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Welcome to Parish Mass celebrating   

the First Sunday of Christmas 

 

People of all denominations who are in good standing with their own 

church are welcome to come and receive communion.  

If you wish to receive a blessing, please come to the altar carrying this 

order of service. 

Please let clergy or a churchwarden know at the beginning of the 

service if you need a gluten-free host.  

5 minutes before the service begins,  

a bell will ring to signal that a period of quiet reflection is kept 

during which you may wish to use this prayer. 

Almighty God, 

to whom all hearts are open, 

all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hidden: 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you, 

and worthily magnify your holy name; 

through Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

A bell is rung to begin our worship. 
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The Gathering 

The Greeting 
The president greets the people  

The Lord be with you 

and also with you. 

Invitation to confession 
Hear the words of the angel to Joseph: 

‘You shall call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.’ 

Therefore let us seek the forgiveness of God 

through Jesus the Saviour of the world.          cf Matthew 1.21 

Prayer of Penitence 
Jesus, name above all names, 

forgive us our lack of reverence and awe in your presence. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Jesus, name of our salvation, 

forgive us our attempts to live in our own strength. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Jesus, name of life and healing, 

forgive us our sins and offences. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

The president says  

May God who loved the world so much  

that he sent his Son to be our Saviour  

forgive us our sins and make us holy to serve 

him in the world,  

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen.  
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Gloria in Excelsis 
Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, 

almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks, 

we praise you for your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: 

have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

receive our prayer. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father. 

Amen. 

The Collect  for  First Sunday of Christmas 

Let us pray. 

Silence is kept. 

Almighty God, 

who wonderfully created us in your own image 

and yet more wonderfully restored us 

through your Son Jesus Christ: 

grant that, as he came to share in our humanity, 

so we may share the life of his divinity; 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever.                                                

Amen. 
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The Liturgy of the Word  

First Reading    Colossians 3.12-17 
A reading from the letter of Paul to the Colossians. 

As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, 

kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. Bear with one another and, if 

anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the 

Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. Above all, clothe yourselves 

with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. And let the 

peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the 

one body. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach 

and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts 

sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. And whatever you do, in word 

or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God 

the Father through him.  

This is the word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Reading    Luke 2.41- 52  
The Lord be with you 

and also with you. 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

Now every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the 

Passover. And when he was twelve years old, they went up as usual for the 

festival. When the festival was ended and they started to return, the boy Jesus 

stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his parents did not know it. Assuming that he 

was in the group of travellers, they went a day’s journey. Then they started to 

look for him among their relatives and friends. When they did not find him, 

they returned to Jerusalem to search for him. After three days they found 

him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking 

them questions. And all who heard him were amazed at his understanding 

and his answers. When his parents saw him they were astonished; and his 
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mother said to him, ‘Child, why have you treated us like this? Look, your 

father and I have been searching for you in great anxiety.’ He said to them, 

‘Why were you searching for me? Did you not know that I must be in my 

Father’s house?’ But they did not understand what he said to them. Then he 

went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them. His 

mother treasured all these things in her heart. 

And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human favour. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
  

Sermon 
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The Creed 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, 

seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. 

Amen.  
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Prayers of Intercession 
We come boldly to the throne of grace, 

praying to the almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit for mercy and grace. 

After each prayer:  Lord, in your mercy 

    hear our prayer. 

 

 

We pray for those for whom prayers have been requested: 

Cynthia; Doreen; Cath; Rebecca; Steph; Dawn; Jonathan; Christine; Brenda; 

Dianne; Steven; Dave; Terry, Ian; Morag; Janet;  Ali; Barbara; Mike; Jean; Fr Mark; 

Janis Gallagher; Lucy Nichol; Janet Hickling; Tracy Birkitt; Rhys Williams; Pat 

Steel; Maureen Steane;  Anita Murray; David Murray;  Ann Knox; Robert 

Metcalfe;  Andrew & Jenny Priest;  Denzil & David. 

 

 We pray for those who have recently died:  

Bernadette Guiney; Brenda Joyce Milthorpe.  

Those whose years mind falls at this time: 

Gordon David Bellamy; David Atkins; Reginald Gibbens; Evelyn Sarah Leigh; 

Patricia Jenkinson. 

 

 

 

At the end:   Merciful Father 

accept these prayers 

for the sake of your Son, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

 
Junior Church Return 

. 
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The Liturgy of the Sacrament 

The Peace 
Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

and on earth peace among those whom he favours. 

The peace of the Lord be always with you 

and also with you. 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 

All may exchange a sign of peace. 

Preparation of the Altar 

Taking of the Bread and Wine 
Jesus, true joy of loving hearts, 

we turn unfilled to you again. 

Come and be known to us in the breaking of the bread. 

Amen. 

