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Welcome 

We welcome you to this celebration of Midnight Mass. 

Tonight, the Mass setting is that of Lourdes and  Darke in F. 

People of all denominations who are in good standing with their own 

church are welcome to come and receive communion.  

If you wish to receive a blessing, please come to the altar carrying this 

order of service. 

Please let clergy or a churchwarden know at the beginning of the 

service if you need a gluten-free host  

 

5 minutes before the service begins,  

a bell will ring to signal that a period of quiet reflection is kept 

during which you may wish to use this prayer. 

Almighty God, 

to whom all hearts are open, 

all desires known, 

and from whom no secrets are hidden: 

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you, 

and worthily magnify your holy name; 

through Christ our Lord. 

Amen 

A bell is rung to begin our worship. 
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The Gathering 

Hymn   (34) 

Solo Once in royal David’s city 

 stood a lowly cattle shed, 

 where a mother laid her baby 

 in a manger for His bed: 

 Mary was that Mother mild, 

 Jesus Christ her little child. 

Choir He came down to earth from heaven 

 Who is God and Lord of all, 

 and His shelter was a stable, 

 and His cradle was a stall; 

 with the poor and mean and lowly 

 lived on earth our Saviour holy. 

And through all His wondrous childhood 

day by day like us He grew, 

He was little, weak, and helpless, 

tears and smiles like us He knew; 

and He feeleth for our sadness, 

and He shareth in our gladness. 

And our eyes at last shall see Him, 

through His own redeeming love, 

for that child so dear and gentle 

is our Lord in heaven above; 

and He leads his children on  

to the place where He is gone. 

Not in that poor lowly stable, 

with the oxen standing by, 

we shall see Him; but in heaven, 

set at God’s right hand on high; 

where like stars His children crowned 

all in white shall wait around. 
Cecil Frances Alexander   
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In the name of the Father, 

and of the Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

The Greeting 
The president greets the people  

The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth. 
John 1.14 

Grace, mercy and peace 

from God our Father 

and the Lord Jesus Christ 

be with you. 

and also with you.         cf 1 Timothy 1.2 

 

Blessing of the Crib 
Dear friends, as we meet to celebrate the birth of Christ, let us pray that 

God will bless this crib, that all who worship his Son, born of the Virgin Mary, 

may come to share his life in glory. 

Crib censed and sprinkled with holy water 

God our Father, 

on this night  

your Son Jesus Christ was born of the Virgin Mary 

for us and for our salvation: 

bless this crib, 

which we have prepared to celebrate that holy birth; 

may all who see it be strengthened in faith 

and receive the fullness of life he came to bring, 

who is alive and reigns for ever. 

Amen. 
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Invitation to confession 
Christ the light of the world has come 

to dispel the darkness of our hearts. 

Let us turn to the light and confess our sins. 

Prayers of Penitence 
God our Father, 

you sent your Son full of grace and truth: 

forgive our failure to receive him. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Jesus our Saviour, 

you were born in poverty and laid in a manger: 

forgive our greed and rejection of your ways. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Spirit of Love, 

your servant Mary responded joyfully to your call: 

forgive the hardness of our hearts. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

The president says  

May God who loved the world so much 

that he sent his Son to be our Saviour 

forgive you your sins 

and make you holy to serve him in the world, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

Gloria in Excelsis (Lourdes) 
Gloria, gloria, in excelsis Deo. 

Gloria, gloria, in excelsis Deo. 

Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to his people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks, 
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we praise you for your glory. 

 

Gloria, gloria, in excelsis Deo. 

Gloria, gloria, in excelsis Deo. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 

Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sins of the world: 

have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 

receive our prayer. 

 

Gloria, gloria, in excelsis Deo. 

Gloria, gloria, in excelsis Deo. 

For you alone are the Holy One, 

you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 

with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father. 

Amen. 

Gloria, gloria, in excelsis Deo. 

Gloria, gloria, in excelsis Deo. 

 

Let us pray in the peace of this Christmas celebration 

that our joy in the birth of Christ will last for ever. 

Silence is kept. 

The Collect for Christmas Eve  
Eternal God, who made this most holy night 

to shine with the brightness of your one true light: 

bring us, who have known the revelation of that light on earth, 

to see the radiance of your heavenly glory; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 

who is alive and reigns with you, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and for ever. 

Amen. 
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The Liturgy of the Word 

First Reading   Isaiah 9.2-7 
A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah. 

The people who walked in darkness 

have seen a great light; 

those who lived in a land of deep darkness - 

on them light has shined. 

You have multiplied the nation, 

you have increased its joy; 

they rejoice before you 

as with joy at the harvest, 

as people exult when dividing plunder. 

For the yoke of their burden, 

and the bar across their shoulders, 

the rod of their oppressor, 

you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

For all the boots of the tramping warriors 

and all the garments rolled in blood 

shall be burned as fuel for the fire. 

For a child has been born for us, 

a son given to us; 

authority rests upon his shoulders; 

and he is named 

Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

His authority shall grow continually, 

and there shall be endless peace 

for the throne of David and his kingdom. 

