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Welcome 

We welcome you to this celebration of Parish Mass for  

TheThird Sunday before Advent 

The settings for today’s Mass are -  

Lourdes and Sumsion in F 

 

People of all denominations who are in good standing with their own church are 

welcome to come and receive communion.  

 

If you wish to receive a blessing, please come to the altar carrying this order of 

service. 

 

Please let clergy or a churchwarden know at the beginning of the service if you 

need a gluten-free host.  

 

5 minutes before the service begins,  

a bell will ring to signal that a period of quiet reflection is kept 

during which you may wish to use the Prayer of Preparation.  

 

Almighty God, 

to whom all hearts are open, 

all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hidden: 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you, 

and worthily magnify your holy name; 

through Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

A bell is rung to begin our worship. 
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The Gathering 

Hymn   (447)  
Sing praise to God Who reigns above, 

The God of all creation, 

The God of power, the God of love, 

The God of our salvation. 

With healing balm my soul He fills 

And every faithless murmur stills: 

To God all praise and glory. 

 

The angel host, O King of kings, 

Thy praise for ever telling, 

In earth and sky all living things 

Beneath thy shadow dwelling, 

Adore the wisdom which could span 

And power which formed creation's plan: 

To God all praise and glory. 

 

What God’s almighty power hath made 

His gracious mercy keepeth, 

By morning glow or evening shade 

His watchful eye ne’er sleepeth; 

Within the kingdom of His might, 

Lo! all is just and all is right: 

To God all praise and glory. 

 

Thus, all my gladsome way along, 

I sing aloud Thy praises, 

That men may hear the grateful song 

My voice unwearied raises. 

Be joyful in the Lord, my heart, 

Both soul and body bear your part: 

To God all praise and glory. 

 

O ye who name Christ’s holy Name 

Give God all praise and glory; 

All ye who own His power proclaim 

Aloud the wondrous story! 
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Cast each false idol from its throne, 

For Lord is God, and he alone: 

To God all praise and glory! 

 
German Johann Schutz (1640-90) 

Tr Frances Cox (1812-97) 

 

 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen.    

 

The Greeting 
The president greets the people  

The Lord be with you 

and also with you. 

 

 

Exhortation    
Brothers and sisters in Christ,  

as we gather at the Lord's table  

we must recall the promises and warnings  

given to us in the Scriptures.  

Let us therefore examine ourselves and repent of our sins.  

Let us give thanks to God  

for his redemption of the world through his Son Jesus Christ,  

and as we remember Christ's death for us,  

and receive this pledge of his love,  

let us resolve to serve him in holiness and righteousness  

all the days of our life.  
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Invitation to confession 
Christ calls us to share the heavenly banquet of his love 

with all the saints in earth and heaven. 

Knowing our unworthiness and sin, 

let us ask from him both mercy and forgiveness. 

 

Prayer of Penitence 
Lord God,  

we have sinned against you;  

we have done evil in your sight.  

We are sorry and repent.  

Have mercy on us according to your love.  

Wash away our wrongdoing and cleanse us from our sin.  

Renew a right spirit within us  

and restore us to the joy of your salvation,  

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen.  

 

The president says  

The Lord enrich you with his grace,  

and nourish you with his blessing;  

the Lord defend you in trouble and keep you from all evil;  

the Lord accept your prayers,  

and absolve you from your offences,  

for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Saviour.  

Amen.  
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Gloria in Excelsis (Lourdes) 
Gloria, gloria, in excelsis Deo. 

Gloria, gloria, in excelsis Deo. 

Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks, 

we praise you for your glory. 

 

Gloria, gloria, in excelsis Deo. 

Gloria, gloria, in excelsis Deo. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sins of the world: 

have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

receive our prayer. 

 

Gloria, gloria, in excelsis Deo. 

Gloria, gloria, in excelsis Deo. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father. 

Amen. 

Gloria, gloria, in excelsis Deo. 

