to thank everyone concerned 
for their wonderful generosity.  This money will go a long way towards 
ministry in their Church.  They have an ongoing nursery project and 
FRQVWUXFWLRQ�RI�WKH�SDVWRU·V�KRXVH�LV�XQGHUZD\�DQG�WKLV�PRQH\�ZLOO�EH�D�ELJ�
help. 
 
 
Best Wishes to All 
 
 
Edie Barber 
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You have to smile 
 
Mea Culpa 
 
A group of lads took a trip to France and decided to attend Mass in a small 
town, even though none of them understood French. They managed to stand, 
kneel and sit when the rest of the congregation did, so it wouldn't be 
obvious they were tourists. At one point, the priest spoke and the man 
sitting next to them stood up, so they got up, too. The entire congregation 
broke into hearty laughter.  
 
After the service they approached the priest, who spoke English, and asked 
him what had been so funny. The priest said he had announced a birth in the 
parish and had asked the father to stand up.  
 
Coronavirus ² warning about vaccine 
 
This happened recently and is an important lesson for our friends and family 
in the older age group. A friend had his second dose of vaccine at the 
vaccination centre.  Shortly afterwards he began to have blurred vision and 
struggled to get home. 
 
He rang the vaccination centre and asked if he should go straight to the 
hospital for help. He was told NOT to go to the hospital, but instead to 
UHWXUQ�DW�RQFH�WR�WKH�YDFFLQDWLRQ�FHQWUH�DQG�SLFN�XS�KLV�JODVVHV«� 

Social Media 
 
I've created a new email address specifically for people to send things to be 
posted on the social media. It is 
 

stgmsocialmedia@gmail.com. 
 

Jonathan Harris                                                                  01977 707056 
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Across 
1 Sense of right and wrong (1 
Corinthians 8:7) (10) 
7 Coming (John 11:17) (7) 
��¶$OO�,�KDYH�LV�³ , and all you have is 
PLQH·��-RKQ����������� 
10 Smarten (Acts 9:34) (4) 
11 Hold back (Job 9:13) (8) 
13 Member of the Society of Friends 
(6) 
15 At ague (anag.) (6) 
17 Citizen of the Greek capital (8) 
18 So be it (Galatians 6:18) (4) 
21 Twentieth-century poet and 

dramatist who wrote Murder in the 
Cathedral, T.S. ³ (5) 
22 Empowers (Philippians 3:21) (7) 
23 Imposing (1 Samuel 9:2) (10) 
 
Down 
1 Healed (Luke 7:21) (5) 
2 Central space in a church (4) 
3 Co-founder of Spring Harvest and 
General Secretary of the Evangelical 
Alliance 1983²97, Clive ³ (6) 
4 Moses killed one when he saw him 
beating a Hebrew labourer (Exodus 
2:12) (8) 
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5 Bravery (Acts 4:13) (7) 
6 It interrupted Paul and Silas singing 
hymns in a Philippian jail (Acts 16:26) 
(10) 
9 Transgression (Psalm 36:1) (10) 
12 Irish province in which Dublin is 
situated (8) 
14 Same hit (anag.) (7) 
���¶7KH�6SLULW�RI�*RG�ZDV�KRYHULQJ�

over the ³ ·��*HQHVLV��������� 
19 Author of the immortal stories of 
Winnie the Pooh, A.A. ³ (5) 
20 Cab (4) 
 
 
Solution on Page 31 

 
 
 
 
 

                                                        Easy Sudoku 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Medium Sudoku 
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Some of the words in the following passage can be found in the word-search. 
 
