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Opening And Managing Of Church Buildings In Step 4 Of The Roadmap Out Of Lockdown 

 

Church of England guidance 1 September 2021 notes that ‘the Government has 
moved from overarching rules to stop the spread of the virus to guidance that 
emphasises the personal and corporate responsibility of individuals and 
organisations undertake actions to protect others and themselves’. 

Please note:  

• We advise that those able to wear masks continue to wear them for services, 
including singing, and when moving around church. 

• Small groups to make a decision on the necessity of masks or otherwise. 

• When seated in the café, masks are not required, but advised when entering 
or leaving.  

• Hand sanitizer stations will continue to be available and their use 
encouraged.  

• Doors will continue to be left open to improve ventilation.  

• If you would like seat space left between you and the next person, please 
take a card from reception to place on the seat beside you.  

• The gaps between rows will be reduced. Strict socially distanced seating will 
be retained in the balcony.  

• We will not, at this point, be making any changes to how we currently share 
the peace.  

• The priest will continue to hand sanitise and wear a face covering when 
distributing communion.  

• We will continue following a one-way system for communion and moving 
around church.  

• We will retain only taking communion in one kind until we can return to the 
common cup safely.  

• The collection will remain as a basket placed near the north door.  

• As yet we are not able to return to serving refreshments after Sunday 
services, though Wednesday and Saturday refreshments resumed in the café 
from 1st September.  

• Though not now mandatory, we will continue to provide additional cleaning 

of the church during this period. 

 It is no longer a legal requirement to wear a face covering, though the 

government expects and recommends that people wear face coverings in 

crowded and enclosed settings to protect themselves and others. 
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A bell is rung to begin our worship. 

 

The Gathering 

Hymn (336)  
Angel voices, ever singing,  

round Thy throne of light, 

angel-harps, for ever ringing,  

rest not day nor night; 

thousands only live to bless Thee,  

and confess Thee  

Lord of might. 

Thou who art beyond the farthest  

mortal eye can scan, 

can it be that Thou regardest  

songs of sinful man? 

Can we know that Thou art near us  

and wilt hear us? 

yea, we can. 

Yea, we know that Thou rejoicest  

o’er each work of Thine; 

Thou didst ears and hands and voices  

for Thy praise design; 

craftsman’s art and music’s measure  

for Thy pleasure  

all combine. 

In Thy house, great God, we offer 

of Thine own to Thee; 

and for Thine acceptance proffer,  

all unworthily, 

hearts and minds and hands and voices,  

in our choicest  

psalmody. 

Honour, glory, might and merit,  

Thine shall ever be, 

Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,  
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Blessed Trinity! 

Of the best which Thou hast given  

earth and heaven 

render Thee.        Francis Pott  (1832-1909) 
 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

The Greeting 
The president greets the people  

The Lord be with you 

and also with you. 

God is able to provide us with every blessing in abundance,  

so that by always having enough of everything,  

we may share abundantly in every good work.                    2 Corinthians 9.8  

Let everything be said and done in the name of the Lord Jesus,  

giving thanks to God through Jesus Christ.  

Let us bring our gifts to the Lord  

that they may be used for his glory.  

May the Spirit of God fill our hearts  

as we come to meet him in this place.  

Invitation to confession 
As those who know the generosity of God,  

let us confess our sins,  

especially the ways in which we take his good gifts for granted. 

Prayer of Penitence 
Father, in all things you are generous towards us,  

yet we have sown sparingly;  

Lord, have mercy.  

Lord, have mercy.  
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Jesus, you show us the way of humility,  

yet we have given reluctantly;  

Christ, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Holy Spirit, you show us the gift of grace,  

yet we have loved grudgingly;  

Lord, have mercy.  

Lord, have mercy. 

The president says  

Almighty God,  

who in Jesus Christ has given us  

a kingdom that cannot be destroyed,  

 forgive you your sins,  

open your eyes to God’s truth,  

strengthen you to do God’s will  

and give you the joy of his kingdom,  

through Jesus Christ our Lord.                        Amen. 

Gloria in Excelsis    Addington        Sung by the Choir. 
Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks, 

we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 

have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father.                   Amen. 
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The Collect  for Generosity Week 

Let us pray. 

