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Please Note
Obviously the actual occurrence of any event outlined in the magazine this month is completely out

of our control. For up to date information about the progress we are making, make sure you
download the weekly notice sheet from the website -
http://www.stgilespontefract.org.uk/weekly-notices-2/

God bless and keep you all safe.
The Editorial team

Some articles in this magazine are reproduced, with permission, from the Website -
www.parishpump.co.uk/

A further Covid update from October 24th 2021
Please note:

• We hope that people will continue to wear masks whilst entering,
leaving or moving around the church building, especially when
larger numbers are present.

• For services, if you would like seat spaces left between you and
the next person, please take a card(s) from reception to place on
the seats beside you. Strict socially distanced seating will be
retained in the balcony.

• Wearing of masks throughout the services and whilst seated is still
advised as covid numbers increase in our area, but we do expect
the wearing of masks for the singing of hymns and when moving
around to receive communion. The congregational singing of the
offertory hymn is to be reinstated on All Saints Day (31st

October).
• The physical sharing of the peace with family seated alongside you

is fine.
• We will continue to retain only taking communion in one kind.
• The collection will remain as a basket/plate placed near the north

door.
• Church groups to make their own decisions on the necessity of

masks whilst the group is meeting.
• When seated in the café, masks are not required.
• Hand sanitizer stations will continue to be available and their use

encouraged. We will continue following a one-way system for
communion and moving around church. Doors will continue to be
left open to improve ventilation. Please wrap up if you are near to
an exit.

Please note that it has proved very difficult to get all guests to continue with the
wearing of masks for funerals and baptisms. Each family is however responsible
for informing their guests about the continued government advice that masks
are worn when part of larger groups. This continues to be wise advice as we
enter the winter season. It is also possible that the government will reinstate
the wearing of masks if numbers continue to rise.
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Fr Rod writes:-

In November we annually commemorate, those who have gone
before us, and give thanks for their life and service.

All Saints Day on the 1st, November, All Souls on 2nd and
Remembrance on the 14th this year.

To some this may seem a sombre and dark time, on top of this
the nights draw in and days draw shorter.

I remember myself finding these months a trial and something to
be borne out and got through!

However, many years ago, counselling, enabled a springboard to a
different world view.

During my training for ministry, I was fortunate to gain a different
spiritual insight, that has stood me in good stead.

Firstly, saints are those who in their earthly life, found themselves
able to take a step nearer to God’s intention for humankind.
They lit a path for us to follow whilst on our spiritual journey.

The departed, faithful souls are of those without whom, we
would not have a legacy of spiritual enlightenment and
discipleship.

Remembrance reminds us of the terrible price paid in human life,
when earthly powers are allowed full reign. God weeps at our
folly but does not abandon us. We give thanks for those who
fought to preserve peace in the world, and the light, that no
darkness can overcome, that is Jesus Christ.

May your light shine through November and into Advent.



This month's cover picture is sent to us by Mary Sambrook, a
member of St Mary's Church. It has been drawn by her grandson,
aged 10, in respect of all those who lost their lives in war.
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Whom do you remember? A personal note.
On Remembrance Day I remember my Grandpa Dalgleish, John
Wilton Dalgleish, who served in WWI with the Royal Garrison
Artillery; my Grandpa Norman William Roberts, who served with the
York & Lancashire Regiment; and my Mum, Pat Dalgleish, now 98,
who at the age of 16 was evacuated from Margate to Stafford, where
she met my Dad.

They all survived, fortunately for me, for without them I wouldn't be
here.

Mum has often talked about her evacuation and the effect it had on
her life. The day she was put on the train, carrying a few items of
clothing and a gas mask, was to be the last day her parents and her
two sisters would ever be together as a family.

I have Grandpa John's diary. The shakiness of the handwriting speaks
volumes about the horrors that he experienced. He talked to me
about the war only once. An anecdote. He and his platoon were left to
guard a captured piece of artillery, with rifles, but only one bullet
between them.