The first Sunday in May is Rogation Sunday.  This is when many parishes still 
¶EHDW�WKH�ERXQGV·���5RJDWLRQ�PHDQV�DQ�DVNLQJ�RI�*RG�- for blessing on the 
seed and land. The practice began with the Romans, who processed around 
the cornfields each Spring, singing and dancing, sacrificing animals, in order to 
get rid of evil.  About 465 AD the Western world was suffering from 
earthquake and storm.  Mamertius, Bishop of Vienne, aware of the pagan 
custom, ordered that prayers should be said in the ruined or neglected fields. 
7KXV�¶EHDWLQJ�WKH�ERXQGV·�EHFDPH�D�&KULVWLDQ�FHUHPRQLDO����,W�DUULYHG�LQ�
England early in the eighth century. Each Spring, led by the priest, a little party 
from the parish would set out with a Cross to trace the boundaries of the 
SDULVK��7KH\·G�LPSORUH�*RG�WR�NHHS�WKHLU�FRUQ�DQG�URRWV�DQG�ERXJKV�LQ�JRRG�
health, and bring them to harvest.   In the days when maps were scarce, 
¶EHDWLQJ�WKH�ERXQGV·�KHOSHG�UHPLQG�HYHU\RQH�MXVW�ZKHUH�WKH�ERXQGDULHV�
were.  Do you know yours today?        List of words on page 31 
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A Lady with the Shot 
  
On either side the dangers lie 
We may sicken, we may die; 
We cannot drive, we cannot fly, 
:H�PXVW�ZHDU�PDVNV��EXW�VRPH�DVN��́ ZK\"µ 
´,W·V�MXVW�D�PDVVLYH�SORW�µ 
Though some may protest loud and shrilly 
:H�KDYH�WR�WHOO�WKHP��́ GRQ·W�EH�VLOO\�µ 
7KHUH·V�MXVW�RQH�URXWH�IURP�IHDU�VR�FKLOO\� 
The covid vaccine shot! 
  
Through long and anxious toilsome days 
They sought for virus-killing ways, 
,W·V�KDUG�WR�ILQG�WKH�ZRUGV�RI�SUDLVH�² 
Their skill and knowledge just amaze! 
They loosed a Gordian Knot! 
For months the news had gone so badly 
How nice to turn from thinking sadly 
And go and meet so very gladly 
A lady with the shot! 
  
And now must all folk gladly share 
The vaccine which, with equal care 
Protects all people, everywhere 
,I�LW·V�XVH�LV�ZLVH�DQG�IDLU� 
:H�PXVW�VKDUH�ZKDW�ZH·YH�JRW� 
And then at last this virus stealthy 
Will threaten no-one ² poor or wealthy 
No more masks to keep us healthy 
This clever vaccine shot! 
  
By Nigel Beeton 
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AJK Legal Services 

Wills and Lasting Power of Attorneys 

AJK Legal Services are specialists in the  
preparation and writing of  

Wills and Lasting Power of Attorneys. 

We pride ourselves on a quality service  
provided in the comfort of your own home. 

Alison Knox, our founder member, is a 
Chartered Legal Executive 

with over 30 years Legal experience in a  
local Solicitors practice. 

 
For further information, or to request a home visit 

please contact 
Alison Knox 

Tel: 07812-700301 
Email: AJKlegalservices@gmail.com 

 

 
AJK Legal Services 
4 Fairways Court 

Darrington 
WF8 3DH 
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Please Pray for Myanmar 
Over the years I have been lucky enough to visit quite a few cities in the 
world.  Some, like Paris, Venice and Amsterdam, I remember because of their 
beauty.  Some like Cairo, Mombasa and Dar es Salaam, I remember because 
of the slight unease felt when walking around the streets, especially at night.  
There is one city though that overwhelmingly evokes feelings of friendship 
and joy, and that is Yangon in Myanmar.  Yangon is no longer the capital of 
Myanmar, formerly Burma, but is still the largest city with a population 
roughly equal to the population of Yorkshire.  A city that, until the present 
pandemic, was home for eight years to my eldest son and his family and one 
WKDW�P\�ZLIH�DQG�,�YLVLWHG�RQ�D�QXPEHU�RI�WULSV���:H�DOVR�YLVLWHG�0\DQPDU·V�
second largest city of Mandalay and the thing that was common to both 
cities, as well as the beauty of their temples, was the friendliness of their 
people.   Walking the streets, you were met by smiles on all sides and if help 
was needed, or service in a shop required, the response was always so 
positive.  

