The Parish Church of St Giles
Pontefract

An Order for Evensong
On the occasion of the death of His Late Royal Highness,
Prince Philip, the Duke of Edinburgh.
Sunday April 18th 4:00 p.m.

WELCOME TO WORSHIP- helping to keep each other safe.
•

FACE MASKS – must be worn unless you are exempt

•

TEST AND TRACE – Please give your details to the sidesperson or use
the NHS ‘Test and Trace’ app

•

HAND HYGIENE – Please sanitise on entry and exit and before
receiving communion

•

SOCIAL DISTANCING – The 2 metres rule to be followed, or if not
possible 1 metre plus with mitigations

•

SEATING ARRANGEMENTS – You will be seated in appropriate seats by
the sidespeople

•

SERVICE SHEETS – Please take home with you

•

MUSIC, SINGING AND RESPONSES - Singing is not currently permitted
for congregations. A small choral group is permitted. All responses will be
said using a quiet voice

•

AT THE END OF THE SERVICE - Please remain in your seat until a
steward asks you to leave, and then please go directly to the designated
exit as guided by them. Mingling amongst groups is not permitted by law
indoors and outdoors. The rule of six applies.

•

FOOD AND DRINK – sadly, there can be no refreshments available after
the service.

•

LIGHTING OF CANDLES – can be done after the service.

•

TOILETS -Toilet facilities are available, but only one person will be able
to enter the toilet area at a time to ensure social distancing.

•

TITHES AND OFFERINGS – please place onto the plate near the exit
door.
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I am the resurrection and the life, saith the Lord: he that believeth in me,
though he were dead, yet shall he live: and whosoever liveth and believeth in
me shall never die.
John 11:25, 26
Christ is risen from the dead,
trampling down death by death,
and on those in the tombs bestowing life.

Orthodox Easter hymn

Greetings
We meet this day to remember before God His Royal Highness PHILIP, Duke
of Edinburgh, to renew our trust and confidence in Christ, and to pray that
together we may be one in him, through whom we offer our prayers and
praises to the Father.

Preces and Responses
Please stand

O Lord, open thou our lips
and our mouth shall shew forth thy praise.
O God, make speed to save us.

O Lord, make haste to help us.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen.

Praise ye the Lord.
The Lord’s name be praised.
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Hymn
Now is eternal life,
if risen with Christ we stand,
in Him to life reborn,
and holden in His hand;
no more we fear death’s ancient dread,
in Christ arisen from the dead.
For God, the living God,
stooped down to man’s estate;
by death destroying death,
Christ opened wide life’s gate.
He lives, who died; He reigns on high;
who lives in Him shall never die.
Unfathomed Love divine,
reign Thou within my heart;
from Thee nor depth nor height,
nor life nor death can part.
Our life is hid with God in Thee,
now and through all eternity.
G. W. Briggs (1875-1959)

Please sit

Psalm 23
1 THE Lord is my shepherd : therefore can I lack nothing.
2 He shall feed me in a green pasture : and lead me forth beside the waters of
comfort.
3 He shall convert my soul : and bring me forth in the paths of righteousness,
for his Name's sake.
4 Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no
evil : for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff comfort me.
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5 Thou shalt prepare a table before me against them that trouble me : thou
hast anointed my head with oil, and my cup shall be full.

6 Surely thy loving-kindness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life :
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost
As it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be
World without end. Amen.

Old Testament Reading
Wisdom 3.1-9
3 But the souls of the righteous are in the hand of God,
and no torment will ever touch them.
2
In the eyes of the foolish they seemed to have died,
and their departure was thought to be a disaster,
3
and their going from us to be their destruction;
but they are at peace.
4
For though in the sight of others they were punished,
their hope is full of immortality.
5
Having been disciplined a little, they will receive great good,
because God tested them and found them worthy of himself;
6
like gold in the furnace he tried them,
and like a sacrificial burnt offering he accepted them.
7
In the time of their visitation they will shine forth,
and will run like sparks through the stubble.
8
They will govern nations and rule over peoples,
and the Lord will reign over them forever.
9
Those who trust in him will understand truth,
and the faithful will abide with him in love,
because grace and mercy are upon his holy ones,
and he watches over his elect.[a]
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Magnificat
Please stand.

MY soul doth magnify the Lord:
and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.
For he hath regarded:
the lowliness of his hand-maiden.
For behold, from henceforth:
all generations shall call me blessed.
For he that is mighty hath magnified me:
and holy is his Name.
And his mercy is on them that fear him:
throughout all generations.
He hath shewed strength with his arm:
he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. He hath put
down the mighty from their seat:
and hath exalted the humble and meek.
He hath filled the hungry with good things:
and the rich he hath sent empty away.
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel:
as he promised to our forefathers,
Abraham and his seed, forever.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son:
and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be:
world without end.
Amen.

New Testament Reading
Revelation 21.1-7
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first
earth had passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, the
new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride
adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying,
‘See, the home of God is among mortals.
He will dwell with them;
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they will be his peoples,
and God himself will be with them;
he will wipe every tear from their eyes.
Death will be no more;
mourning and crying and pain will be no more,
for the first things have passed away.’
And the one who was seated on the throne said, ‘See, I am making all things
new.’ Also he said, ‘Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.’
Then he said to me, ‘It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning
and the end. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the spring of the
water of life. Those who conquer will inherit these things, and I will be their
God and they will be my children. 4Text

Nunc Dimittis
Please stand.

