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The Gathering 
 

Hymn    

Praise, my soul, the King of heaven; 

to His feet thy tribute bring; 

ransomed, healed, restored, forgiven 

who like me His praise should sing? 

Praise Him! Praise Him! 

Praise the everlasting King! 

Praise Him for his grace and favour 

to our fathers in distress; 

praise Him still the same for ever, 

slow to chide, and swift to bless: 

Praise Him! Praise Him! 

Glorious in His faithfulness! 

Father-like He tends and spares us; 

well our feeble frame He knows; 

in his hands He gently bears us, 

rescues us from all our foes: 

Praise Him! Praise Him! 

Widely as His mercy flows! 

Angels, help us to adore Him, 

ye behold Him face to face; 

sun and moon, bow down before Him, 

dwellers all in time and space: 

Praise Him! Praise Him! 

Praise with us the God of grace! 
Henry Francis Lyte (1793-1847) 

 

We meet in the name of Jesus Christ, 

who died and was raised to the glory of God the Father. 

Grace and mercy be with you. 

And also with you. 

The minister welcomes the people and introduces the service. 
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We look not to the things that are seen 

but to the things that are unseen; 

for the things that are seen are transient 

but the things that are unseen are eternal. 

Today we come together 

to remember before God, Donald, 

and to give thanks for his life. 

 

Opening Prayer 
Father in heaven, 

we thank you because you made us in your own image 

and gave us gifts in body, mind and spirit. 

We thank you now for Donald 

and what he meant to each of us. 

As we honour his memory, 

make us more aware that you are the one 

from whom comes every perfect gift, 

including the gift of eternal life through Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

Readings  

Psalm 23 - Sung by the choir 
The Lord is my shepherd♦ 

therefore can I lack nothing. 

He shall feed me in a green pasture ♦  

and lead me forth beside the waters of comfort. 

He shall convert my soul♦ 

and bring me forth in the paths of righteousness, for his Name's sake. 

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil ♦  

for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff comfort me. 

Thou shalt prepare a table before me against them that trouble me♦ 

thou hast anointed my head with oil, and my cup shall be full. 

But thy loving-kindness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life ♦  

and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever. 
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A reading from the Book of Lamentations  
Read by David Brooks 

 

The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, 

    his mercies never come to an end; 

they are new every morning; 

    great is your faithfulness. 
 “The Lord is my portion,” says my soul, 

    “therefore I will hope in him.” 

The Lord is good to those who wait for him, 

    to the soul that seeks him. 

It is good that one should wait quietly 

    for the salvation of the Lord. 

 
(Lamentations 3:22-26) 

This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Reading    John 14.1-6 
 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me.  In 

my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I 

have told you that I go to prepare a place for you?  And if I go and prepare a 

place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I 

am, there you may be also.  And you know the way to the place where I am 

going.”  Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. 

How can we know the way?”  Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, 

and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Memories of Donald……… 

Given by a friend, Eileen Walters 

Choir anthem 
‘Thou Visitest the Earth’ by Maurice Green 

 

Father in heaven, 

we give you thanks for your servant Donald. 

We praise you as we recollect his life and cherish his memory. 

We bless you that in bearing your image 

he has brought light to our lives; 

for we have seen in his friendship reflections of your compassion, 

in his integrity demonstrations of your goodness,  

in his faithfulness glimpses of your eternal love. 

Grant to each of us, beloved and bereft, 

the grace to follow his good example 

so that we with him may come to your everlasting kingdom; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who died and rose again and opened the gate of glory, 

to whom be praise for all eternity. 

Amen. 

Affirmation of Faith 
Let us declare our faith 

in the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ: 

Christ died for our sins 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he was buried; 

he was raised to life on the third day 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

afterwards he appeared to his followers, 

and to all the apostles: 

this we have received, 

and this we believe. 

Amen. 
cf 1 Corinthians 15.3-7 
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Hymn        

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 

Early in the morning our song shall rise to Thee. 

Holy, holy, holy! merciful and mighty! 

God in three Persons, blessèd Trinity! 

Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore Thee, 

casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea; 

cherubim and seraphim falling down before Thee, 

which wert and art and evermore shalt be. 

Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide Thee, 

though the eye of sinful man Thy glory may not see, 

only Thou art holy, there is none beside Thee, 

perfect in power, in love, and purity. 

Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 

All Thy works shall praise Thy name in earth and sky and sea. 

Holy, holy, holy! merciful and mighty! 