One story that illustrates the Burmese way of life was an incident on my 
first visit to the country.  I was walking with Cliff, my son, in one of the local 
markets when I commented on the gentleman in front whose wallet was 
tucked into the back of his longyi, a temptation surely for anyone in the 
FURZGHG�PDUNHW�WR�VQDWFK�LW�DQG�UXQ���́ ,W�MXVW�GRHVQ·W�KDSSHQ�µ�VDLG�&OLII���
3RVVLEO\�RQH�RI�WKH�UHDVRQV�ZK\��ZKHQ�WKH�OLVW�RI�¶7RS����FRXQWULHV�LQ�WKH�
:RUOG�*LYLQJ�,QGH[·�ZDV�UHOHDVHG�IRU�������0\DQPDU�WRSSHG�WKH�OLVW�IRU�WKH�
fifth consecutive year. This is based on the percentage of the population 
actively involved in making charitable donations. 

You can well imagine then my feelings now, reading the paper every day, as I 
see reports of these lovely people being killed after the recent army coup.  
The governments of the world are very limited as to what they can do.  
Normal sanctions would simply hit the people they are trying to help so 
they are trying to sanction individuals, their movement and any wealth held 
outside the country.  There is so little we can do so please -  

Pray for Myanmar. 

Stuart 
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6W�*LOHV·�)RRG�6KDUH�DQG�3DQWU\� 

Spring Report 

In spite of freezing cold weather in February and the ongoing Covid 
lockdown, no 6 has continued to function. This only happens because of the 
encouragement and practical support no 6 has received from Church 
members. Thank you everyone for every parcel delivered, every donation of 
food made, words of encouragement and prayers offered. 

Special recognition needs to be given to Claire, Community Champion at 
Morrisons for donating so much surplus stock, to Sam from Barclays Bank 
for some beautiful Sainsbury Easter eggs to pass to our families, to Janette, 
local resident who knitted a flock of fluffy chicks and rabbits holding crème 
eggs and to our volunteer drivers who packed huge quantities of food into 
their cars for the Easter FoodShare. 

All our Pantry members seem to find the Project helpful. These are some of 
WKH�FRPPHQWV�ZH�KDYH�UHFHLYHG��́ ,W·V�JRRG�ZKDW�>\RXU�&KXUFK@�LV�GRLQJµ��
´WKDQN�\RX�IRU�VDYLQJ�PH�VR�PXFK�PRQH\µ��́ ,·YH�QHYHU�HDWHQ�VR�PXFK�IUXLW�
DQG�YHJ�LQ�P\�OLIHµ�� 

A recent report from Church Action on Poverty has highlighted how difficult 
it is for many families to cope at the present time so we hope that no 6 can 
continue to play its part in helping local families. We hope to continue with 
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our project as a local pilot project providing help before families reach crisis 
point. If you would like to provide practical support too, please can you 
continue collecting carrier bags for us. Food donations are also welcome, 
especially breakfast cereals and UHT milk. 

Ann and Paul 

If you have a contribution for the Parish Magazine, whether it be a 
photograph, a notice, a report or a reminisce, please just write it down and 
hand it to Vivienne or Bruce, or email it to both in case one or other is on 
holiday etc.     

 

What three things would you like to do when covid is over?  Let us know 
DQG�ZH·OO�VHH�LI�WKHUH�LV�D�FRPPRQ�WKHPH� 
 
 
 

brucedalgleish0@gmail.com and stgileschurchpontefract@gmail.com 
 
 

 The last date for items for -XQH·V�magazine is Sunday May 23rd
.    

 

 This is a strict deadline for all submissions.    Anything received after this 
date will appear in -XO\·V magazine. 

Smile again 
 
The puppies 
 
A client brought a litter of Golden Retriever puppies to the local veterinary 
clinic for inoculations and worming.  As the look-alike pups tumbled over and 
under one another in their box, the experienced vet realised it would be 
difficult to tell which had been treated and which hadn't. So, the vet turned 
on the water tap, wet her fingers and gently moistened each dog's head as 
she finished giving it the necessary shots. 
 