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace:
according to thy word.
For mine eyes have seen:
thy salvation;
Which thou hast prepared:
before the face of all people;
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles:
and to be the glory of thy people Israel.
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son:
and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning,
is now, and ever shall be: world without end.
Amen.
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The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth:
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead and buried.
He descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father almighty;
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church;
the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins;
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.
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The Lord be with you.
And with thy spirit.
Let us pray.
Please sit or kneel

Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.
Our Father, which art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come;
thy will be done,
in earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive them that trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
Amen.
O Lord, shew thy mercy upon us.
And grant us thy salvation.
O Lord, save the Queen.
And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.
Endue thy ministers with righteousness.
And make thy chosen people joyful.

O Lord, save thy people.
And bless thine inheritance.
Give peace in our time, O Lord.
Because there is none other that fighteth for us,
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but only thou, O God.
O God, make clean our hearts within us.
And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.
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The Collect of the Day
O God, the maker and redeemer of all mankind, grant us, with thy
servant PHILIP, Duke of Edinburgh, and all the faithful departed, the
sure benefits of thy Son’s saving passion and glorious resurrection; that
in the last day, when all things are gathered up in Christ, we may with
them enjoy the fullness of thy promises; through Jesus Christ thy Son
our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee, in the unity of the Holy
Ghost, one God, world without end. Amen.

The Collect for Peace
O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels,
and all just works do proceed;
give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give;
that both, our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments,
and also that, by thee,
we being defended from the fear of our enemies
may pass our time in rest and quietness;
through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen.

The Collect for Aid against all Perils
Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord;
and by thy great mercy defend us
from all perils and dangers of this night;
for the love of thy only Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.
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Anthem - Russian Kontakion of the Departed
Give rest, O Christ,
to thy servant with thy saints,
where sorrow and pain are no more;
neither sighing, but life everlasting.
Thou only art immortal,
the Creator and Maker of man;
and we are mortal, formed of the earth,
and unto earth shall we return;
for so thou didst ordain
when thou createdst me, saying:
'Dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.'
All we go down to the dust,
and, weeping o'er the grave we make our song:
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
Give rest, O Christ,
to thy servant with thy saints,
where sorrow and pain are no more;
neither sighing, but life everlasting.
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Silence – as we remember and give thanks for the life of HRH Prince Philip, the Duke of
Edinburgh and pray for the consolation of her Majesty the Queen, the Royal Family, and
all who will mourn his loss.

Merciful Father and Lord of all life, we praise you that we are made in your
image and reflect your truth and light. We thank you for the life of His Royal
Highness PHILIP, Duke of Edinburgh, for the love he received from you and
showed among us. Above all, we rejoice at your gracious promise to all your
servants, living and departed, that we shall rise again at the coming of Christ.
And we ask that in due time we may share with your servant Philip that
clearer vision, promised to us in the same Christ our Lord. Amen.

Prayers
A Prayer for the Queen's Majesty.
O LORD, our heavenly Father, high and mighty, King of kings, Lord of lords,
the only Ruler of princes, who dost from thy throne behold all the dwellers
upon earth: Most heartily we beseech thee with thy favour to behold our
most gracious Sovereign Lady, Queen ELIZABETH; and so replenish her with
the grace of thy Holy Spirit, that she may always incline to thy will, and walk
in thy way. Endue her plenteously with heavenly gifts; grant her in health and
wealth long to live; strengthen her that she may vanquish and overcome all
her enemies; and finally after this life she may attain everlasting joy and
felicity; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
A Prayer for the Royal Family.
Almighty God, Father of all mercies and giver of all comfort: deal
graciously, we pray thee, with all those who mourn, the members of
the Royal Family, this Nation and all Nations of the Commonwealth,
that casting every care on thee, we may know the consolation of thy
love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

A Prayer for the Clergy and People.
ALMIGHTY and everlasting God, who alone workest great marvels: Send
down upon our Bishops, and Curates, and all Congregations committed to
their charge, the healthful Spirit of thy grace; and that they may truly please
thee, pour upon them the continual dew of thy blessing. Grant this, O Lord,
for the honour of our Advocate and Mediator, Jesus Christ. Amen.
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A Prayer of Saint Chrysostom.

ALMIGHTY God, who hast given us grace at this time with one accord to
make our common supplications unto thee; and dost promise that when two
or three are gathered together in thy Name thou wilt grant their requests:
Fulfil now, O Lord, the desires and petitions of thy servants, as may be most
expedient for them; granting us in this world knowledge of thy truth, and in
the world to come life everlasting. Amen.
May God in his infinite love and mercy bring the whole Church, living and
departed, to a joyful resurrection and the fulfilment of his eternal kingdom,
and the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be
among you and remain with you always.

Hymn
All my hope on God is founded;
He doth still my trust renew,
me through change and chance he guideth,
only good and only true.
God unknown,
He alone
calls my heart to be His own.
Pride of man and earthly glory,
sword and crown betray His trust;
what with care and toil He buildeth,
tower and temple fall to dust.
But God’s power,
hour by hour,
is my temple and my tower.
God’s great goodness aye endureth,
deep His wisdom, passing thought:
splendour, light and life attend Him,
beauty springeth out of naught.
Evermore
from His store
new-born worlds rise and adore.
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Daily doth th’ Almighty giver
bounteous gifts on us bestow;
His desire our soul delighteth,
pleasure leads us where we go.
Love doth stand
at His hand;
joy doth wait on His command.
Still from man to God eternal
sacrifice of praise be done,
high above all praises praising
for the gift of Christ, His Son.
Christ doth call
one and all:
ye who follow shall not fall.
Robert Bridges (1844-1930);
based on the German: Joachim Neander (1650-1680)
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