We knew little about Grandpa Norman. All he
ever said to Mum was that he had,"jumped
into the wrong trench." The regimental diary
records it as, 'Two men reported missing'. A
few days previously: 'Killed, Wounded &
Missing: Other ranks 468.' Norman was taken
prisoner and it is only after I contacted the
Red Cross Tracing Agency in Geneva that we
learned of his fate. Prisoner of War for a year
in German hands, released at the end of the
war. How was he treated? He was allowed out
of camp into town to have his photograph
taken to send home to his family on condition
that he came back. Different times!

If you have any memorabilia of your own to contribute to our
Armistice Day display in church, please speak to Janet
Robinson or Karen Glynn.



Dates to remember
(All events at St Giles', unless otherwise noted.)

Monday 1st November: Mothers' Union lunch and AGM: 12 noon

Wednesday 3rd November: Rhythm of Life: Wakefield Cathedral: 7pm

Thursday 4th November: Whist Drive: 7pm

Friday 5th November: Organ Recital: 1pm

Thursday 11th November: Remembrance Day

Sunday 14th November: Remembrance Sunday: Mass 9:30am
Civic Service 11:15am

Time to Remember: St Mary's 4pm
A service remembering loved ones (details in notice sheet).

Thursday 18th November: Whist Drive 7pm

Follow Me 7: Wakefield Cathedral: 6:30pm

Sunday 21st November: Evening Prayer on the Feast of Christ the King:
4pm

A special service to say thank you to Reader David Brooks, who retires
from licensed Reader ministry on this day, and also to Jack Roberts, a
faithful servant to our choir for so many years.

Wednesday 24th November: Rhythm of Life: Wakefield Cathedral: 7pm

Sunday 29th November: Bringing-in day for Childrens' Society boxes.

Wednesday 1st December: Schools' Carol Singing: 9:30am - 3pm

Market Place and Salter Row

Bringing-in day for Childrens' Society boxes.

Saturday 4th December: Childrens' Society Christmas Stall: 9am-12 noon

Saturday 11th December: Christmas Draw
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100 years of red poppies

Amid the mud, blood and carnage of trench warfare in World War 1, tens of
thousands of bright red poppies grew, marking the graves of the fallen. This led
John McCrae, a Canadian army physician who had lost a colleague, to write “In
Flanders Fields”,

In Flanders fields, the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row
That mark our place, and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly.

This image inspired the adoption of a red poppy as the symbol of all soldiers who
had died in conflict. Exactly 100 years ago, on the 11th Nov 1921, poppies of
remembrance were sold for the first time in British and Commonwealth
countries. Hostilities had actually ceased three years earlier at the 11th hour of
the 11th day of the 11th month.

This year, on the 14th November, which is the nearest Sunday, a two minutes'
silence will be kept at war memorials throughout the country, and at the national
ceremony at the Cenotaph in London’s Whitehall. The Queen will pay tribute
alongside Members of the Cabinet, Opposition Party leaders, former Prime
Ministers, the Mayor of London and many others. Representatives of the Armed
Forces, Fishing Fleets and Merchant Air and Navy will be there, as well as High
Commissioners of Commonwealth countries. All will wear a red poppy.

Around 30 million poppies are sold each year in the UK by the Royal British
Legion. All the proceeds are used to provide serving and ex-service personnel
with financial support, advice, employment, mobility, housing and mental health
facilities.

Today we are more aware than ever that battles are fought mainly by young
people, and many of those who survive bear scars for life. The act of
‘remembering’ will not only look back to mark their sacrifice, but also yearn to
learn lessons for the future.

Reflecting on the poem, ‘In Flanders Fields’, the American professor Moina
Michael, wrote:

And now the Torch and Poppy Red
We wear in honour of our dead.
Fear not that ye have died for naught;
We'll teach the lesson that ye wrought
In Flanders Fields.

