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Welcome 

We welcome you to this celebration of Parish Mass  

for  Christmas Day 

Today’s setting for mass is Addington  

People of all denominations who are in good standing with their own 

church are welcome to come and receive communion.  

If you wish to receive a blessing, please come to the altar carrying this 

order of service. 

Please let clergy or a churchwarden know at the beginning of the 

service if you need a gluten-free host.  

5 minutes before the service begins,  

a bell will ring to signal that a period of quiet reflection is kept 

during which you may wish to use this prayer. 

Almighty God, 

to whom all hearts are open, 

all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hidden: 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you, 

and worthily magnify your holy name; 

through Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

A bell is rung to begin our worship. 
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The Gathering 

Hymn     (24) 

Christians, awake! Salute the happy morn 

whereon the Saviour of the world was born. 

Rise to adore the mystery of love 

which hosts of angels chanted from above; 

with them the joyful tidings first begun 

of God incarnate and the Virgin’s Son 

Then to the watchful shepherds it was told, 

who heard the angelic herald’s voice: ‘Behold, 

I bring good tidings of a Saviour’s birth 

to you and all the nations upon earth. 

This day hath God fulfilled His promised word; 

this day is born a Saviour, Christ the Lord.’ 

He spake, and straightway that celestial choir 

in hymns of joy, unknown before, conspire. 

The praises of redeeming love they sang, 

and heaven’s whole orb with alleluias rang. 

God’s highest glory was their anthem still, 

‘Peace upon earth and unto men goodwill.’ 

John Byrom (1691-1763) 

 
In the name of the Father, 

and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

The Greeting 
The president greets the people  

Grace, mercy and peace 

from God our Father 

and the Lord Jesus Christ 

be with you. 

and also with you.          
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Blessing of the Crib 
Dear friends, as we meet to celebrate the birth of Christ, let us pray that 

God will bless this crib, that all who worship his Son, born of the Virgin Mary, 

may come to share his life in glory. 

God our Father, 

on this night  

your Son Jesus Christ was born of the Virgin Mary 

for us and for our salvation: 

bless this crib, 

which we have prepared to celebrate that holy birth; 

may all who see it be strengthened in faith 

and receive the fullness of life he came to bring, 

who is alive and reigns for ever. 

Amen. 

 

 

Today Christ is born: 

Alleluia. God is with us. 

Today the Saviour has come: 

Alleluia. He has come to set his people free. 

Today the angels sing on earth: 

Alleluia. Glory to God in the highest. 

 

 

Invitation to confession 
The sun of righteousness has dawned 

with healing in his wings. 

Let us come to the light of Christ, 

confessing our sins in penitence and faith.      cf Malachi 4.2 
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Prayers of Penitence 
Lord of grace and truth, 

we confess our unworthiness 

to stand in your presence as your children. 

We have sinned: 

forgive and heal us. 

The Virgin Mary accepted your call 

to be the mother of Jesus. 

Forgive our disobedience to your will. 

We have sinned: 

forgive and heal us. 

Your Son our Saviour 

was born in poverty in a manger. 

Forgive our greed, self-interest and rejection of your ways. 

We have sinned: 

forgive and heal us. 

The shepherds left their flocks 

to go to Bethlehem. 

Forgive our lack of vision and our reluctance to seek you. 

We have sinned: 

forgive and heal us. 

The president says  
May the God of all healing and forgiveness 

draw you to himself, 

that you may behold the glory of his Son, 

the Word made flesh, 

and be cleansed from all your sins 

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 
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Gloria in Excelsis - Addington  

Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks, 

we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 

have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father. 

Amen. 

 

Let us pray in the peace of this Christmas celebration 

that our joy in the birth of Christ will last for ever. 

Silence is kept. 

The Collect  for Christmas Day   
Almighty God, 

you have given us your only-begotten Son 

to take our nature upon him 

and as at this time to be born of a pure virgin: 

grant that we, who have been born again 

and made your children by adoption and grace, 

may daily be renewed by your Holy Spirit; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 
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The Liturgy of the Word 

First Reading  Isaiah 52.7-10 
A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah. 