After the fourth puppy, the vet noticed her hitherto talkative client had 
grown silent and was looking rather reverent.  As the animal doctor 
sprinkled the last pup's head, the owner leaned forward and whispered, 
�7KDQN�\RX�VR�PXFK��,�KDGQ·W�UHDOLVHG�\RX�EDSWLVHG�WKHP��WRR�µ� 
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Could you  
fill this space? 

It can earn 
money for a 

local business 
and for the 

Church. 
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May Day: unbridled merriment 
 
0D\�LV�WKH�PRQWK�ZKHQ�WKH�DQFLHQW�SDJDQV�XVHG�WR�JHW�XS�WR�¶DOO�VRUWV·��7KH�
Romans held their festival to honour the mother-goddess Maia, goddess of 
nature and growth. (May is named after her.) The early Celts celebrated the 
feast of Beltane, in honour of the sun god, Beli.  

 
)RU�FHQWXULHV�LQ�¶2OGH�(QJODQG·�WKH�SHRSOH�ZHQW�PDG�LQ�0D\��$IWHU�WKH�
hardship of winter, and hunger of early Spring, May was a time of indulgence. 
2QH�3KLOLS�6WXEEHV��ZULWLQJ�LQ�������ZDV�VFDQGDOLVHG��¶IRU�ZKDW�NLVVLQJ�DQG�
EXVVLQJ��ZKDW�VPRRFKLQJ�DQG�VODEEHULQJ�RQH�RI�DQRWKHU��LV�QRW�SUDFWLVHG"·�� 

 
+HQU\�9,,,�ZHQW�¶PD\LQJ·�RQ�PDQ\�RFFDVLRQV��7KHQ�IRON�ZRXOG�VWD\�RXW�DOO�
night in the dark rain-warm thickets and return in the morning for dancing 
on the green around the May pole, archery, vaulting, wrestling, and evening 
bonfires. 

 
The Protestant reformers took a strong stand against May Day, and in 1644 
May Day was abolished altogether. Many May poles came down - only to go 
XS�DJDLQ�DW�WKH�5HVWRUDWLRQ��ZKHQ�WKH�ILUVW�0D\�'D\�RI�.LQJ�&KDUOHV·V�UHLJQ�
ZDV�¶WKH�KDSSLHVW�0D\GD\�WKDW�KDWK�EHHQ�PDQ\�D�\HDU�LQ�(QJODQG·��DFFRUGLQJ�
to Pepys.   

 
May Day to most people today brings vague folk memories of a young Queen 
of the May decorated with garlands and streamers and flowers, a May Pole to 
weave, Morris dancing, and the intricacies of well dressing at Tissington in 
Derbyshire.  

 
May Day is a medley of natural themes such as sunrise, the advent of summer, 
growth in nature, and - since 1833 - 5REHUW�2ZHQ·V�YLVLRQ�RI�D�PLOOHQQLXP�LQ�
the future, beginning on May Day, when there would be no more poverty, 
injustice or cruelty, but harmony and friendship. This is why, in modern times, 
May Day has become Labour Day, which honours the dignity of workers. And 
until recently, in communist countries May Day processions were in honour 
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of the achievement of Marxism. 

 
There has never been a Christian content to May Day, but nevertheless there 
is the well-known 6am service on the top of Magdalen Tower at Oxford 
where a choir sings in the dawn of May Day. 

 

An old May carol includes the lines:  

 

The life of man is but a span, it flourishes like a flower 

We are here today and gone tomorrow - we are dead within an hour. 

 
There is something of a sadness about it, both in words and tune, as there is 
about all purely sensuous joy. For May Day is not Easter, and the joys it 
represents have always been earth-bound and fleeting. 