Photograph by Bruce Dalgleish, taken in Etaples Military Cemetery, the lergest Commonwealth War Graves
Commission cemetery in France. One of 119 graves from WWII amid the 11,500 graves from WW1.
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A few last notes from a retiring Reader
Dear Brother and Sisters,

As many of you will know by now, I am retiring as an active Reader on the 21st

November and become a Reader Emeritus. Canon June has asked me to write a
piece on how and when I became a Reader and how my ministry has progressed
over the last 36 years.

Well, my early life was definitely not one of going to church. I grew up in barracks
and military camps around Britain, and I much preferred to run wild with the other
boys rather than going to Sunday School in the Garrison chapel. However, I did once
dip my toe into Church life, for a very mercenary reason: I wanted to buy some
Dinky cars, so I joined St John’s Church Choir, Ranmore, Sheffield, for the
magnificent weekly fee of 1shilling and 6 pence, or 7 pence in today’s money. In my
teens one of my hobbies was archaeology and through it I became curious why
people would build such magnificent buildings and worship in them, so I began to
search for answers. After a while I started to attend Church and was eventually
confirmed. Then it was only a matter of time before my life stared to revolve
around St Giles’. Over the years I have been a Server, assisted with Sunday School, a
Youth Leader, member of the PCC and the Deanery Synod, and been the PCC
representative on the Pantomime Committee and a Church Warden.

In the late seventies I felt that I was being called to do something more, though I
didn’t know what. I explored the possibilities with the then Vicar, Rev. Eric Davy,
who suggested that I should talk to the Sub Warden of Readers for the Deanery and
he persuaded me to attend a Readers’ Training course, which I did. Whilst on a
weekend retreat with the other trainee Readers, I was sitting quietly contemplating
where the course was leading me, when suddenly I knew that God was calling me to
be a Reader and on the 16th July 1985 along with Phyllis Frankland then from St
Michael’s, Carleton, I was licensed as a Reader by Richard Hare, Bishop of Pontefract
at St George’s Church, Barnsley.

Since then my ministry has been one of service to the clergy and people of St Giles’
and St Mary’s. I have been lucky to have served under the guidance of two vicars
who have nourished and helped my ministry to grow, Fr Godfrey Higgins and Canon
Bob Cooper. Under their guidance my ministry changed from a simple preaching and
teaching ministry to one that encompassed many aspects of Church life. I was
encouraged to take non-sacramental service, Evensong, Morning Prayer and Funerals,
and on rare occasions and when required through the lack of priests, Holy
Communion from Reserved Sacrament. Also in this period, on my days off from the
Fire Service, I carried out Home Communion visits, first with Fr Godfrey then by



myself. When Phyllis joined us at St Giles’ in the late 1980s, together we started to
take Services in Monument Mews, Holberg House and Delacy Gardens at the same
time offering Home Communion after the service for those who wished to take it.

In the 1980s the pastoral side of my ministry was also growing, mainly through
Saturday coffee mornings and social functions, where I was able to hone the pastoral
skills I gained under the tutelage of Fr Godfrey. This experience helped my ministry
to grow not only within the Parish context but in my every day job as well, where I
used my pastoral skills to counsel some of the younger firemen after traumatic
incidents. My pastoral ministry also overlapped into my leisure activities and time
spent at the Royal Air Force Association club, where time and again, through chats
over a pint, I was able to provide help and comfort to some of the members; so
much so, that the Pontefract branch of RAFA asked to be their Chaplain, a post I
held for over twenty years until the club closed.

On retiring from the Fire Service in 1990 I took up a position with the NHS based at
Leeds General Infirmary. One day I was approached by the Chaplain, Helen, and
asked if I was willing to join the Chaplaincy team as a Reader to assist her with her
Ministry. I was reluctant to, but a letter from the Bishop of Ripon persuaded me and,
on receiving his permission to officiate, I joined the team and a new phase of my
ministry started in the hospital, assisting Helen on numerous occasions with services
in the hospital chapel, leading Morning Prayer and occasionally taking Communion
around the wards as and when my work schedule allowed.