Silence is kept. 

God of grace, ever creating and restoring,  

you breathe life into all things  

and embrace us with an everlasting love;  

help us to grow in wonder and awe,  

to embody a spirit of gratitude,  

and to dream generous dreams;  

that, in gathering what we have,  

we may graciously offer ourselves  

to accomplish what you will,  

in Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 

 

The Liturgy of the Word  

First Reading   1 Timothy 6:11-19 
A reading from the first letter of Paul to Timothy 

But as for you, man of God, shun all this; pursue righteousness, godliness, 

faith, love, endurance, gentleness. Fight the good fight of the faith; take hold of 

the eternal life, to which you were called and for which you made the good 

confession in the presence of many witnesses. In the presence of God, who 

gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who in his testimony before Pontius 

Pilate made the good confession, I charge you to keep the commandment 

without spot or blame until the manifestation of our Lord Jesus Christ, which 

he will bring about at the right time—he who is the blessed and only 

Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of lords. It is he alone who has 

immortality and dwells in unapproachable light, whom no one has ever seen 

or can see; to him be honour and eternal dominion. Amen. 

As for those who in the present age are rich, command them not to be 

haughty, or to set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but rather on 

God who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. They are to 

do good, to be rich in good works, generous, and ready to share, thus storing 

up for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that 
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they may take hold of the life that really is life. 

 

This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Alleluia 

 

Gospel Reading    Matthew 6.19-33 
The Lord be with you 

and also with you. 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, 

where moth and rust consume and where thieves break 

in and steal; but store up for yourselves treasures in 

heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and 

where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your 

treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

‘The eye is the lamp of the body. So, if your eye is healthy, your whole body 

will be full of light; but if your eye is unhealthy, your whole body will be full of 

darkness. If then the light in you is darkness, how great is the darkness! 

‘No one can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and love 

the other, or be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve 

God and wealth. 

‘Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what 

you will drink, or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than 

food, and the body more than clothing? Look at the birds of the air; they 

neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father 

feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? And can any of you by 

worrying add a single hour to your span of life? And why do you worry about 

clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor 
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spin, yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of 

these. But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and 

tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe you—you 

of little faith? Therefore do not worry, saying, “What will we eat?” or “What 

will we drink?” or “What will we wear?” For it is the Gentiles who strive for 

all these things; and indeed your heavenly Father knows that you need all 

these things. But strive first for the kingdom of God and his righteousness, 

and all these things will be given to you as well. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 Sermon 

 

An Affirmation of Faith: 
Do you believe and trust in God the Father, 

source of all being and life, 

the one for whom we exist? 

We believe and trust in him. 

 

Do you believe and trust in God the Son, 

who took our human nature, 

died for us and rose again? 

We believe and trust in him. 

 

Do you believe and trust in God the Holy Spirit, 

who gives life to the people of God 

and makes Christ known in the world? 

We believe and trust in him. 

 

This is the faith of the Church. 

This is our faith. 

We believe and trust in one God, 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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A Litany of Generosity 
Let us give thanks to God  

for his gifts so generous given to us,  

and for the blessings we are called to share.  

 

For recognising that all things come from you,  

for remembering that we are stewards of your gifts,  

for wisely using the resources entrusted to us.  

We offer ourselves to you, O God.  

For rejoicing in the beauty of creation,  

for the care of your world,  

for sharing the gifts of creation equally among all 

people.  

We offer ourselves to you, O God. 

For encountering the joy of giving,  

for humility in putting others’ needs before our own,  

for embracing the privilege of sharing in the ministry to the saints.  

We offer ourselves to you, O God.  

For courage in offering sacrificial generosity,  

for giving to be an act of worship,  

for grace in offering our souls and bodies to be a living sacrifice.  

We offer ourselves to you, O God.  

For all financial gifts offered to your Church,  

for freely giving as we have received,  

for giving and not counting the cost.  

We offer ourselves to you, O God. 

For releasing our hold on material possessions,  

for contentment in what we have,  

for trust in letting go.  

We offer ourselves to you, O God. 

For generosity in love, encouragement and hope,  

for openness in invitation and hospitality,  

for wisdom in the gift of friendship.  

