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Please Note 
 

Obviously the actual occurrence of any event outlined in the magazine this month is 

completely out of our control.  For up to date information about the progress we are making, 

make sure you download the weekly notice sheet from the website -  
 

http://www.stgilespontefract.org.uk/weekly-notices-2/  
 

God bless and keep you all safe. 
 

The Editorial team 
 

Some articles in this magazine are reproduced, with permission, from the Website -  https://

www.parishpump.co.uk/  

Church of England guidance 1 September 2021 notes that ‘the Government has  
moved from overarching rules to stop the spread of the virus to guidance that 
emphasises the personal and corporate responsibility of individuals and 
organisations undertake actions to protect others and themselves’.  

Please note:   

 We advise that those able to wear masks continue to wear them for services, 
including singing, and when moving around church.  

 Small groups to make a decision on the necessity of masks or otherwise.  

 When seated in the café, masks are not required, but advised when entering 
or leaving.   

 Hand sanitizer stations will continue to be available and their use encouraged.   

 Doors will continue to be left open to improve ventilation.   

 If you would like seat space left between you and the next person, please take 
a card from reception to place on the seat beside you.   

 The gaps between rows will be reduced. Strict socially distanced seating will 
be retained in the balcony.   

 We will not, at this point, be making any changes to how we currently share 
the peace.   

 The priest will continue to hand sanitise and wear a face covering when 
distributing communion.   

 We will continue following a one-way system for communion and moving 
around church.   

 We will retain only taking communion in one kind until we can return to the 
common cup safely.   

 The collection will remain as a basket placed near the north door.   

 As yet we are not able to return to serving refreshments after Sunday 
services, though Wednesday and Saturday refreshments resumed in the café 
from 1st September.   

Though not now mandatory, we will continue to provide additional cleaning of 
the church during this period.  

It is no longer a legal requirement to wear a face covering, though the 
government expects and recommends that people wear face coverings in 
crowded and enclosed settings to protect themselves and others.  

http://www.stgilespontefract.org.uk/weekly-notices-2/
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PARISH OF PONTEFRACT 

St Giles’ with St Mary 

The clergy write… 

Generosity Week  

As October begins, we draw towards the end of our church’s celebration of 

‘Generosity Week’.  We have given thanks for the gifts of God, celebrated the 

many ways people contribute to our church, and been inspired to foster a 

culture of generosity.  It is right that, amidst whatever challenges our church 

faces, we make space to ‘count our blessings’.  God has blessed us with deep 

friendships, beautiful worship and music, and opportunities to make a 

difference in our community.  We celebrate the generosity of so many people 

– in their time, money, and skills – that makes possible all we do as a church. 

It is this spirit of generosity we will rely on as we emerge from the trauma of 

the pandemic, resuming old things in new ways and seeing the shoots of fresh 

opportunities springing up. 

Our Lord says, ‘to all those who have, more will be given, and they will have 

an abundance’ (Mt. 25:29).  We have so much in our church for which to give 

thanks, but even more for which to hope.  And if we are to see this new life 

and growth, it will start with each one of us considering how to use the gifts 

God has given us.  When received into generous hands, the gifts of God 

multiply in surprising ways.  As was illustrated in the sermon at the start of 

the week, generosity begets further generosity; our individual offerings often 

have a bigger effect than we expect, inspiring deeper generosity across our 

communities. 

Generosity is especially important at the moment.  With money, energy and 

even hope running low across our society, as we are left reeling from the 

past 18 months, the Church also faces serious challenges.  The impact of 
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these difficulties will depend on our response.  Will we turn inward and close 

ourselves off from one another, or see this as an opportunity for renewed 

generosity, offering what we can to our church and our community? It has 

been a joy to resume many of the things that the pandemic kept our church 

from doing – coffee mornings, open church, more services, and so many 

other things.  All of these require people and resources, and open up 

opportunities for giving.  We would also love to increase our fundraising, with 

great events like our recent bric-a-brac stall and ‘Knit and Natter’ session 

raising money for our worship and mission.  Beyond raising money for our 

church, it is also a time to provide for others, with food donations at our 

Harvest Celebration (and then on every first Sunday of the month) going to 

families who need them, via the St. Giles Food Share.  All these things offer 

opportunities for us to pray about how God might be calling each of us to 

be generous – could you help by volunteering at a coffee morning, organising 

a fundraising event, or making a donation of food? If our culture of generosity 

is to be sustained long after Generosity Week, it will take each and every one 

of us. 

Our renewed focus on generosity is not only a response to the practical 

challenges which face us; it is at the heart of our faith, as we are called to 

reflect the generosity shown to us in Christ. God is, from eternity, a God of 

self-giving; as we deepen our own generosity towards one another and the 

world, we will become more like our creator, the one from whom every gift 

comes. 

Fr Sam 
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Organ Recitals 

All  recitals commence at 1.00pm on Fridays, unless otherwise stated. 
 

More dates to follow in due course. 

All Souls’ Day- remembering loved ones 
 

VERY IMPORTANT: Please remember to sign the list in reception 

(or email) if you would like a loved one’s name read out at the 

service. 
 

A mass will be celebrated for All Souls’ Day on Tuesday November 2nd 

at 7.00pm. At this service, the name(s) of departed loved ones will be read 

out and the opportunity to light candles in memory of a loved one included. 

We would like, if possible, to ensure that any names read out during the 

service will have someone present in the congregation who has especially 

come to hear their loved one remembered by name. It may also be that a 

member of St Giles’ or St Mary’s who is no longer able to come to church 

due to infirmity would like us to pray for a loved one and it would be very 

appropriate for a friend to still add these names to the list on their behalf.   
 

Please add your loved one’s name(s) to the list (in reception) if you 

would like their name read out at the All Souls’ Day Mass or email the 

parish office at stgileschurchpontefract@gmail.com Alternatively, you 

may also ring the office on 01977 790448. 