God in three Persons, blessed Trinity. 
Reginald Heber, 1783-1826 

 

 

Prayers of Thanksgiving 
We give you thanks and praise, almighty Father, 

that you sent your Son to die, 

and raised him from the dead for the salvation of all. 

Lord, hear us. 

Lord, graciously hear us. 

 

We thank you for Donald who in baptism was given  

the pledge of eternal life, 

and now through faith rejoices with the saints in glory. 

Lord, hear us. 

Lord, graciously hear us. 

 



7 

 

We thank you for our brother who shared the bread of life, 

a foretaste of the eternal banquet of heaven. 

Lord, hear us. 

Lord, graciously hear us. 

 

We thank you for our deceased relatives and friends, 

who have helped us in the faith 

and now find rest from their labours. 

Lord, hear us. 

Lord, graciously hear us. 

 

We thank you that the family and friends of Donald 

may be consoled in their grief by the Lord, 

who wept at the death of his friend Lazarus. 

Lord, hear us. 

Lord, graciously hear us. 

 

We pray for all of us assembled here to worship in faith, 

that we may be gathered together again in God’s kingdom. 

Lord, hear us. 

Lord, graciously hear us. 

 

 ‘Cantique de Jean Racine’, Faure Op 11  sung by the Choir 

 

The Commendation 
Almighty God, 

in your great love 

you crafted us by your hand 

and breathed life into us by your Spirit. 

Although we became a rebellious people, 

you did not abandon us to our sin. 

In your tender mercy 

you sent your Son 

to restore in us your image. 
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In obedience to your will 

he gave up his life for us, 

bearing in his body our sins on the cross. 

By your mighty power 

you raised him from the grave 

and exalted him to the throne of glory. 

Rejoicing in his victory 

and trusting in your promise 

to make alive all who turn to Christ, 

we commend Donald to your mercy 

and we join with all your faithful people 

and the whole company of heaven 

in the one unending song of praise: 

glory and wisdom and honour 

be to our God for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

the power and the glory, 

for ever and ever. 

Amen. 
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Hymn    
Love Divine, all loves excelling, 

Joy of heaven, to earth come down, 

fix in us Thy humble dwelling, 

all Thy faithful mercies crown. 

Jesu, Thou art all compassion, 

pure, unbounded love Thou art; 

visit us with Thy salvation, 

enter every trembling heart. 

Come, almighty to deliver, 

let us all Thy life receive; 

suddenly return, and never, 

nevermore Thy temples leave. 

Thee we would be always blessing, 

serve Thee as Thy hosts above, 

pray, and praise Thee without ceasing, 

glory in Thy perfect love. 

Finish then Thy new creation; 

pure and spotless let us be; 

let us see Thy great salvation 

perfectly restored in Thee: 

changed from glory into glory, 

till in heaven we take our place, 

till we cast our crowns before Thee, 

lost in wonder, love, and praise.  
Words: Charles Wesley (1707-1788) 

The Dismissal 

The Peace 
 

Jesus said: Peace I leave with you. My peace I give to you. 

Not as the world gives give I unto you. Do not let your 

hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid. 

 

The peace of the risen Christ be always with you 

and also with you. 
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Conclusion 
 

Neither death nor life 

can separate us from the love of God 

in Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Grant to us, Lord God, 

to trust you not for ourselves alone, 

but also for those whom we love 

and who are hidden from us by the shadow of death; 

that, as we believe your power to have raised  

our Lord Jesus Christ from the dead, 

so may we trust your love to give eternal life  

to all who believe in him; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 

 

The God of peace, 

who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, 

that great shepherd of the sheep, 

make you perfect in every good work to do his will; 

and the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you always. 

Amen. 

 

Organ Voluntary 
 

 

Please stay for refreshments after the service 

 

 

 



11 

 

 

 

 

Copyright acknowledgement (where not already indicated above): 

Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England material from which 
is included, is copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2000 Common Worship: Times 
and Seasons material from which is included, is copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 

2006  
 

The Scripture quotations contained herein are from The New Revised Standard Ver-

sion Bible, Anglicised Edition, copyright © 1989, 1995, National Council of the 

Churches of Christ in the USA. Used by  

permission. All rights reserved.  

Christian Copyright Licence No. 169304 

Some material included in this service is copyright: ©  1989 National Council of the 

Churches of Christ, USA 

All songs covered by CCLI have been reproduced under the CCL Licence No. 

169304 

The Parochial Church Council of The Ecclesiastical Parish of St Giles, Pontefract 

is a charity registered in England and Wales (1135106). 



12 

 