How beautiful upon the mountains 

are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, 

who brings good news, 

who announces salvation, 

who says to Zion, ‘Your God reigns.’  

Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, 

together they sing for joy; 

for in plain sight they see 

the return of the Lord to Zion.  

Break forth together into singing, 

you ruins of Jerusalem; 

for the Lord has comforted his people, 

he has redeemed Jerusalem.  

The Lord has bared his holy arm 

before the eyes of all the nations; 

and all the ends of the earth shall see   the salvation of our God.  

This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Second Reading   Hebrews 1.1-4 
A reading from the letter to the Hebrews 

Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the 

prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he 

appointed heir of all things, through whom he also created the worlds. He is 

the reflection of God’s glory and the exact imprint of God’s very being, and 

he sustains all things by his powerful word. When he had made purification 

for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become 

as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent 

than theirs. 

This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Alleluia 

Gospel Reading   John 1.1-14   
The Lord be with you 

And also with you. 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 

was God.  He was in the beginning with God.  All things came into being 

through him, and without him not one thing came into being.  What has 

come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The 

light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.  He came as a 

witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He 

himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light.  The true light, 

which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the 

world did not know him.  He came to what was his own, and his own people 

did not accept him.  But to all who received him, who believed in his name, 

he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or 

of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, 

the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.  

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon 
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The Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, 

seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. 

 

Amen.  
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Prayers of Intercession 
Father, on this holy day your Son our Saviour was born in human form. 

Renew your church as the body of Christ. 

Lord in your mercy 

Hear our Prayer 

 

On this holy day Christians the world over are celebrating his birth. Open 

our hearts that he may be born in us today. 

Lord in your mercy 

Hear our Prayer 

 

On this holy day there was no room for your Son in the inn. Protect with 

your love those who have no home and who live in poverty. 

 Lord in your mercy 

Hear our Prayer 

 

On this holy day Mary in the pain of labour brought your Son to birth. Hold 

in your hand all who are in pain or distress today. 

Lord in your mercy 

Hear our Prayer 

 

On this holy day your Christ came as a light shining in the darkness. Bring 

comfort to all who suffer in the sadness of this world. 

Lord in your mercy 

Hear our Prayer 

 

On this holy day shepherds in the fields heard good tidings of joy. Give us 

grace to preach the gospel of Christ’s redemption. 

Lord in your mercy 

Hear our Prayer 

 

On this holy day the angels sang ‘Peace to God’s people on earth’. Strengthen 

those who work for peace and justice in all the world. 

Lord in your mercy 

Hear our Prayer 

 

On this holy day strangers found the Holy Family, and saw the baby lying in 

the manger. Bless our homes and all whom we love. 
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Lord in your mercy 

Hear our Prayer 

 

On this holy day heaven came down to earth, and earth was raised to heaven. 

Keep in safety those whom have gone through death in the hope of heaven. 

Lord in your mercy 

Hear our Prayer 

 

On this holy day angels and shepherds worshipped, at the manger throne. 

Receive the worship we offer in fellowship with the Blessed Mary, St Giles 

and all the Saints 

 

Merciful Father,  

accept these prayers 

for the sake of your Son, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

Advent Preparation 
The  fifth and final candle of the advent wreath is lit, and then the following is said: 
 

Lord Jesus, Light of light, 

you have come among us. 

Help us who live by your light 

to shine as lights in your world. 

Glory to God in the highest! 

Amen. 

The Liturgy of the Sacrament 

The Peace 
Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given, 

and his name shall be called the Prince of Peace.      Isaiah 9.6 

The peace of the Lord be always with you.  Alleluia, alleluia. 

and also with you. Alleluia, alleluia. 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 

All may exchange a sign of peace. 



12 

 
Preparation of the Altar 

Offertory Hymn     (30)  
O come, all ye faithful, 

joyful and triumphant, 

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 

come and behold Him, 

born the King of angels: 

 O come, let us adore Him, 

 O come, let us adore Him, 

 O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord! 

God of God,  

Light of light. 