Saturday 2 October 

2021 4.30pm 
Thomas Moore Wakefield 

8 October 2021 Sam Barber 
London, Christchurch 

Kensington 

5 November 2021 John Dunford Easingwold 

3 December 2021 Christopher Newton 
Armley, Saint 

Bartholomew 

17 December 2021  Simon Lindley 
Leeds Minster 

Organist Emeritus 

7 January 2022 Maximillian Elliott 
York, St Olave and 

York, All Saints 

mailto:stgileschurchpontefract@gmail.com
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COP26 

COP26 is an international summit for world leaders on Climate Change 

being held in the first week of November in Glasgow. The meetings planned 

for COP26 have been billed as some of the most important political events 

in a generation as scientists and politicians come together to debate and 

decide on the measures which are felt to have the most potential in 

managing Climate Change. 

As recent newspaper reports have described, many activists have been 

preparing for this conference by organising activities aimed at challenging us 

all in the way we live our lives and use the world’s resources. For some time, 

Christian organisations have been part of this movement. Faith-based aid 

organisations such as CAFOD and Christian Aid have long campaigned for 

Climate Justice as the effects of Climate Change have the greatest impact on 

the World’s Poorest Poor.  

Our Church of England is playing its part too. The national online service on 

12th September took “Climate Sunday” as its theme, General Synod has 

debated how the Church can work towards becoming more careful in its use 

of earth’s resources and our own PCC has worked to look at how the 

Parish can become “greener”. 

So, what if anything can we, as Christians in Pontefract, do to take action on 

Climate Change at COP26? Initially, very little we thought. But a recent 

Christian Aid e-newsletter gave us an idea which we would like to share with 

you. The Christian Aid plan is for individual supporters, churches and groups 

within churches to make origami boats for a display in Glasgow. It is hoped 

that thousands of boats bearing prayers and messages will come together 

from across the country to form a special installation to deliver the Christian 

message to World Leaders on the need for climate justice. 

If you would like to join us and take part, please follow the instructions on 

how to make an easy origami sailboat  or via the Christian Aid website at 

caid.org.uk/rise and post your boat with its prayer or message to PO 

Box100, London SE1 7RT to arrive by 15th October.  Alternatively, bring your 

boat to St Giles’ Reception by Wednesday morning 13th October and we will 

post on your behalf. 

And here’s short prayer to pray for COP26: 

file:///C:/Users/Vivienne Smales/Downloads/easy origami sailboat instructions v2.pdf
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/sites/default/files/2021-07/J244337%20YCCN%20activity%20pack%20AW.pdf
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Know your church Quiz 
 

1. Where in church will you find the Siege Coin? 

2. When was St Giles’ authorised by Parliament to become Pontefract 

Parish Church? 

 a.  1789   b.  1642   c. 1868  d.  1865 

3. Which  monarch has a coat of arms above the gallery in the West end of 

the church?  

4. What did the brass holder on the former Majors Pew hold? 

5. Who built the church organ? 

6. The statue of the Virgin Mary in the Lady Chapel was made in 

 a.  Germany  b.  England  c.  Italy   d.  France 

7. The Tower has a peal of how many bells? 

 a.  8    b.  12   c.  10   d.  14 

8. What stone are the altars made from? 

 a.  York stone b.  Derbyshire stone  c.  Portland stone 

9. How many clock faces does St Giles’ Tower have? 

10. Where is the “Battles over” certificate in church? 
 

Karen Glynn 

 

Answers on page 34. 

God of hope, 

We pray for world leaders attending COP26. Bless them with wisdom, 

creativity and a shared vision of hope for all creation. May they find the 

determination to take strong action to halt the destructive effects of climate 

change and the political will to act together for the common good. 

Amen 

Thank you 

Ann and Paul  
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St Mary’s Church, Chequerfield 
 

Services at St Mary’s Church will take place on 

Sunday, 3rd October (Morning Worship) 

Sunday, 10th October (Mass) 

Sunday, 17th October (Morning Worship) 

Sunday, 24th October (Mass) 

Please note—there will be no service on 
Sunday, 31st October 

Bell Ringing 
Have you ever wondered who is ringing the bells on Sundays as you walk 

into church, or what it would be like to ring the bells?   

Then why not give it a go.   

New members are always welcome at practice. 
 

Monday evenings, 7.30pm—9.00pm  

in the bell tower. 

Wobbly Tooth 
 

DA-ADDY l’VE GOT  A WOBBLY TOOTH! 

Okay Son, just leave it alone, and it will come 

out on its own. 

 

MU-UMMY I’VE GOT A WOBBLY TOOTH.! 

Yes love, I heard you shout, leave it alone and it 

will soon come out. 

 

GREATGRANDMA, I HAD A WOBBLY 

TOOTH. 

Well now, isn’t that grand! Do I see that 

treasure in your hand?  

Joyce Bellamy and  

Dexter,  Age 5 
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Mothers’ Union 
 

We meet again in church on Monday, 4th October at 1.30pm.  Our guest 

speaker will be Karen, one of our bell ringers.  Karen will give a talk on “the 

History of Bells”. 
 

We hope you can all make it—

everyone is welcome. 
 

Refreshments will be provided after 

St Giles’ Church Tower  
 

St Giles’ church tower houses ten wonderful bells, which are rung regularly 

prior to church services, other occasions and notable events.  The bell- 

Ringers were looking forward to ringing a full peal (3 hours +/-) in April this 

year to celebrate the 100th anniversary of the first peal rung on this 

marvellous ring of bells.  However, due to the coronavirus pandemic, this 

celebration of ringing had to be postponed.  The ringers are pleased to 

inform you that this celebratory centenary full peal will ring out from St 

Giles’ on Sunday, 10 October from 2.00pm. 