Philip, the apostle with common sense 
 

Is there someone in church whom you respect for their spirituality and 
common sense combined? Someone you feel easy about approaching to ask 
TXHVWLRQV"�7KDW�SHUVRQ·V�SDWURQ�VDLQW�VKRXOG�EH�3KLOLS���� 

 

Philip came from Bethsaida and was a disciple of Jesus from early on. He 
knew how to lead others to Jesus; he brought Nathanael (or Bartholomew) 
to Him in a calm, kindly way. He knew how to do some financial forecasting: 
at the feeding of the 5,000 it was he who pointed out that without divine 
KHOS��HYHQ�����SHQQ\ZRUWK�RI�EUHDG�ZDVQ·W�JRLQJ�WR�IHHG�WKDW�FURZG��+H�ZDV�
the one whom the Greeks approached when they wanted to ask Jesus to 
VKRZ�WKHP�WKH�)DWKHU��EXW�GLGQ·W�TXLWH�KDYH�WKH�QHUYH�WR�DSSURDFK�-HVXV�GL�
UHFWO\��3HRSOH�KDG�FRQILGHQFH�LQ�3KLOLS·V�VSLULWXDOLW\��FRPPRQ�VHQVH�DQG�NLQGOL�
ness.   Such a person is a gift to any church! In art, the Apostle Philip has 
been represented either with a cross, or with loaves of bread. 
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Wordsearch Answers 
 
The following words can be found - 

Crossword Solution 
 
 
 

Sunday 
May 
Rogation 
Beat 
Bounds 
 
Asking 
Blessing 

Seed 
Land 
Romans 
 
Processed 
Cornfields 
Spring 
Earthquake 

Storm 
 
Prayer 
Cross 
Boundaries 
Crops 
Harvest 
maps 
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Funerals in April 
 

Ronald Godfrey Hodson 
 

´0D\�KH�UHVW�LQ�SHDFH�DQG�ULVH�LQ�JORU\�µ 
 
 

 

Year's mind.    We give thanks for the lives of :- May 1 Stella Vine, Hazel Janet 
Pope,  4 Doris Helen Guest, 7 Ernest Dean, Thomas Walsh, 10 Matthew Cookson, 
13 Andrew Savage Beveridge, 18 Harold Guest, 20 Sylvia Webb, 23 Gladys 
Ackling, 24 Maurice Lionel Couchman (Priest), 25 Isabella May Burgess,  
28 Dorothy Trevorrow, 29 James Thomas Hayward, Alma Beatrice Kaye, Gary 
Newbert, 30 Albert Hester,  31 Thomas Hemingway. 
 
 

Commemorations begin on the Sunday before the date given or on the date if this is a 
Sunday.    If you would like to add a name to the Years' Mind List please write it in the 
diary in Reception or e-mail to Vivienne using - 
 

 stgileschurchpontefract@gmail.com 

Rota of  Sidespersons 

 Warden      

1 Barbara 
Sessford 

The rota of sidespersons is currently under review 
 DQG�ZLOO�KRSHIXOO\�DSSHDU�LQ�QH[W�PRQWK·V�PDJD]LQH� 

2 Peter  
Lavine 

3 Bruce 
Dalgleish 

4 Pam 
Mercer 
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Date Service Warden  Crucifer Acolyte Acolyte Thurifer 

02/05/21 
Easter 5 

10.15 am.  
Eucharist 

PLEASE NOTE 

 

7KHVH�VHUYLFHV�ZLOO�EH�WDNLQJ�SODFH�LQ�6W�*LOHV·��ZLWK�D�
congregation, and will be live streamed on  

https://www.facebook.com/stgilespontefract/ 
 

3OHDVH�YLHZ�WKH�FKXUFK·V�ZHEVLWH�IRU�XS�WR�GDWH�
information 

http://www.stgilespontefract.org.uk/ 
 

09/05/21 
Easter 6 

10.15 am.  
Eucharist 

16/05/21 
Sunday after 
Ascension  

10.15 am.  
Eucharist 

23/05/21 
Pentecost 

10.15 am.  
Eucharist 

30/05/21 
Trinity 

10.15 am.  
Eucharist 

Date Eucharistic 
Minister 

Eucharistic 
Minister 

Intercessor Lector Readings  

02/05/21 
Easter 5 

 
 