Lo! He abhors not the Virgin’s womb; 

very God, 

begotten, not created: 

 O come, let us adore Him… 

Sing, choirs of angels, 

sing in exultation, 

sing, all ye citizens of heaven above: 

'Glory to God 

in the highest:' 

 O come, let us adore Him… 

Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, 

born this happy morning, 

Jesu, to thee be glory given; 

Word of the Father, 

now in flesh appearing: 

 O come, let us adore Him…  
Latin 18th Century, Tr. Frederick Oakeley  

and others 
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Taking of the Bread and Wine 
Word made flesh, life of the world, 

in your incarnation you embraced our poverty: 

by your Spirit may we share in your riches. 

Amen. 

Prayer over the Gifts 
Pray, my brothers and sisters 

that this my sacrifice and yours 

may be acceptable to God, 

the almighty Father. 

May the Lord accept the sacrifice 

at your hands 

for the praise and glory of his name. 

for our good 

and the good of all his church. 

The Eucharistic Prayer 
Let us pray 

The Lord is here 

His spirit is with us. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 

All glory and honour be yours always and everywhere, 

mighty creator, ever-living God. 

We give you thanks and praise for your Son, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ, 

who for love of our fallen race humbled himself, 

and was born of the Virgin Mary 

by the power of your Spirit, 

and lived as one of us. 

In this mystery of the Word made flesh 

you have caused his light to shine in our hearts, 
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to give knowledge of your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. 

In him we see our God made visible 

and so are caught up in the love of the God we cannot see. 

Therefore with all the angels of heaven 

we lift our voices to proclaim the glory of your name 

and sing our joyful hymn of praise: 

Sanctus & Benedictus -Addington 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Accept our praises, heavenly Father, 

through your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ, 

and as we follow his example and obey his command, 

grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit 

these gifts of bread and wine 

may be to us his body and his blood; 

who, in the same night that he was betrayed, 

took bread and gave you thanks; 

he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me. 

In the same way, after supper 

he took the cup and gave you thanks; 

he gave it to them, saying: 

Drink this, all of you; 

this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, 

in remembrance of me. 

Therefore, heavenly Father, 

we remember his offering of himself 

made once for all upon the cross; 

we proclaim his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension; 
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we look for the coming of your kingdom, 

and with this bread and this cup 

we make the memorial of Christ your Son our Lord. 

Great is the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died: 

Christ is risen: 

Christ will come again. 

Accept through him, our great high priest, 

this our sacrifice of thanks and praise, 

and as we eat and drink these holy gifts 

in the presence of your divine majesty, 

renew us by your Spirit, 

inspire us with your love 

and unite us in the body of your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Through him, and with him, and in him,  

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

with all who stand before you in earth and heaven, 

we worship you, Father almighty, 

in songs of everlasting praise: 

Blessing and honour and glory and power 

be yours for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer 
Rejoicing in the presence of God here among us,  

let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
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And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

the power and the glory, 

for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

Breaking of the Bread 
The president breaks the consecrated bread.  

We break the bread of life, 

and that life is the light of the world. 

God here among us, 

light in the midst of us, 

bring us to light and life. 

 

Agnus Dei - Addington 
Jesus, Lamb of God, 

have mercy on us. 

Jesus, bearer of our sins, 

have mercy on us. 

Jesus, redeemer of the world, 

grant us your peace. 

 

Giving of Communion 
The president says the invitation to communion. 

Christ is the true bread  

which has come down from heaven. 

Lord, give us this bread always. 

The president and people receive communion.  

The body of Christ broken for you. Amen. 
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If you would prefer not to receive Holy Communion, please use this prayer of spiritual 
communion. 

My Jesus, I believe that you 

are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. 

I love you above all things, 

and I desire to receive you into my soul. 

Since I cannot at this moment 

receive you sacramentally, 

come at least spiritually into my heart. 

I embrace you as if You were already there 

and unite myself wholly to you. 

Never permit me to be separated from you. Amen.  
 

Hymn    (22)  
Away in a manger, no crib for a bed, 

the little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head; 

the stars in the bright sky looked down where He lay, 

the little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 

The cattle are lowing, the Baby awakes, 

but little Lord Jesus no crying He makes. 