 

Karen Glynn 
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Autumn’s tranquillity 

 

 

I saw this beautiful picture 

of Autumn’s tranquillity and 

thought it was delightful 

enough to share. 

 

Josie Harrison 

 

 

 

 

 

St.  Giles’ Whist Drive will recommence in October 

 7.00 pm on Thursday  7th    

and fortnightly thereafter in the Café (subject to 

availability) 
 

Why not come along and join us for a 

fun and friendly social evening, with a few 

hands of ‘non-serious’ whist.   Card 

playing experience not essential. 

  

Entry fee is £5 including a glass of wine/

soft drink and cakes, plus a raffle.    

 

Proceeds for the St Giles’ Centre. 
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Harvest - A Short History 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Harvest is from the Anglo-Saxon word hærfest, "Autumn". It then came to refer 

to the season for reaping and gathering grain and other grown products. The full 

moon nearest the autumnal equinox is called the Harvest Moon. So in ancient 

traditions Harvest Festivals were traditionally held on or near the Sunday of the 

Harvest Moon. This moon is the full moon which falls in the month of September. 

An early Harvest Festival used to be celebrated at the beginning of the Harvest 

season on 1 August and was called Lammas, meaning 'loaf Mass'. Farmers made 

loaves of bread from the fresh wheat crop. These were given to the local church 

as the Communion bread during a special service thanking God for the harvest. 

Nowadays the festival is held at the end of harvest, which varies in different parts 

of Britain. Sometimes neighbouring churches will set the Harvest Festival on 

different Sundays so that people can attend each other's thanksgivings. 

Farmers celebrated the end of the harvest with a big meal called a harvest supper. 

Some churches and villages still have a Harvest Supper. 

The modern British tradition of celebrating Harvest Festival in churches began in 

1843, when the Reverend Robert Hawker invited parishioners to a special thanks-

giving service at his church at Morwenstow in Cornwall. Victorian hymns such as 

"We plough the fields and scatter", "Come ye thankful people, come" and "All 

things bright and beautiful" but also Dutch and German harvest hymns in 

translation helped popularise his idea of harvest festival and spread the annual 

custom of decorating churches with home-grown produce for the Harvest 

Festival service. 

 

Submitted by Josie Harrison 
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Rhythm of Life 
Dear Friends 

For those who were able to attend the Rhythm of Life evening at Wakefield 

Cathedral on 30th June it was great to see you and a good memory of one of 

our first larger gatherings for teaching and fellowship. 

I have now booked some further sessions and would be delighted to see you 

at our forthcoming meetings or to simply hear how you are getting on with 

Rhythm of Life or if you need any resources? 

Wednesday at 7.00pm Group at Wakefield Cathedral: Finding your 

Rhythm. 

We will be holding 7 sessions over the autumn for us to study and discuss 

the 7 areas of Rhythm of Life. This session is open to anyone from parishes 

or from the cathedral congregation. It would be great if you are able to 

commit to most of the weeks but equally if you’d like to simply dip in for one 

or two that is equally fine. The meetings will include prayer, teaching and 

discussion and the groups will be facilitated by myself and my colleague Fr 

Tim Carroll. 

Wednesday 6th October               Celebrating 

Wednesday 20th October             Creating 

Wednesday 3rd November            Resting 

Wednesday 24th November          Encouraging 

Wednesday 8th December            Sharing 

Wednesday 12th January              Reflecting 

Wednesday 26th January              Praying 

Thanks for reading and for considering how to get involved. The aim of 

Rhythm of Life is to help us grow in our faith and connect our faith with daily 

life. 

If you are planning to join the Wednesday Rhythm of Life group it would 

be helpful of you can reply to me at this email address – thank you:-

missioner@wakefield-cathedral.org.uk  

I look forward to seeing you soon. 

Every blessing, 

Peter 

Revd Canon Peter Farley-Moore 

Canon Missioner 

mailto:missioner@wakefield-cathedral.org.uk
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Carleton Theatre Group 
  

If anyone wishes to join us, with a view to 

considering acting or helping backstage, etc,  

please phone  

Ruth Connor on 01977 792100,  or  

Brenda Smith (01977 700052). 
  

. 

Follow Me Sessions for 2021/2022 
The dates for the ‘Follow Me’ sessions have now been arranged for 

Thursday evenings at Wakefield Cathedral: 

Thursday 14th October   

Thursday 18th November 

Thursday 20th January 2022 

Thursday 24th February 

Thursday 28th April 

Thursday 29th May 
 

The evening is split into three parts: 

6.30pm Evensong, 7.15pm Light Supper, 7.45pm The Talk (speakers for each 

of the sessions will be announced in due course). 

Feel free to join for one, two or three parts of the evening. 

Please email Caroline, PA to Bishop Tony, Robinson, Bishop of Wakefield, if 

you would like to participate at caroline.asquith@leeds.anglican.org 
 

mailto:caroline.Asquith@Leeds.anglican.org
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Refugees 

One thing that has depressed me a lot recently has been the reaction, to a 

certain extent, in the popular press, but more specifically, on social media and 

by certain politicians, to refugees.  The idea that seems to prevail is that a 

refugee is some type of parasite that comes to this country to live off the ‘fat 

of the land’.  Someone who will take from, rather than contribute to, our 

nation and way of life. This is a concept that is so far removed from my own 

personal experiences, I feel the need to comment. 

In a lifetime spent teaching I have come upon refugees from many of the 

world’s trouble spots from Poland in the 60s, Uganda and Vietnam in the 70s, 

Kosovo in the 90s and Iraq in this century.  My dealings with the parents, 

when present, were limited but certainly I found the children, almost totally, 

saw life here as a chance to capture a nearly lost opportunity to gain an 

education and progress in life, even when we, as a nation, put stumbling 

blocks in their way.  I remember the young girl from Kosovo who arrived in 

the UK at the age of 13 with no knowledge of English.  Three years later she 

was on the short list for Head Girl and weeks away from sitting her GCSEs, 

when the then equivalent of the Border Agency decided that she and her 

parents would have to leave and return to Kosovo.  Appeals from the school, 

and offers for lodgings until she could travel back after her exams, were 

totally ignored and a rude awakening one day at 5.00 in the morning led to 

the end of her time in this country. 