On retiring from work in 2005 my ministry within parish grew. This included
assisting the priest at all services and acting as Deacon as required, taking services
both at St Giles’ and St Mary’s, writing, preparing and leading Advent and Lent
groups, recruiting and instructing servers, eucharistic ministers, intercessors and
lectors (lesson readers), carrying out home communions and pastoral visits.
Throughout my service as a Reader I have also taken services in most, if not all of
the parishes within the Pontefract deanery during interregnums.

Throughout my 36 years as a Reader I have had the joy and privilege of serving the
clergy and people of this parish. It has never been a chore, and it has been something
that I have loved doing, the memory of which I will cherish forever; though I could

never have carried out my duties as a Reader for all this time
without your love and support, for which I am truly grateful
and I thank you from the bottom of my heart.

God Bless you all.

Your Brother in Christ

David



Wakefield and District City of Sanctuary Appeal

Linda Fielding and I would like to express our sincere thanks for all the generous
gifts which have been given for refugees arriving in Wakefield. It has touched us
greatly that church members have supported this appeal when there are so many
other calls on our giving. Thanks to you the Clothing store is now restocked for
the autumn/winter and we can be confident we can support the families and
single adults placed in Wakefield.
Such has been the generous response made to the appeal from the whole
Wakefield area that Wakefield City of Sanctuary has
decided to ask for a pause in donations of clothing for the
time being. This will enable the team of volunteers to
focus on other priority needs apart from clothing.
However, if you have already prepared a gift or donation,
I would be delighted to take this to Wakefield but would
ask if we could pause starting any new collections for us

Thank you again from both of us.

Ann and Linda
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A light-hearted quiz from Joyce Bellamy,
to see if you can guess these hymns and songs.

1. Everything is shiny and pretty.
2. Smash before noon.
3. Sanctify our home.

4. Everybody who inhabits our planet.
5. Enter you grateful folk, enter.

6. Permit everyone on Earth to vocalise.
7. Prepare for battle.

8. Create a gulley for the little green vegetables.
9. Goodnight!

10. About Mrs. Bellamy, repeat, About Mrs. Bellamy.
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Pontefract Foodbank
The Foodbank is continuing the work of rebuilding after its closure during
last year. As part of that work, the existing Board would like to recruit
more Trustees.

Trustees carry the overall responsibility for their charity’s operations and
finances, set and review policies and deal with other governance matters
and have reporting obligations to the Charity Commission.

As Pontefract Foodbank is affiliated to the Trussell Trust, its Trustees
have an additional obligation to work towards the end for the need for
foodbanks including Pontefract’s.

If you would like more information about this opportunity, please get in
touch. We would love to hear from you. Further information can be
obtained by telephoning 07935 530 583 or by emailing
info@pontefract.foodbank.org.uk

Ann Harris
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Harvest Gifts for St Giles’ Food Share at No 6
Thank you everyone for such generous giving to No 6. As you may see from
our photographs, the tables are groaning with tins and packets piled high.

With rising energy and food costs and
the removal of the £20 Universal Credit
uplift, this autumn and winter are likely
to be a stressful time for many families
as they struggle to purchase the basic
essentials. However, these Harvest gifts
have given us some confidence that No
6 can deliver a Food Share project at
this October half-term for families who
will be especially financially challenged in
addition to our hopes to help at
Christmas too.

Thank you everyone for helping
No 6 make things a little easier
for local families.

Paul & AnnThe generous array of items donated by
members of St Giles' congregation at Harvest.

Everything has to be recorded: the first
step is to check and date food items.
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The last date for items for December's
magazine is

Sunday 21st November 2021

December's magazine.



Do you prefer using cash?

Access to cash is still an ‘essential piece of infrastructure’ for
elderly people. Cutting them off from cash and banking services
is tantamount to excluding them from society.

So warns Age UK, which has been pointing to recent figures from
the Financial Conduct Authority that show that about 2.4million
people aged 65 and over still rely on cash in their day-to-day life.
That represents about a fifth of all older people. And while cash
use has plummeted during the pandemic, Age UK stresses that it
would be a mistake to assume that everyone can make all their
financial transactions digitally.