I love Thee, Lord Jesus! Look down from the sky, 

and stay by my side until morning is nigh. 

Be near me, Lord Jesus: I ask Thee to stay 

close by me for ever, and love me, I pray. 

Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care, 

and fit us for heaven, to live with Thee there. 
Anonymous Philadelphia 1883; v.3 J T McFarland (c1906) 

 

Anthem  - In the bleak mid-winter (Harold Darke: ) 

Prayer after Communion 
Silence is kept. 

Let us pray. 

God our Father, 
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whose Word has come among us 

in the Holy Child of Bethlehem: 

may the light of faith illumine our hearts. 

and shine in our words and deeds; 

Through him who is Christ the Lord. 

Amen. 

 

The Blessing and Dismissal 
The Lord be with you 

And also with you. 

May the joy of the angels, 

the eagerness of the shepherds, 

the perseverance of the wise men, 

the obedience of Joseph and Mary, 

and the peace of the Christ-child 

be yours this Christmas; 

and the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you always. 

Amen. 

 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  Alleluia, alleluia. 

In the name of Christ.   Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Hymn     (26)  

Hark! The herald-angels sing 

‘Glory to the new-born King! 

Peace on earth, and mercy mild, 

God and sinners reconciled.’ 

Joyful, all ye nations, rise, 

join the triumph of the skies; 

with the angelic host proclaim, 

‘Christ is born in Bethlehem.’ 
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  Hark! The herald-angels sing 

 ‘Glory to the new-born King!’ 

Christ, by highest heaven adored, 

Christ, the everlasting Lord, 

late in time behold Him come, 

offspring of a Virgin's womb. 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see: 

hail, the incarnate Deity, 

pleased as man with man to dwell, 

Jesus, our Emmanuel. 

 Hark! The herald-angels sing... 

 

Hail, the heaven-born Prince of Peace: 

hail, the Sun of Righteousness. 

Light and life to all He brings, 

risen with healing in His wings. 

Mild He lays His glory by, 

born that man no more may die, 

born to raise the sons of earth, 

born to give them second birth. 

 Hark! The herald-angels sing... 
Charles Wesley, (1707-1788) and others 

The clergy and people depart. 

Organ Voluntary 
 

Tomorrow   26th December 2021 –  1st Sunday of Christmas 
  

10.15 a.m. Said Mass at St Giles’     

Copyright acknowledgement (where not already indicated above): 

Some material included in this service is copyright: ©  1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ, USA 

Some material included in this service is copyright: ©  The Archbishops' Council 2002 - 06 

All songs covered by CCLI have been reproduced under the CCL Licence No. 169304 

The Parochial Church Council of The Ecclesiastical Parish of St Giles, Pontefract 

is a charity registered in England and Wales (1135106). 
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A Further Update From December 8th 2021 

 

Following the latest update from the UK Government and Church of 

England, all are now required to wear masks whilst entering, leaving or 

moving around the church building (including the Centre spaces), unless 

exempt or aged under11.   

• Hand sanitizer stations will continue to be available and their use 

encouraged.  

• The wearing of masks throughout services (including the singing of 

hymns) is required for the congregation. 

• It is still permissible for those leading worship, or singing in groups or 

choirs to remove masks for these purposes. 

• We will continue following a one-way system for coming up for 

communion and moving around church.  

• Doors will continue to be opened at certain points during worship in 

order to improve ventilation. Please wrap up if you are near to an exit. 

• If you would like seat spaces left between you and the next person, 

please take a card(s) from reception to place on the seats beside you. 

Strict socially distanced seating will be retained in the balcony.  

• The physical sharing of the peace with family seated alongside you is 

fine.   

• We will continue to retain only taking communion in one kind. 

• The collection will remain as a basket/plate placed near the north door.  

• When seated in the café taking refreshments, masks are not required, 

but they are for movement around the café. 

• The above information applies to all other services in church, including 

funerals and baptisms. 

• Masks are to be worn for any group meetings in the building and when 

working closely with others in the kitchen area. 

 