The example I would like to use though comes from the late 1970s.  The 

Americans have pulled out of Vietnam and, as now in Afghanistan, people 

feared for their lives and the lives of their children.  This particular mother, 

whose husband, a politician of Chinese origin, had been imprisoned, managed 

to get her four children onto a boat that would risk crossing the South 

China Sea. The boat, unlike some, survived and made it to Hong Kong where 

the children were looked after in a hostel as they worked for a firm 

producing digital watches.  They were lucky.  The British Government of the 

day agreed to take 10,000 refugees and this young family of four children 

arrived in this country.  The eldest spoke some English but the others had to 

start from scratch.  They were placed in local schools usually studying the 

Sciences, Maths, Technology, basically any subject without a strong language 

base and eventually, after some weeks, given help from an ESL (English as a 

Second Language) teacher.   
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The story I remember so well involves the third of this family, a boy.  He had 

not been here long and was in a class that had been given some Biology 

homework.  It was worded in the usual sort of way – ‘Read pages 112 to 114 

and answer questions 1, 2 and 3 on page 115.’  Not a tremendously tasking 

piece of work, unless of course you still have only a smattering of English.  I 

had gone round to see how the family were managing and there was this 

young man setting out his desk to do his biology homework.  In front of him 

he had a blank notepad, his biology textbook, an English - Chinese dictionary 

and his biology exercise book.  He traced, with his finger, through the pages 

that needed to be read, stopping at every word he didn’t understand, looking 

it up in his dictionary and writing the word and the Chinese symbol(s) on his 

notepad.  When he had reached page 115, he went back to the beginning and 

read through the pages, constantly referring to his notebook, but now able to 

make some sense out of the text without constantly having to stop.  He then 

wrote the answers to the questions on his notepad in Chinese and then, 

once again using his dictionary, attempted to translate these into readable 

English in his Exercise Book.  A 20-to-30-minute homework task had taken 

over two hours and now he was able to move onto his next subject. 

One little story from the same family.  I went round to see them on 

November 5th to find them once again deep in study as one of the local 

organisations had kindly decided to organise a firework display for them and 

others. I pointed this out to them and treasured the answer, “Don’t forget, 

we invented them, Mr Lonsdale.”  

It came as no surprise that two years after their arrival the eldest two gained 

good grades in 5 GCSEs and the younger siblings subsequently achieved the 

same. Further down the line all four successfully passed their A levels, two 

obtained degrees, one a B Tech, and the fourth, the Biology student, went 

straight into work after A levels and now manages a Laboratory at a 

University.  All have grasped the chances given to them with both hands and, 

going back to my first paragraph, have done everything they can to 

contribute positively towards their adopted country.   

Such a pity that more people can’t understand. 

 

Stuart Lonsdale 
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18th Oct:     St Luke the Evangelist – linking the sacred 
and the profane  
To St Luke, a Gentile, we owe the beautifully written Gospel of Luke, and the 
Book of Acts.  He was a Greek physician, a disciple of St Paul, a companion 
on some of his missionary journeys, and an inspired writer. 

Luke’s gospel focuses on the compassion of Christ. His gospel contains some 
of the most moving parables, such as the Good Samaritan and Prodigal 
Son.  This, with his emphasis on poverty, prayer and purity of heart, make up 
much of his appeal to the Gentles, for whom he wrote. 

Women figure more prominently in Luke’s gospel than any other: look out 
for the extended story of the Virgin Birth, and stories of Mary, Elizabeth, and 
the woman who was a sinner. 

In Acts, Luke is remarkably good as linking sacred and profane history, as 
subsequent archaeology has shown. A principal theme of his Acts is how the 
early Christians moved away from Jerusalem into the pagan world, and 
especially on to Rome. 
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Plastic Bottle Bottoms Appeal  
Inspired by the fantastic response shown by our community for the 
poppy display, we are now are looking to have at least 2 displays in 

2020, for Remembrance Day using the 
bottoms of plastic drinks bottles, making the 
displays even bigger.   
 

Can you help us please 
by saving your bottle 
bottoms any size of 
bottom is required. If 
you could paint them 
red (acrylic paint is 
best), and add two small 
holes in the middle this 
would be a big help. If 
you can’t paint them, 
please just put them in 
the box and we will 
paint them.  
 

Each display needs 2,500 bottle bottoms, hence 
asking you to save them now! We will be collecting until the end of 
October.    

We are grateful to St Giles’ for supporting us and acting as a collection 
point.  
 

The Decoration squad are a 
number of Community 
Organisations, Businesses 
and individual’s that come 
together for the benefit of 
the town.                
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CHARLES E ASHTON & SON 

 

A personal and caring 

 

FUNERAL SERVICE 

* 

A long established & trusted family company. 
* 

Chapel of Rest 

at 

14 Wakefield Road, Pontefract 

Telephone: 600074 

www.ashtonsfunerals.co.uk 

 

Approved pre-payment scheme available 
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 Parish Magazine 
 

If you have a contribution for the Parish Magazine, whether it be a photo-

graph, a notice, a report or a reminisce, please just write it down and hand it 

to Vivienne or Bruce, or email it to both in case one or other is on holiday 

etc.   

 

Your contributions help to ensure that the magazine is a worthwhile public-

ation and reflects the life of the St Giles’ Church and the parish as a whole.  

So please, whatever your contribution, do send it in. 
 