A YouGov survey in January 2021 found that more than half of
over-65s in the UK had used cash within the previous week.
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Good COP, bad COP - What is COP26 and why is it so important?

Jemima Parker, Diocesan Environment Officer

In just a few short weeks one of the most important conferences to be held in
recent years will take place. The global climate summit, known as COP26, will
be held in Glasgow during the first two weeks of November.
The importance and relevance of COP26 cannot be underestimated given the
domination of our news headlines, over recent months, by one environmental
crisis after another - from extreme heat events and frequent wildfires, to
catastrophic floods and biodiversity loss.
Events like these are becoming increasingly commonplace and, as our
scientists predicted, are a result of climate change, they are now a reality for
us here in Yorkshire, just as much as they are in distant lands. If left
unchecked climate change will make life on earth at best far less comfortable
and at worst unbearable.
There is however, still time to do something about it, if we can act more swiftly
and implement the big global wide changes that are needed to curb fossil fuel
emissions and boost nature recovery.
These summits, known as the UN’s Conference of the Parties (COP) are
where amendments to the global agreement on climate change are
negotiated. The first COP was in Berlin in 1995 when most of the world had
yet to register the significance of climate change. Twenty-six years later,
COP26, co-hosted by the UK and Italy, will be the most significant since
COP21 in Paris in 2015.
What emerged from COP21 is referred to as the Paris Agreement, a
landmark in the multilateral climate change process, because for the first time
a binding agreement brought all nations into a common cause, to undertake
ambitious efforts to combat climate change and adapt to its effects.
The Paris Agreement was a breakthrough because it allowed all nations to
make a pledge – or a nationally determined contribution – which if delivered
(a crucial point) should start to slow the rate of global warming, with the
ultimate aim of limiting the average level of warming to at least 2°C, and
ideally to 1.5°C.
These figures don’t sound like much, but they are massively significant for
two main reasons. First, they are global annual averages and there will be big
variations around the world, with the extremes being much higher and enough
to trigger massive disruptions, including making some areas effectively
uninhabitable. Second, the science is clear that 1.5°C of warming is a crucial
tipping point. Stay within 1.5°C and we retain control of our future climate –
but go beyond it and we risk triggering ‘run away’ climate change. In other
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words, if we go beyond 1.5°C of warming we lose control of our future,
as a range of feedback loops kick-in where warming unlocks natural
cycles that then drive further warming. One key natural cycle (there are
many) relates to the melting of extensive areas of permafrost which
currently contain huge quantities of methane that if released would drive
further warming.

Cover COP26 in Prayer – Let’s not COP out!
Hello,

As the COP26 International Climate Change Talks are approaching I invite
you to join me in praying daily through the two weeks of COP26 - that from
1st – 12th November.

It can be hard to know how to pray for the big issues around our changing
climate and for our global leaders as they meet in Glasgow. The outcomes
of the COP26 talks will have serious repercussions for God's people and
planet for may years to come.

So why not sign up for the diocesan Cover COP26 in Prayer mailings,
which will then be sent to you daily for the 12 days of COP. The daily Cover
COP26 in Prayer emails are designed to help you spend about 10 minutes
in prayer each day at this important time. Praying for good outcomes for
God’s creation and all of us who depended on it.

They will include reflections of thankfulness, repentance and give an
international perspective. Each day there will be a theme, a bible verse to
read and reflect on, a video, and some suggested responses.

Go to https://www.leeds.anglican.org/environment/community-global to
sign up for the 12 daily mailings.

You are also invited to a range of events taking place in conjunction with
Cover COP26 in Prayer - see below. You can read more about other
events happening in the Diocese of Leeds and further afield during COP26.