Gloria, gloria, in excelsis Deo. 
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The Collect  for the Third Sunday before Advent 

Let us pray. 

Silence is kept. 

Almighty Father, 

whose will is to restore all things 

in your beloved Son, the King of all: 

govern the hearts and minds of those in authority, 

and bring the families of the nations, 

divided and torn apart by the ravages of sin, 

to be subject to his just and gentle rule; 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever.  

Amen. 

 

The Liturgy of the Word  

First Reading   Hebrews 9.24-end  
A reading from the letter of Paul to the Hebrews. 

Christ did not enter a sanctuary made by human hands, a mere copy of the 

true one, but he entered into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of 

God on our behalf. Nor was it to offer himself again and again, as the high 

priest enters the Holy Place year after year with blood that is not his 

own; for then he would have had to suffer again and again since the 

foundation of the world. But as it is, he has appeared once for all at the end 

of the age to remove sin by the sacrifice of himself. And just as it is appointed 

for mortals to die once, and after that the judgement, so Christ, having been 

offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time, not to deal 

with sin, but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him.  

This is the word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Alleluia 
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Gospel Reading    Mark 1.14-20  
The Lord be with you 

and also with you. 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good 

news of God, and saying, ‘The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has 

come near; repent, and believe in the good news.’ 

As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother 

Andrew casting a net into the lake—for they were fishermen. And Jesus said 

to them, ‘Follow me and I will make you fish for people.’ And immediately 

they left their nets and followed him. As he went a little farther, he saw James 

son of Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their boat mending the 

nets. Immediately he called them; and they left their father Zebedee in the 

boat with the hired men, and followed him. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon 
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The Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, 

seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead,
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Prayers of Intercession 

In the power of the Spirit  

and in union with Christ, 

let us pray to the Father. 

 

 

After each prayer:  Lord, in your mercy 

     hear our prayer. 

 

Today we pray for Theodore & Franklin Illidge and their family on the 

occasion of their celebration of the sacrament of baptism.  

 
 

We pray for those for whom prayers have been requested: 

Cynthia; Rebecca;  Steph; Dawn; Jonathan; Christine; Brenda; Dianne; Steven; 

Dave; Terry, Ian; Morag; Ali; Barbara; Mike; Jean; Fr Mark; Janis Gallagher; Lucy 

Nichol; Janet Hickling; Tracy Birkitt; Rhys Williams; Pat Steel; Maureen Steane;  

Anita Murray; David Murray; Andrew & Jenny Priest;  Denzil & David. 

 We pray for those who have recently died:  

Rosemary Mitchell. 

Those whose years mind falls at this time: 

Martyn Heighton; Ian Sanderson; George Eric Burgess; Fanny Roydhouse; 

Mary Walker; David Fielder. 

 

 At the end:   Merciful Father 

accept these prayers 

for the sake of your Son, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

 

Amen. 
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The Liturgy of the Sacrament 

The Peace 
May the God of peace sanctify you: 

may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness 

that you may be blameless before him 

at the coming of our Lord Jesus with his saints.  1 Thessalonians 5.23; 3.13 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 

and also with you. 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 

All may exchange a sign of peace. 

Preparation of the Altar 

Offertory Hymn  
Will you come and follow Me 

if I but call your name? 

Will you go where you don’t know 

and never be the same? 

Will you let My love be shown, 

will you let My name be known, 

will you let My life be grown, 

in you and you in Me? 

Will you leave yourself behind 

if I but call your name? 

Will you care for cruel and kind 

and never be the same? 

Will you risk the hostile stare 

should your life attract or scare? 

Will you let Me answer prayer 

in you and you in Me? 

Will you let the blinded see 

if I but call your name? 

Will you set the pris’ners free 

and never be the same? 

Will you kiss the leper clean, 
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and do such as this unseen, 

and admit to what I mean 

in you and you in Me? 

Will you love the ‘you’ you hide 

if I but call your name? 