 

  

brucedalgleish0@gmail.com and stgileschurchpontefract@gmail.com 
  
 

 The last date for items for November’s magazine is  

Sunday, 24th October 2021.    

 

 This is a strict deadline for all submissions.  Anything received after this date 

will appear in November’s magazine. 

Y.M.C.A.  Charity Shop 
 
 
YMCA Charity Shop, Horsefair, 
Pontefract. 
 

Large white goods, menswear and 
furniture urgently needed. 
 

Please ring  01977 792679 for free 
collection. 
 

Help us transform the lives of young 
people in your area by donating your 
unwanted goods. 

mailto:brucedalgleish0@gmail.com
mailto:stgileschurchpontefract@gmail.com
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Andrew J. Peaker 

Peak Accounting Services 

  
 Complete Accountancy Service 
  

 Self-Assessment Returns 
  

 Wages / Book Keeping 
  

 Annual Accounts Preparation 
  

 Taxation & VAT 
  

Free Initial Consultation 

1 Langdale Drive, Low Ackworth 

Pontefract WF7  7PX  Tel:  01977 614912 
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Crossword  

 

Across 

1    ‘Those who were standing near Paul said, “You — to insult God’s high 

priest?”’ (Acts 23:4) (4) 

3    They were assigned to guard the tree of life (Genesis 3:24) (8) 

9    ‘Elkanah son of Jeroham, the son of Elihu, the — of — , the son of Zuph, 

an Ephraimite’ (1 Samuel 1:1) (3,4) 

10  Surrender (Joshua 24:23) (5) 

11  Where American livestock can be reared (5) 

12  Listen (anag.) (6) 

14  Alternative name for Kiriath Jearim (2 Samuel 6:2) (6,2,5) 
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17  He founded Westminster Abbey, — the Confessor (6) 

19  Hebrew word for the place of the dead (5) 

22  Allies of Persia in the fifth century BC (Esther 1:3) (5) 

23  Where John Wesley was forced to preach a lot (4,3) 

24  Rebellion against God; abandonment of religious belief (8) 

25  Note (anag.) (4) 

 

Down 

1   Give an account of (Mark 4:30) (8) 

2   ‘I — — the path of your commands, for you have set my heart 

free’ (Psalm 119:32) (3,2) 

4   ‘He took the ephod, the other — — and the carved image’ (Judges 

18:20) (9,4) 

5   ‘You are a chosen people, a — priesthood’ (1 Peter 2:9) (5) 

6   The meek, the merciful and the mourners are all this (Matthew 5:4–5, 7) 

(7) 

7   Musical Instrument Digital Interface (1,1,1,1) 

8   He was the son of Nun (Deuteronomy 34:9) (6) 

13  ‘Let the little — come to me’ (Matthew 19:14) (8) 

15  ‘About three thousand were — — their number that day’ (Acts 2:41) 

(5,2) 

16  In John’s vision, the wall of the new Jerusalem was made of this 

(Revelation 21:18) (6) 

18  ‘Our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly — a Saviour from there, the 

Lord Jesus Christ’ (Philippians 3:20) (5) 

20  ‘Glorify the Lord with me: let us — his name together’ (Psalm 34:3) (5) 

21  Young Men’s Christian Association (1,1,1,1) 

 

 

 

Answers on page 34 
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AJK Legal Services 

Wills and Lasting Power of Attorneys 

AJK Legal Services are specialists in the  
preparation and writing of  

Wills and Lasting Power of Attorneys. 

We pride ourselves on a quality service  
provided in the comfort of your own home. 

Alison Knox, our founder member, is a 
Chartered Legal Executive 

with over 30 years Legal experience in a  
local Solicitors practice. 

 
For further information, or to request a home visit 

please contact 
Alison Knox 

Tel: 07812-700301 
Email: AJKlegalservices@gmail.com 

 

 
AJK Legal Services 
4 Fairways Court 

Darrington 
WF8 3DH 
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God in the Arts 
 
 

Editor:  The Revd Michael Burgess continues his series on God in the Arts with a 

wood engraving of The Feast of Tabernacles, one of several ‘Illustrations of Jewish 

Customs’ by Simeon Solomon.   

You can see a copy of the illustration at https://victorianweb.org/art/illustration/

ssolomon/24.html 

 

Scanned by Simon Cooke, https://victorianweb.org/art/illustration/

ssolomon/24.html 

'Spread over us the tabernacle of your peace, O God'  

For nine days at the end of September Jewish families will have gathered to 

celebrate the festival of Tabernacles. It is always a happy season as adults and 

children alike join for their Harvest feast. Many churches will be having their 

own Harvest Thanksgivings at the beginning of this month. We know this was 

a custom revived by Parson Hawker in the Victorian period, but its roots lie 

in that Jewish feast which Jesus Himself knew and celebrated. 

Each family erects a tabernacle or tent in the garden or back yard. They will 

have their meals and spend time there, relaxing with one another. The roof of 

https://victorianweb.org/art/illustration/ssolomon/24.html
https://victorianweb.org/art/illustration/ssolomon/24.html
https://victorianweb.org/art/illustration/ssolomon/24.html
https://victorianweb.org/art/illustration/ssolomon/24.html
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each tabernacle might have branches of trees covering it, hung with fruits and 

fragrant flowers. The children decorate the tent with drawings and pictures.  

Because it is only a temporary building for that time of the year, and because 

the roof is fragile, it is a reminder of the journeying of the Israelites in the 

wilderness when their safety rested on the goodness of God. It was God 

who watched over the people then. It is God who watches over them now 

and watches over the earth, so that it is fruitful, providing food for their 

health and happiness. 