 

Prayer over the Gifts 
Pray, my brothers and sisters that this my sacrifice and yours 

may be acceptable to God, the almighty Father. 

May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your hands 

for the praise and glory of his name, 

for our good and the good of all his church. 
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The Eucharistic Prayer 
Let us pray. 

The Lord is here. 

His Spirit is with us. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 

All glory and honour be yours always and 

everywhere, 

mighty creator, ever-living God. 

We give you thanks and praise for your Son, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ, 

who for love of our fallen race humbled himself, 

 was born of the Virgin Mary by the power of your Spirit, 

and lived as one of us. 

In this mystery of the Word made flesh 

you have caused his light to shine in our hearts, 

to give knowledge of your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. 

In him we see our God made visible 

and so are caught up in the love of the God we cannot see. 

Therefore with all the angels of heaven 

we lift our voices to proclaim the glory of your name 

and make our joyful hymn of praise: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness;  

grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit,  

and according to your holy will,  

these gifts of bread and wine  

may be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ;  

who, in the same night that he was betrayed,  
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took bread and gave you thanks;  

he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you;  

do this in remembrance of me.  

In the same way, after supper  

he took the cup and gave you thanks;  

he gave it to them, saying:  

Drink this, all of you;  

this is my blood of the new covenant,  

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.   

Great is the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died: 

Christ is risen: 

Christ will come again. 

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross,  

his perfect sacrifice made once for the sins of the whole world;  

rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension,  

and looking for his coming in glory,  

we celebrate this memorial of our redemption.  

As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving,  

we bring before you this bread and this cup  

and we thank you for counting us worthy  

to stand in your presence and serve you.  

Send the Holy Spirit on your people  

and gather into one in your kingdom  

all who share this one bread and one cup,  

so that we, in the company of Our Lady, Giles and all the saints,  

may praise and glorify you for ever,  

through Jesus Christ our Lord;  

by whom, and with whom, and in whom,  

in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  

all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father,  

for ever and ever.  

 

Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, 

so that we might receive adoption as children.      Galatians 4.4,5 

So we are bold to pray in the words our Saviour taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

the power and the glory, 

for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

Breaking of the Bread 
The president breaks the consecrated bread.  

We break this bread 

to share in the body of Christ. 

Though we are many, we are one body, 

because we all share in one bread. 

Jesus, Lamb of God, 

have mercy on us. 

Jesus, bearer of our sins, 

have mercy on us. 

Jesus, redeemer of the world, 

grant us your peace. 
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Giving of Communion 
The president says the invitation to communion. 

 Jesus is the lamb of God 

Who takes away the sin of the world. 

Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 

Lord I am not worthy to receive you, 

But only say the word, and I shall be healed. 

The president and people receive communion.  

The body of Christ broken for you. Amen. 

Prayer after Communion 
Silence is kept. 

Let us pray. 

Heavenly Father,  

whose blessed Son shared at Nazareth  

the life of an earthly home:  

help your Church to live as one family,  

united in love and obedience,  

and bring us all at last to our home in heaven;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord  

Amen 

 

Notices are given. 

Acclamation 
You will name him Jesus; 

he will save his people from their sins. 

He will be great; 

he will be called the Son of the Most High. 

He will be called Emmanuel: 

God is with us. 
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The Blessing and Dismissal 
The Lord be with you 

and also with you. 

The love of the Lord Jesus 

draw you to himself, 

the power of the Lord Jesus 

strengthen you in his service, 

the joy of the Lord Jesus fill your hearts; 

and the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you always. 

Amen. 

 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord 

In the name of Christ.  Amen. 

The clergy and people depart. 
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A Further Update From December 8th 2021 

 

Following the latest update from the UK Government and Church of 

England, all are now required to wear masks whilst entering, leaving or 

moving around the church building (including the Centre spaces), unless 

exempt or aged under11.   

• Hand sanitizer stations will continue to be available and their use 

encouraged.  

• The wearing of masks throughout services (including the singing of 

hymns) is required for the congregation. 

• It is still permissible for those leading worship, or singing in groups or 

choirs to remove masks for these purposes. 

• We will continue following a one-way system for coming up for 

communion and moving around church.  

• Doors will continue to be opened at certain points during worship in 

order to improve ventilation. Please wrap up if you are near to an exit. 

• If you would like seat spaces left between you and the next person, 

please take a card(s) from reception to place on the seats beside you. 

Strict socially distanced seating will be retained in the balcony.  

• The physical sharing of the peace with family seated alongside you is 

fine.   

• We will continue to retain only taking communion in one kind. 

• The collection will remain as a basket/plate placed near the north door.  

• When seated in the café taking refreshments, masks are not required, 

but they are for movement around the café. 

• The above information applies to all other services in church, including 

funerals and baptisms. 

• Masks are to be worn for any group meetings in the building and when 

working closely with others in the kitchen area. 

 