 
 
 

Here are the readings for the  
Sunday services in May  

 

Acts 8.26-40 
John 15.1-8 

09/05/21 
Easter 6 

Acts 10.44-48 
John 15.9-17 

16/05/21 
Sunday after 
Ascension  

Acts 1.1-11 
Luke 24.44-53 

23/05/21 
Pentecost 

Acts 2.1-21 
John 15.26-27 16.4b-15 

30/05/21 
Trinity 

Romans 8.12-17 
John 3.1-17 
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THE BENEFICE OF PONTEFRACT  
6W��*LOHV·�ZLWK�6W��0DU\ 

       
St Giles' Church, Market Place, Pontefract   Tel: 01977 790448  
St Mary's Church, The Circle, Chequerfield   
 

Canon June Lawson  Tel: 01977 706803 
Fr Michael Taylor (Honorary Priest)  Tel: 01977 702824 
Fr Rod Walker  Tel: 07746980727 
Fr Mark Watkins   Tel: 01977 600207  

Sunday Services  
 

For service times during the present restrictions please visit our website and view the latest Newsletter 
 

http://www.stgilespontefract.org.uk/weekly-notices-2/  
 

 
 
 

Baptisms, Weddings, Banns Call in at St Giles' Church on Saturdays from 10:30am³11:30am 
 

3OHDVH�FKHFN�WKH�FDOHQGDU�RQ�6W�*LOHV·�ZHEVLWH�RU�WKH�2UGHU�RI�6HUYLFH�IRU�DQ\�DOWHUDWLRQV� 
 
Reader (Hon) 
David Brooks  798599 
 
PCC Vice Chairman  
Barbara Sessford 699058 
  
Churchwardens  
Bruce Dalgleish                              07809 760993  
Barbara Sessford 699058 
Peter Lavine  799929 
Pam Mercer 795130 
 
PCC Secretary/Parish Administrator 
Vivienne Smales 790448 
stgileschurchpontefract@gmail.com  
PCC Treasurer  
David Leigh  706526 
  
Organist and Choir Director  
James MacDonald         790448 
 
Tower Captain  
Adrian Garner  690154 
 
Parish Magazine Editor  
Bruce Dalgleish  690216 
 
 
St Giles' Altar Flowers  
Barbara Chessman 700559 
 
 

0RWKHUV·�8QLRQ�/HDGHU�6HFUHWDU\ 
Janet Colvill/Marjorie Laidlaw  704864/795748 
 

Children's Society Box Secretary  
Angela Bradley                   613643  
 

Missions Committee Secretary  
Edith Barber  277226 
 

Pro-Wardens at St Mary's  
Frank Ward 
 

St Mary's Church Secretary  
Ann Harris  707056  
 

St Mary's Church Treasurer  
Delia Perrett   796223  
David Leigh   706526 
 
6W�0DU\·V�&KXUFK�0HHWLQJ�&KDLU 
  
 

St Mary's Community Centre  
Manager:  Denise Pallett  705341  
 

St Giles' Church School (aided)  
Head teacher: Richard Grace 794175 
 
St Giles' Pantomime Society Chair  
Andy Weston  07791 656820  
 
6W�*LOHV·�7LGGO\ZLQNV��SUH�VFKRRO� 
Barbara Lavine 799929 
Sheila Roydhouse  793045 
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Ascension  
(Luke 24:44-53) 
 
Scriptures fulfilled, 
Minds opened, 
We followed Him to Bethany. 
And there was joy in the blessing 
Of our risen Lord, 
Jesus, God on earth. 
 
And in the blessing  
Was the leaving, 
And in the leaving  
Was the blessing ² 
His Spirit of life and power 
To witness to the world 
Of our ascended Lord, 
Jesus, man in heaven. 
 
By Daphne Kitching 
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