This feast is the subject of this month's picture by Simeon Solomon. He was 

a Jewish artist, born in London in 1840 into a family of artists. He made his 

own reputation through meeting the Pre-Raphaelites and the poet, 

Swinburne. Solomon was a colourful character of that period, whose life 

sadly ended in poverty and alcoholism. But this wood engraving was made 

early on in his life in 1866. It is part of a series illustrating Jewish customs, 

which Solomon provided for 'Leisure Hour.' 

We see an elderly person on the left making his way into the tent, and at the 

other side a mother leading her children. The walls outside are adorned with 

palm branches and inside the tent a feast of fruits and food await them. The 

young boy seems hesitant, wondering what he will find and clinging to the 

hand of his mother. But all is well, for inside other members of the family are 

there to welcome them. 

Solomon conveys the domesticity of this feast, and the young boy outside 

reminds us that Jesus Himself would have celebrated this feast with Mary and 

Joseph. They would also have gone up to Jerusalem to join the thousands of 

pilgrims there, as Jesus was to do later in His adult ministry. Each pilgrim 

would carry a branch of myrtle, palm and willow in one hand and a citrus 

fruit in the other, symbols of the fruits of the promised land. The air would be 

full of hosannas and praises to God. 

Like the Jewish families at the Feast of Tabernacles, we shall gather for our 

Harvest Thanksgivings. Like them, we shall thank God for His faithful 

goodness in the past. Like them, we shall look ahead to the coming of God's 

kingdom, where God who feeds us now in food and drink will nourish us 

eternally. Like them, we shall proclaim, 'O taste and see how gracious the 

Lord is: blessed is the one who trusts in Him.' 
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The History of Halloween 
 

Halloween happens each year on the 31st October, however, it is not a public 

holiday. 

 

Halloween today is best known for children “trick or treating”, this is when 

we find children dressing up in costumes and knocking on people's doors for 

a trick of sweets.  When sweets are not forthcoming a trick may follow. 

 

Although many of today’s Halloween activities have transferred from the 

United States of America, Halloween really has its origins in pagan festivals in 

England, Scotland, Wales and Ireland.  The people believed that the spirits of 

the dead would come alive and walk amongst them.  To keep themselves safe 

people would dress up in costumes when going outside to avoid being 

harmed by the spirits.  This is thought to be the origin of the Halloween 

costumes seen today.  In puritan times Halloween celebrations were 

outlawed. 

 

The original name of Halloween was All Hallows Eve, it was also known as 

Bob Apple night which comes from the traditional game of apple bobbing.  A 

bucket filled with water would have apples floating on the surface.  People 

would take turns to catch an apple with their teeth whilst holding their 

hands behind their back.  Many used to believe that apple bobbing was a 

reminder of the way that women accused of witchcraft were treated in the 

Middle Ages.  Women were tied to a 

chair and ducked several times into a 

river or lake.  If the woman drowned, 

she was deemed innocent, if she 

survived, she would be declared a 

witch and burnt at the stake! 

 

The custom of carving lanterns out of 

vegetables is lost in time.  The symbols 

usually associated with Halloween are 

pumpkin lanterns, witches, wizards, 

bats and black cats. 

 

Karen Glynn 



31  

 

NOTES FROM THE PCC MEETING HELD 14 SEPTEMBER 2021 

 

Fourteen members of the PCC were present.  Everyone was welcomed back 

to St Giles’ for the first face to face meeting in eighteen months.   
 

The Minutes of last meeting held on 20th July 2021 (via Zoom) were 

accepted as a true and accurate record.  Two Matters Arising from that 

meeting included the Parish Magazine, which will continue for the time being 

in the current format with Bruce Dalgleish hoping to have a draft of the new 

version ready for the November PCC meeting.  Karen Glynn was thanked 

for her time and effort given to the Heritage Day event, which proved to be 

a very successful day.  Thanks were given to her and all those who assisted 

on the day, either in the tower, the church or with refreshments.  Bruce also 

produced a wonderful video on the stained glass windows for which he was 

given thanks and which can be viewed from our Facebook page. 
 

Correspondence included an email received from Brian Berry, Chair of the 

Royal British Legion in Pontefract.  Due to a decision of the Royal British 

Legion at national level and in conjunction with the local authority 

(Wakefield MDC), there will be no parade with usual full service by the war 

memorial on Remembrance Sunday. There will be a short service at the war 

memorial in Pontefract and JL is in conversation as to whether organisations 

would still come to a service at St Giles’ for a Civic service without a parade 

taking part.   
 

Correspondence has also been received from Pontefract Civic Society asking 

help with making of poppies for a public display in the town.  A notice will 

appear in the October magazine and the Notices shortly, inviting the 

congregation to join in with the community poppy making.   
 

The Centenary Bell Peel will take place on Sunday, 10 October for 3 hours, 

as this could not be rung in April last year due to the pandemic. 
 

The St Giles’ Centre Management Committee meeting notes were 

accepted.  It was noted that No.6 St Giles’ Foodshare has been offered a new 

3-year lease. Thanks were expressed to Paul and Ann Harris for the 

wonderful work they continue to do.  Harvest donations this year and the 

resumption of food collections each month will go to No.6. They are 

currently short on dried goods.  New bookings at the Centre continue to 

increase, which is good news.  A couple of new members are needed for the 

committee. 
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An update on the Safeguarding Dashboard was circulated, which 

continues to show that any issues flagged as ‘amber’ are constantly under 

review in order to become ‘green’.  The Disturbance Policy for Lunch with 

Us was reviewed and accepted and Role Descriptions are now in place for all 

leaders and helpers of the activities listed within the Safeguarding Dashboard. 
 

The Disability Policy was accepted and approved. 
 

Road Map out of lockdown and Risk Assessment update.  It was 

noted that we are moving forward steadily with returning to ‘normality’ and 

have reintroduced two congregational hymns, we are continuing with 

communion in one kind, and still asking people to remain masked for services 

and when moving around the church. New guidance has also been received 

from the Church of England but it is for each church to implement this as 

they see fit and how it applies to them. Different groups can have different 

guidance applied to them. 
 