Will you quell the fear inside 

and never be the same? 

Will you use the faith you’ve found 

to reshape the world around, 

through My sight and touch and sound 

in you and you in Me? 

Lord, Your summons echoes true 

when You but call my name. 

Let me turn and follow You 

and never be the same. 

In Your company I’ll go 

where Your love and footsteps show. 

Thus I'll move and live and grow 

in You and You in me.    
John L Bell b. 1949  © 1987 WGRG, Iona Community 

           

Taking of the Bread and Wine 
To you we come, Father of lights, 

with angels and saints, 

where heaven and earth unite. 

May Jesus meet us in the breaking of the bread. 

Amen. 

Prayer over the Gifts 
Pray, my brothers and sisters 

that this my sacrifice and yours 

may be acceptable to God, 

the almighty Father. 

May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands 

for the praise and glory of his name, 

for our good and the good of all his church. 
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The Eucharistic Prayer 
Let us pray. 

The Lord is here. 

His Spirit is with us. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 

that we should always sing of your glory, 

holy Father, almighty and eternal God, 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. 

For you are the hope of the nations, 

the builder of the city that is to come. 

Your love made visible in Jesus Christ 

brings home the lost, 

restores the sinner 

and gives dignity to the despised. 

In his face your light shines out, 

flooding lives with goodness and truth, 

gathering into one in your kingdom 

a divided and broken humanity. 

Therefore with all who can give voice in your creation 

we glorify your name, 

for ever praising you and singing: 

 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts,  

heaven and earth are full of thy glory:  

Glory be to thee, O Lord most High.  

Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna in the highest. 

We praise and bless you, loving Father,  

through Jesus Christ, our Lord;  

and as we obey his command,  

send your Holy Spirit,  

that broken bread and wine outpoured  
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may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son.  

On the night before he died he had supper with his friends  

and, taking bread, he praised you.  

He broke the bread, gave it to them and said:  

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;  

do this in remembrance of me.  

When supper was ended he took the cup of wine.  

Again he praised you, gave it to them and said:  

Drink this, all of you;  

this is my blood of the new covenant,  

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.  

So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did,  

in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice  

made once for all upon the cross.  

Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation,  

we proclaim his death and resurrection  

until he comes in glory. 

Great is the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died: 

Christ is risen: 

Christ will come again. 

Lord of all life,  

help us to work together for that day  

when your kingdom comes  

and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth.  

Look with favour on your people,  

gather us in your loving arms  

and bring us with Our Lady, Giles and all the saints  

to feast at your table in heaven.  

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ,  

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  

all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father,  

for ever and ever.  

Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
Jesus taught us to call God our Father,  and so we have the courage to say: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

the power and the glory, 

for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

Breaking of the Bread 
The president breaks the consecrated bread.  

We break this bread 

to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 

Agnus Dei 
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, grant us thy peace. 

 



16 

 

Giving of Communion 
The president says the invitation to communion. 

This is the Lamb of God 

who takes away the sin of the world. 

Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 

Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 

but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 

The clergy and people receive communion.  

The body of Christ broken for you. Amen. 

. 

Hymn   

Be still, my soul: the Lord is at your side; 

bear patiently the cross of grief and pain; 

leave to your God to order and provide; 

in ev’ry change He faithful will remain. 

Be still, my soul: your best, your heav’nly Friend, 

through thorny ways, leads to a joyful end. 

Be still, my soul: your God will undertake 

to guide the future as He has the past. 

Your hope, your confidence let nothing shake, 

all now mysterious shall be clear at last. 

Be still, my soul: the tempests still obey 

His voice, Who ruled them once on Galilee. 

Be still, my soul: the hour is hastening on 

when we shall be for ever with the Lord, 

when disappointment, grief and fear are gone, 

sorrow forgotten, love’s pure joy restored. 