He will establish and uphold it 

with justice and with righteousness 

from this time onwards and for evermore. 

The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Second Reading   Titus 2.11-14 
A reading from the letter of Paul to Titus. 

The grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to 

renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives 

that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, while we wait for the blessed hope 

and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and 

purify for himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds. 

This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Alleluia 
During the Gospel Alleluia,  lights will be dimmed for the gospel reading.  

Gospel Reading   Luke 2.1-14 
The Lord be with you 

And also with you. 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world 

should be registered. This was the first registration and was taken while 

Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own towns to be 

registered.  

Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city 

of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and 

family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was 

engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time 

came for her to deliver her child. And she gave 

birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in 

bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because 

there was no place for them in the inn. 

In that region there were shepherds living in the 

fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 

Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, 

and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 

and they were terrified. But the angel said to 
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them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for 

all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is the 

Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in 

bands of cloth and lying in a manger.’ And suddenly there was with the angel a 

multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

and on earth peace among those whom he favours!’ 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon 

The Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, 

seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 

and was made man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. 

 

Amen.  

Prayers of Intercession 
In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

Father, in this holy night your Son our Saviour 

was born in human flesh. 

Renew your Church as the Body of Christ. 

Holy God 

hear our prayer. 

In this holy night there was no room for your Son in the inn. 

Protect with your love those who have no home 

and all who live in poverty. 

Holy God 

hear our prayer. 

In this holy night Mary, in the pain of labour, 

brought your Son to birth. 

Hold in your hand all who are in pain or distress. 

Holy God 

hear our prayer. 

In this holy night your Christ came as a light shining in the darkness. 

Bring comfort to all who suffer in the sadness of our world. 

Holy God 

hear our prayer. 

In this holy night the angels sang, ‘Peace to God’s people on earth.’ 

Strengthen those who work for peace and justice 

in all the world. 



11 

 

Holy God 

hear our prayer. 

In this holy night shepherds in the field heard good tidings of joy. 

Give us grace to preach the gospel of Christ’s redemption. 

Holy God 

hear our prayer. 

In this holy night strangers found the Holy Family, 

and saw the baby lying in the manger. 

Bless our homes and all whom we love. 

Holy God 

hear our prayer. 

In this holy night heaven is come down to earth, 

and earth is raised to heaven. 

Hold in your hand all those who have passed through death 

in the hope of your coming kingdom. 

Holy God 

hear our prayer. 

In this holy night Christians the world over celebrate Christ’s birth. 

Open our hearts that he may be born in us today. 

Holy God 

hear our prayer. 

Father, 

in this holy night angels and shepherds worshipped at 

the manger throne. 

Receive the worship we offer in fellowship with Mary, 

Joseph and the saints 

through him who is your Word made flesh, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 
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The Liturgy of the Sacrament 

The Peace 
This holy night the angels sang, 

‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, 

and on earth peace to all in whom he delights.’      Luke 2.14 

The peace of the Lord be always with you.   

and also with you.  

Let us offer one another a sign of peace. 

All may exchange a sign of peace. 

Preparation of the Altar 

Offertory Hymn   (29)  
It came upon the midnight clear, 

that glorious song of old, 

from angels bending near the earth, 

to touch their harps of gold: 

‘Peace on the earth, goodwill to men, 

From heaven’s all-gracious King.’ 

The world in solemn stillness lay, 

to hear the angels sing. 

Still through the cloven skies they come, 

with peaceful wings unfurled; 

and still their heavenly music floats 

o’er all the weary world; 

above its sad and lonely plains 

they bend on hovering wing; 

and ever o’er its Babel sounds 

the blessed angels sing. 

Yet with the woes of sin and strife 

the world has suffered long; 

beneath the angel-strain have rolled 

two thousand years of wrong; 

and man, at war with man, hears not 

the love-song which they bring. 
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O hush the noise, ye men of strife, 

and hear the angels sing! 

For lo! The days are hastening on, 

by prophet bards foretold, 

when, with the ever-circling years, 

comes round the age of gold; 

when peace shall over all the earth 

its ancient splendours fling, 

and the whole world give back the song 

which now the angels sing.  Edmund H Sears  

Taking of the Bread and Wine 
Word made flesh, life of the world, 

in your incarnation you embraced our poverty: 

by your Spirit may we share in your riches. 

Amen. 

Prayer over the Gifts 
Pray, my brothers and sisters 

that this my sacrifice and yours 

may be acceptable to God, 

the almighty Father. 

May the Lord accept the sacrifice 

at your hands 

for the praise and glory of his name. 

for our good 

and the good of all his church. 

The Eucharistic Prayer 
Let us pray 

The Lord is here 

His spirit is with us. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give thanks and praise. 
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All glory and honour be yours always and everywhere, 

mighty creator, ever-living God. 

We give you thanks and praise for your Son, 

our Saviour Jesus Christ, 

who for love of our fallen race humbled himself, 

and on this night was born of the Virgin Mary 

by the power of your Spirit, 

and lived as one of us. 