Junior Church will resume on Sunday, 19 September. 
 

Sunday refreshments have not yet returned as this relies on volunteers, and 

because of the number of people usually staying for refreshments is quite 

high, this may be a while before restarting.  Occasional opening on festival 

days could be considered.   
 

The Finance Reports showed that we are currently still on course for a 

deficit of £29k at the end of the year.  The work on the South Aisle roof is 

now complete and has been paid off in full and will allow the final £27k to be 

reclaimed from grants previously secured.  Once the grant funding has been 

received, a refund of VAT will be sought.  The parish share was paid in full last 

year and at the next meeting in November, the PCC will need to decide on 

whether we are able to pay the full amount again.  An electronic payment 

device for use in church is being investigated  
 

Stewardship and Generosity Week - Pam Mercer has organised a couple 

of fundraising events, namely the Bric a Brac stall on Wednesday, 22 

September and Knit and Natter on Thursday, 23 September.  Any other 

fundraising ideas are always welcomed.  Thanks were given to Pam for leading 

on this issue.  Generosity Week has been launched by the Church of England 

and embraced by the Diocese, it will run from 26 September to 2 October.  

It asks people to reflect on what it is to live generously.  Further information 

will be in the weekly notices. 
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28th Oct:     Simon and Jude – warning against moral   
    infections  

Jude the apostle and martyr (1st century) warns us in his epistle that not all 

‘evil’ comes in the form of obvious ghosties and ghoulies.  He writes instead 

to warn the Christians of the greater danger of people who infect others 

with heresy and moral failure.  He writes that they are nothing more than 

….  “blemishes on your love-feasts…feeding themselves.  They are waterless 

clouds carried along by the winds; autumn trees without fruit, twice dead, 

uprooted; wild waves of the sea, casting up the foam of their own shame, 

wandering stars, for whom the deepest darkness has been reserved forever.” 

Such dangerous people can be frightening, but Jude also encourages his 

readers to remember “…him who is able to keep you from falling and to 

make you stand without blemish in the presence of his glory with rejoicing…

the only God our Saviour, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, 

power and authority, before all time, now and forever…” 

According to Western tradition, Jude and Simon went to preach the gospel in 

Persia, where both were martyred. 

  

The Fabric, Health & Safety Report shows that the South Aisle roof is 

now complete. Redecorating in church is on a rolling programme and the 

vast majority of the work has been completed.  Exterior decoration to the 

main entrance/exit doors has been undertaken prior to the onset of bad 

weather.  Work in the bell tower is being investigated to improve the 

ventilation in light of both covid prevention and condensation.  A new team 

member (Charles Atkin) has been enlisted.  
 

The Chair’s Notes included details of the organ recital which will take 

place on Saturday, 2 October at 4.30pm to give thanks for the restoration 

work.  Our organ benefactor, Michael Phipps, will be in attendance with 

David Wood and Tom Moore will be the organist.  Also a Memorial Service 

will be held on 17 October at 4.00pm for Donald Chessman, who sadly 

passed away at the start of the pandemic.   
 

The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, 16th November at 7.00pm in 

church.   
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Quiz Answers:  
 

CROSSWORD 

ACROSS  

1 dare; 3 cherubim; 9 son Tohu; 10 yield; 11 ranch; 12 enlist; 14 Baalah of 

Judah; 17 Edward; 19 Sheol; 22 media; 23 open air; 24 apostasy; 25 Eton 

DOWN 

1 describe; 2 run in; 4 household gods; 5 royal; 6 blessed; 7 MIDI; 8 Joshua; 13 

children; 15 added to; 16 Jasper; 18 await; 20 exalt; 21 YMCA 

 

KNOW YOUR CHURCH 

1. One of the ceiling bosses 2.   1789    3.   George II  

4.   The Mace     5.    J.J. Binns of Leeds 6.   France 

7. 10       8.   Portland Stone 

9. Two (South and North)  10.   St Oswald Chapel 

From our link missionaries: 

But they who wait for the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with 
wings like eagles; they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and not faint. 
Isaiah 30:41 

Our time of waiting has almost come to an end. We have a flight booked for 
Sunday 3rd October which should get us to Kathmandu by 3pm on Monday 
4th October. After what at times has felt like an exile for 18 months, we are 
busy preparing to return to Nepal! We have been told our working visa has 
started to be processed, an answer to prayer. 

It seems that the whole world has been on hold for more than a year and 
only now is struggling to get moving again. Maybe you have also found the 
passed year difficult, with isolation, the hospitalisation or even death of a 
loved one. We pray that you will also be finding a new way to return to a 
‘normal’, if that is possible. For ourselves the return to Nepal will be wel-
come, though we envisage that working from home will be a ‘normal’ and 
face to face encounters only a slowly growing experience. Working in the 
same time-zone will be the initial benefit and, as we are able, to open up our 
home again and make it a place of welcome and prayer. 

 We are ever grateful for your support and prayers. 

God’s peace,  Andrew & Andrea    

See our online webpage in the CMS website:  
https://churchmissionsociety.org/people-in-mission/andrea-and-andrew-young 

https://churchmissionsociety.org/people-in-mission/andrea-and-andrew-young
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Sudoku 
 
Easy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Medium 
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Funerals at St Giles’ in September 

 
 

Geraldine Rushton 
 

 

“May they rest in peace and rise in glory.” 