God bless

Jemima Parker,
Diocesan Environment Officer

jemima.parker@leeds.anglican.org
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Thomas Moore Wakefield Saturday 2 October 
2021 4.30pm

Sam Barber London, Christchurch Kensington 8 October 2021
John Dunford Easingwold 5 November 2021
Christopher 
Newton

Armley, Saint Bartholomew 3 December 2021

Simon Lindley Leeds Minster Organist Emeritus 17 December 2021 
TBC

Maximillian EllioR York, St Olave and York, All Saints 7 January 2022
Sean Montgomery Hebden Bridge 4 February 2022
Paul Dewhurst Bridlington Priory 4 March 2022
David Baker Mytholmroyd 1 April 2022
Thomas Moore Wakefield 6 May 2022
Donald MacKenzie Odeon Leicester Square Saturday 28 May 

2022 7.00pm TBC
Ivan Linford Oakham 3 June 2022
Marc Murray Bury Parish Church 1 July 2022

Organ Recitals in St Giles'
2021-2022

Organ Recitals in St Giles'
2021-2022

Recitals begin at 1 pm, unless otherwise stated.
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Hope you guessed them before looking at the answers.
1. All things bright and beautiful.

2.Morning has broken.
3.Bless this house.

4.All people that on earth do dwell.
5.Come, ye thankful people, come.

6. Let all the world in every corner sing.
7.Onward Christian soldiers, or, Fight the good fight.

8.Make me a channel of your pease.!
9.Now the day is over, or, The day Thou gavest Lord is ended.

10. Rejoice, again I say, rejoyce!!

Joyce Bellamy

MONDAY 1st NOVEMBER - We meet in Café at 12.00 noon
for our Pea & Pie Lunch at 12.30pm, followed by our AGM.
Please make sure you are on the list for lunch.

Hope you can all make it.

BOTTLE STALL – We are planning to hold a Tombola Bottle
Stall in November to raise funds for Church and Mothers’
Union projects.

Date to be announced when we have enough bottles.
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Organ Recital at St Giles'
A special recital was held on
Saturday 2nd October, to give
thanks for the long work of
rebuilding and restoration of the
organ. Canon June Lawson and
organist and choir director
JamesMacDonald paid tribute to
the skill and generosity of
Michael Phipps, who regaled the
audience with stories of

how he became fascinated by and
then involved with a baroque
organ in the Netherlands which
inspired his work on our own organ
in St Giles'.

Organist Thomas Moore played a
varied programme of organ music
by a range of composers, skilfully
introducing and demonstrating the
wide range of voices available on
this magnificent instrument.

At the end of the recital, which
was enjoyed by an appropriately
large audience, Tom directed the
lengthy applause towards the
main star of the evening, the
organ of St Giles', Pontefract.

A list of forthcoming recitals
appears on page 17.

Bruce Dalgleish
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Funerals at St Giles’ in October
Judith Lawrance

“May they rest in peace and rise in glory.”

Year's mind for November. We give thanks for the lives of:
3 Marjorie Mildred Schofield, Roger Sessford, Eric Taylor 4 Tony

Townsend 6 Frank Roberts 7 Martyn Heighton 8 Ian Sanderson 9
George Eric Burgess, Fanny Roydhouse 10 Mary Walker 13 David

Fielder 17 John Roger Sessford 19 Maud Rita Hill, Joan Mary Lemmon

22 Eric Tonks 26 Gordon Leng Johnson, Dorothy Sessford

Commemorations begin on the Sunday before the date given or on the date
if this is a Sunday. If you would like to add a name to theYears' Mind List
please write it in the diary in Reception or e-mail Vivienne using -

stgileschurchpontefract@gmail.com
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Where in St Giles' can this be found?

Barbara





Tuesday 9th 
November
7pm prompt
Pontefract Town Hall

Admission
Members FREE

Non-members £3 on the door

or via www.eventbrite.com

The Barnbow Lasses
An entertaining illustrated talk by
Carole Smithies MBE, former
Barnbow worker, academic
and local historian.

The Barnbow Lassies tells the story of the huge North 
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female workforce; on 5th Dec 1916, the factory suf-

fered the worst tragedy in the history of the city, when 

a massive explosion killed 35 of the women who 
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WWII gun factory and the post-war tank facility.  

www.pontefractcivicsociety.org.uk
info@pontefractcivicsociety.org.uk