We offer ourselves to you, O God.  
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For serving you as you deserve,  

for following our calling as your disciples,  

for serving you with gladness of heart.  

We offer ourselves to you, O God.  

For being a blessing through the blessings we receive,  

for generosity which enables mission,  

for sharing abundantly in every good work.  

We offer ourselves to you, O God. 

For living a generous life,  

for our actions to point beyond themselves,  

for our generosity to be an expression of love and gratitude.  

We offer ourselves to you, O God. 

 

Prayers of Intercession 
In the power of the Spirit  

and in union with Christ, 

let us pray to the Father. 

 

 

After each prayer:  Lord, in your mercy 

     hear our prayer. 

 

Today we pray for Henry Jeffrey Thomson and his family on the occasion of 

his celebration of the sacrament of baptism.  

 
 

We pray for those for whom prayers have been requested: 

Cynthia; Steph; Dawn; Jonathan; Christine; Brenda; Dianne; Steven; Dave; Terry, 

Ian; Morag; Ali; Barbara; Mike; Jean; Fr Mark; Janis Gallagher; Lucy Nichol; Janet 

Hickling; Tracy Birkitt; Rhys Williams; Pat Steel; Maureen Steane;  Anita Murray; 

David Murray; Andrew & Jenny Priest;  Denzil & David. 
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We pray for those who have recently died:  

Judith Lawrance; Geraldine Rushden; Jean Randall; Evelyn Graham; Rosemary 

Mitchell. 

 

Those whose years mind falls at this time: 

David James Godridge; Shirley Law; Roy Malcolm Howarth. 

 

 At the end:   Merciful Father 

accept these prayers 

for the sake of your Son, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

 

Amen. 

 

The Liturgy of the Sacrament 

The Peace 
The Spirit brings love, generosity and peace.  

The peace of the Lord be always with you 

and also with you. 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 

All may exchange a sign of peace. 

Please DO NOT share the peace physically. 
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Preparation of the Altar 

Offertory Hymn (440)      Sung by the Choir. 
Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of creation; 

O my soul, praise Him, for He is thy health and salvation: 

come ye who hear, 

brothers and sisters draw near, 

praise Him in glad adoration. 

Praise to the Lord, who o’er all things so wondrously reigneth, 

shelters thee under His wings, yea, so gently sustaineth: 

hast thou not seen 

all that is needful hath been 

granted in what He ordaineth? 

Praise to the Lord, who doth prosper thy work, and defend thee; 

surely His goodness and mercy here daily attend thee; 

ponder anew 

all the Almighty can do, 

He who with love doth befriend thee. 

Praise to the Lord! O let all that is in me adore Him! 

All that hath life and breath come now with praises before Him! 

Let the ‘Amen’ 

sound from His people again: 

gladly for ay we adore Him.     
Joachim Neander, 1650-80,Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78 

 

Taking of the Bread and Wine 
God of all creation,  

the source of life and giver of all good things;  

through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts.  

With them we offer our lives;  

that we may be used to serve others,  

and give you glory.  

We make our prayer  

in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

Amen. 
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Prayer over the Gifts 
Pray, my brothers and sisters 

that this my sacrifice and yours 

may be acceptable to God, 

the almighty Father. 

May the Lord accept the sacrifice 

at your hands 

for the praise and glory of his name, 

for our good 

and the good of all his church. 

The Eucharistic Prayer 
Let us pray. 

The Lord is here. 

His Spirit is with us. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 

Eternal God and Father,  

all things are in your making.  

In fulfilment of your promise  

you have showered us with blessings  

and filled us with your gifts.  

You form us in your image, the first fruits of your creation,  

and by your Holy Spirit embed within us generous hearts  

that we may be channels of your self-giving love.  

Through your Son Jesus Christ,  

you have freed us from our sins  

and made us a kingdom of priests  

to serve you with joy for ever.  

 

Therefore with angels and archangels,  

and with all the company of heaven,  

we proclaim your great and glorious name,  

for ever praising you and singing:  
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Sanctus & Benedictus  Ireland in C Sung by the Choir. 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts,  

heaven and earth are full of thy glory:  

Glory be to thee, O Lord most High.  

Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna in the highest. 

We praise and bless you, loving Father,  

through Jesus Christ, our Lord;  

and as we obey his command,  

send your Holy Spirit,  

that broken bread and wine outpoured  

may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son.  

 

On the night before he died he had supper with his friends  

and, taking bread, he praised you.  

He broke the bread, gave it to them and said:  

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;  

do this in remembrance of me.  

 

When supper was ended he took the cup of wine.  

Again he praised you, gave it to them and said:  

Drink this, all of you;  

this is my blood of the new covenant,  

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.  

 

So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did,  

in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice  

made once for all upon the cross.  

Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation,  

we proclaim his death and resurrection  

until he comes in glory.  

 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus:  

Dying you destroyed our death,  

rising you restored our life:  

Lord Jesus, come in glory. 
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Lord of all life,  

help us to work together for that day  

when your kingdom comes  

and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth.  

 

Look with favour on your people,  

gather us in your loving arms  

and bring us with Our Lady, Giles, and all the saints  

to feast at your table in heaven.  

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ,  

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  

all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father,  

for ever and ever.  

 

Amen.  

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Offering ourselves into the hands of God,  

as our Saviour taught us, so we pray:  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

the power and the glory, 

for ever and ever. 

Amen. 
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Breaking of the Bread 
The president breaks the consecrated bread.  

We break this bread 

to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 

 

Agnus Dei   Ireland in C   Sung by the Choir. 
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, grant us thy peace. 

 

Giving of Communion 
The president says the invitation to communion. 

God’s holy gifts  

for God’s holy people.  

Jesus Christ is holy,  

Jesus Christ is Lord,  

to the glory of God the Father.  

The president and people receive communion.  

The body of Christ broken for you. Amen. 

 

Organ Voluntary 
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Hymn    (284) Sung by the Choir  

Father, we thank Thee who hast planted 

Thy holy name within our hearts. 

Knowledge and faith and life immortal 

Jesus, Thy Son, to us imparts. 

 

Thou, Lord, didst make all for Thy pleasure, 

Didst give us food for all our days, 

Giving in Christ the Bread eternal; 

Thine is the power, be Thine the praise. 

  

Watch o'er Thy Church, O Lord, in mercy, 

Save it from evil, guard it still, 

Perfect it in Thy love, unite it, 

Cleansed and conformed unto Thy will. 

 

As grain, once scattered on the hillsides, 

Was in this broken bread made one, 

So from all lands Thy Church be gathered 

Into Thy kingdom by Thy Son. 
From the Didache (1st century) 

Tr F Bland Tucker (1895 - 1984) 

 Choir Anthem   

Prayer after Communion 
Silence is kept. 

Let us pray. 

Loving and righteous God.  

here at your table we have tasted your goodness and generosity  

which exceeds all that we can desire or deserve;  

liberate us from all jealousy and greed,  

that we may respond cheerfully by offering ourselves,  

and love and serve others to witness to your glory,  

in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 
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Notices are given 

The Blessing and Dismissal 
The Lord be with you 

and also with you. 

The God of hope fill us with every blessing,  

that we may share in every good work;  

and the blessing of God almighty,  

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  

be among you and remain with you always.  

Amen.  

 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  

In the name of Christ. Amen. 

Hymn    (413) 
Now thank we all our God, 

with heart and hands and voices, 

who wondrous things hath done, 

in whom His world rejoices; 

who from our mother’s arms 

hath blessed us on our way 

with countless gifts of love, 

and still is ours today. 

O may this bounteous God 

through all our life be near us, 

with ever-joyful hearts 

and blessèd peace to cheer us; 

and keep us in His grace, 

and guide us when perplexed, 

and free us from all ills 

in this world and the next. 

All praise and thanks to God 

the Father now be given, 

the Son, and Him who reigns, 

with Them in highest heaven, 
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the one eternal God, 

whom earth and heaven adore; 

for thus it was, is now, 

and shall be evermore. Amen. 
Martin Rinkart (1586-1649),  

trans. Catherine Winkworth (1827-1878) 

The clergy and people depart. 

 

Organ Voluntary 
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'The soul would have no rainbow if the eyes had no tears' 