 
Year's mind for October.  We give thanks for the lives of:  2 Roy Malcolm 

Howarth; Anthony Smalley  3 Eric Clarke; Tom Hopwood; Stanley Whitcombe 

(Priest)  5 Lewis James Swann  7 Janet Taylor  8 Brian Flanagan; Gary Tonks         

9 David Green; Harold Vine  12 Doris Davis  16 Constance Hester  17 Jonathan 

Marcus Worsley  19 John Henry Laidlaw  20 Gladys Coverdale; Lilian Sanderson  

21 Frank Mangnall; Frank Edward Whitaker  23 Winifred Mary Hodson  27 Jahez 

Brooks  28 Derek Davison  30 Clara Walker  31 Roy Jordan 
 

Commemorations begin on the Sunday before the date given or on the date if this is a 

Sunday.  If you would like to add a name to the Years' Mind List please write it in the 

diary in Reception or e-mail Vivienne using - 
 

 stgileschurchpontefract@gmail.com 

OPEN CHURCH ROTA

 

 

Monday  

  

10.00am – 12.00pm Barbara Sessford 

Maureen Spurr  

  12.00pm – 2.00pm Sheila Roydhouse 

Ann Margetson 

Tuesday  10.00am – 12.00pm Josie Harrison 

Margaret Coverdale 

Geoff Hancox 

  12.00pm – 2.00pm Ian Wood  

Wednesday  Morning Coffee morning  

  Afternoon Lunch with Us 

Thursday  10.30am—11.45am 
Tiddlywinks 

Peter and Barbara Lavine  

  12.00pm – 2.00pm Sonia Atkin and Anne Cooper 

Friday  10.00am – 12.00pm Janet Robinson  
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Date Service Warden  Reading 

3 October 

Trinity 18 
10.15 am 

Eucharist Barbara Sessford 
Hebrews 1.1-4; 2.5-12 

Mark 10.2-16 

10 October 

Trinity 19 
10.15 am 

Eucharist Peter Lavine 
Hebrews 4.12 to end 

Mark 10.17-31 

17 October 

Trinity 20 
10.15 am 

Eucharist Bruce Dalgleish 
Hebrews 5.1-10 

Mark 10.35-45 

24 October 

Trinity Last 
10.15 am 

Eucharist Pam Mercer 
Hebrews 7.23 to end 

Mark 10.46 to end 

31 October 

4th before 

Advent / All Saints 

10.15 am 

Eucharist Peter Lavine 
Hebrews 9.11-14 

Mark 12.28-34 

ROTA OF SIDESPEOPLE 

 Warden     

1 
Barbara 

Sessford 

Janet  

Colvill 

Margaret 

Hopwood 

Maureen 

Milnes 
 

2 
Peter  

Lavine 

Linda  

Atkins 

Barbara  

Lavine 

Peter  

Spurr 

Geoff  

Walsh 

3 
Bruce 

Dalgleish 

Bill 

Bradley 

Barbara 

Chessman 

Ian 

Wood 

Margaret 

Coverdale 

4 
Pam  

Mercer 

Sandra 

Barker 

John 

Barber 

Ian 

Knox 
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THE BENEFICE OF PONTEFRACT  

St. Giles’ with St. Mary 

       

St Giles' Church, Market Place, Pontefract  Tel: 01977 790448  

St Mary's Church, The Circle, Chequerfield   

 

Canon June Lawson  Tel: 01977 706803 

Fr Sam Fletcher Tel: 07938 517350 

Fr Michael Taylor (Honorary Priest)  Tel: 01977 702824 

Fr Rod Walker  Tel: 07746 980727 

 

Sunday Services  
 

For service times please visit our website and view the latest Newsletter 
 

http://www.stgilespontefract.org.uk/weekly-notices-2/  
 

 

Baptisms, Weddings, Banns:  Please telephone or email the Parish Office for further details. 

Please check the calendar on St Giles’ website or the Order of Service for any altera-

tions. 
 

 

Reader (Hon) 

David Brooks  798599 

 

PCC Vice Chairman  

Barbara Sessford 699058 

  

Churchwardens  

Bruce Dalgleish                        07809 760993 

Barbara Sessford 699058 

Peter Lavine                             07910 377989 

Pam Mercer 780804  

 

PCC Secretary/Parish Administrator 

Vivienne Smales 790448 

stgileschurchpontefract@gmail.com  

 

PCC Treasurer  

David Leigh  706526 

  

Organist and Choir Director  

James MacDonald         790448 

 

Tower Captain  

Adrian Garner  690154 

 

Parish Magazine Editor  

Bruce Dalgleish       690216 

 

St Giles' Altar Flowers  

Barbara Chessman 700559 

St Giles’ Food Share, No.6 The Circle 

Paul and Ann Harris                   07808 808977 

 

Mothers’ Union Leader/Secretary 

Janet Colvill/Marjorie Laidlaw   704864/795748 
 

Children's Society Box Secretary  

Angela Bradley                         613643  

 

Missions Committee Secretary  

Edith Barber  277226 

 

Pro-Wardens at St Mary's  

Frank Ward 

 

St Mary's Church Treasurer  

Delia Perrett   796223  

David Leigh  706526 

 

St Mary’s Church Meeting Chair 

Fr Michael Taylor 702824 

 

St Mary's Community Centre  

Manager:  Denise Pallett  705341  

 

St Giles' Church School (aided)  

Head teacher: Richard Grace 794175 
 

St Giles' Pantomime Society Chair  

Andy Weston  07791 656820  

http://www.stgilespontefract.org.uk/weekly-notices-2/
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Zacchaeus 

(Luke 19:1-10) 

I wanted to sit here 

And watch Him, 

Just watch the man Jesus walk by. 

Hidden by the leaves, 

Hidden from the loathing of my lifestyle 

I simply wanted to see Him 

From my tree. 

As I searched for His face 

He found mine, 

Reached where I was and looked up, 

Looked into the heart of my being, 

And Jesus did not walk by, 

He came to me, 

He spoke to me, 

A tree is not a hiding place, my friend, 

Believe me. 

Come down from your tree, 

Come down and be different, 

Come down and change your world, 

Follow me. 

By Daphne Kitching 
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