Be still, my soul: when change and tears are past, 

All safe and blessèd we shall meet at last. 
Katherine A D Von Schlegal (b. 1697) 

© Breitkopf and Hartel Tr. Jane L Borthwick (1813-1897) 

Choir Anthem       

Lead me, Lord - Samuel Sebastian Wesley (1810-1876) 
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Prayer after Communion 
Silence is kept. 

Let us pray. 

God of peace, 

whose Son Jesus Christ proclaimed the kingdom 

and restored the broken to wholeness of life: 

look with compassion on the anguish of the world, 

and by your healing power 

make whole both people and nations; 

through our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

 

Notices are given 

The Blessing and Dismissal 
The Lord be with you 

and also with you. 

God, who from the death of sin  

raised you to new life in Christ,  

keep you from falling  

and set you in the presence of his glory;  

and the blessing of God almighty,  

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  

be among you and remain with you always. 

Amen. 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

In the name of Christ.  Amen. 

 

Hymn 
And can it be that I should gain 

an int’rest in the Saviour’s blood? 

Died He for me, who caused His pain? 

For me, who Him to death pursued? 

Amazing love! How can it be 

that Thou, my God, shouldst die for me? 
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Amazing love! How can it be 

that Thou, my God, shouldst die for me?  

’Tis mystery all! The Immortal dies! 

Who can explore His strange design? 

In vain the firstborn seraph tries 

to sound the depths of love Divine! 

’Tis mercy all! Let earth adore, 

let angel minds inquire no more. 

’Tis mercy all! Let earth adore, 

let angel minds inquire no more.  

He left His Father’s throne above, 

so free, so infinite His grace; 

emptied Himself of all but love, 

and bled for Adam’s helpless race. 

’Tis mercy all, immense and free; 

for, O my God, it found out me. 

’Tis mercy all, immense and free; 

for, O my God, it found out me.  

Long my imprisoned spirit lay 

fast bound in sin and nature’s night; 

Thine eye diffused a quickening ray, 

I woke, the dungeon flamed with light; 

my chains fell off, my heart was free, 

I rose, went forth, and followed Thee. 

My chains fell off, my heart was free, 

I rose, went forth, and followed Thee.  

No condemnation now I dread; 

Jesus, and all in Him, is mine! 

Alive in Him, my living Head, 

and clothed in righteousness Divine. 

Bold I approach the eternal throne, 

and claim the crown, through Christ my own. 

Bold I approach the eternal throne, 

and claim the crown, through Christ my own.   
Charles Wesley (1707-1788) 

The clergy and people depart. 

Organ Voluntary 
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 Please note:  

• We hope that people will continue to wear masks whilst entering, 

leaving or moving around the church building, especially when larger 

numbers are present.  

• For services, if you would like seat spaces left between you and the 

next person, please take a card(s) from reception to place on the 

seats beside you. Strict socially distanced seating will be retained in 

the balcony.  

• Wearing of masks throughout the services and whilst seated is still 

advised as covid numbers increase in our area, but we do expect the 

wearing of masks for the singing of hymns and when moving around 

to receive communion. The congregational singing of the offertory 

hymn is to be reinstated on All Saints Day (31st October). 

• The physical sharing of the peace with family seated alongside you is 

fine.   

• We will continue to retain only taking communion in one kind. 

• The collection will remain as a basket/plate placed near the north 

door.  

• Church groups to make their own decisions on the necessity of 

masks whilst the group is meeting. 

• When seated in the café, masks are not required. 

• Hand sanitizer stations will continue to be available and their use 

encouraged. We will continue following a one-way system for 

communion and moving around church. Doors will continue to be 

left open to improve ventilation. Please wrap up if you are near to an 

exit. 

 

Please note that it has proved very difficult to get all guests to continue with 

the wearing of masks for funerals and baptisms. Each family is however 

responsible for informing their guests about the continued government 

advice that masks are worn when part of larger groups. This continues to be 

wise advice as we enter the winter season. It is also possible that the 

government will reinstate the wearing of masks if numbers continue to rise. 