In this mystery of the Word made flesh 

you have caused his light to shine in our hearts, 

to give knowledge of your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. 

In him we see our God made visible 

and so are caught up in the love of the God we cannot see. 

Therefore with all the angels of heaven 

we lift our voices to proclaim the glory of your name 

and sing our joyful hymn of praise: 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts,  

heaven and earth are full of thy glory:  

Glory be to thee, O Lord most High.  

Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.  

Hosanna in the highest. 

Lord God, you are the most holy one, 

enthroned in splendour and light, 

yet in the coming of your Son Jesus Christ 

you reveal the power of your love 

made perfect in our human weakness. 

Embracing our humanity, 

Jesus showed us the way of salvation; 

loving us to the end, 

he gave himself to death for us; 

dying for his own, 

he set us free from the bonds of sin, 

that we might rise and reign with him in glory. 

On the night he gave up himself for us all 

he took bread and gave you thanks; 

he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me. 
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In the same way, after supper 

he took the cup and gave you thanks; 

he gave it to them, saying: 

Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 

Therefore we proclaim the death that he suffered on the cross, 

we celebrate his resurrection, his bursting from the tomb, 

we rejoice that he reigns at your right hand on high 

and we long for his coming in glory. 

Great is the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died: 

Christ is risen: 

Christ will come again. 

As we recall the one, perfect sacrifice of our redemption, 

Father, by your Holy Spirit let these gifts of your creation 

be to us the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; 

form us into the likeness of Christ 

and make us a perfect offering in your sight. 

Look with favour on your people 

and in your mercy hear the cry of our hearts. 

Bless the earth, 

heal the sick, 

let the oppressed go free 

and fill your Church with power from on high. 

Gather your people from the ends of the earth 

to feast with Our Lady, Giles and all your saints 

at the table in your kingdom, 

where the new creation is brought to perfection 

in Jesus Christ our Lord; 

by whom, and with whom, and in whom, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, 

for ever and ever. 

 

Amen. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 
Rejoicing in the presence of God here among us,  

as our Saviour taught us, so we pray 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

the power and the glory, 

for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

Breaking of the Bread 
The president breaks the consecrated bread.  

We break the bread of life, 

and that life is the light of the world. 

God here among us, 

light in the midst of us, 

bring us to light and life. 

 

Agnus Dei 
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon us. 

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, grant us thy peace. 
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Giving of Communion 
The president says the invitation to communion. 

 Jesus is the lamb of God 

Who takes away the sin of the world. 

Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 

Lord I am not worthy to receive you, 

But only say the word, and I shall be healed. 

The president and people receive communion.  

The body of Christ broken for you. Amen. 

All who usually receive communion in their own churches are welcome to do so here.  
If you would like to receive a blessing, please carry this service order and keep your hands 
at your sides. Please come forward as the sides-people direct.  

We receive Holy Communion (or a blessing) standing and in silence with outstretched 
hands, and then return to our place.  

Organ Voluntary 
 

Choir -   
O holy night    Adolphe-Charles Adam 

 

Choir -   
O little one sweet - J.S.Bach 
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Prayer after Communion 
The  fifth and final candle of the advent wreath is lit, and then the following is said: 

Blessed are you, sovereign Lord, King of Peace: 

to you be praise and glory for ever. 

The new light of your incarnate Word 

gives gladness in our sorrow, 

and a presence in our isolation. 

Fill our lives with your light, 

until they overflow  

with gladness and praise. 

Blessed be God for ever. 

Amen. 

The Blessing and Dismissal 
The Lord be with you 

And also with you. 

May the Father, 

who has loved the eternal Son 

from before the foundation of the world, 

shed that love upon you his children. 

Amen.  

May Christ, 

who by his incarnation gathered into one things earthly and heavenly, 

fill you with joy and peace. 

Amen. 

May the Holy Spirit, 

by whose overshadowing Mary became the God-bearer, 

give you grace to carry the good news of Christ. 

Amen. 

And the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you always. 

Amen. 

Go in peace to proclaim the Word made flesh. 

In the name of Christ. Amen. 
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 Hymn    (30)  

O come, all ye faithful, 

joyful and triumphant, 

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 

come and behold Him, 

born the King of angels: 

 O come, let us adore Him, 

 O come, let us adore Him, 

 O come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord! 

God of God,  

Light of light. 

Lo! He abhors not the Virgin’s womb; 

very God, 

begotten, not created: 

 O come, let us adore Him… 

Sing, choirs of angels, 

sing in exultation, 

sing, all ye citizens of heaven above: 

'Glory to God 

in the highest:' 

 O come, let us adore Him… 

Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, 

born this happy morning, 

Jesu, to thee be glory given; 

Word of the Father, 

now in flesh appearing: 

 O come, let us adore Him… 
 Latin 18th Century, Tr. Frederick Oakeley and others  

The clergy and people depart. 

Organ Voluntary 
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A Further Update From December 8th 2021 

 

Following the latest update from the UK Government and Church of 

England, all are now required to wear masks whilst entering, leaving or 

moving around the church building (including the Centre spaces), unless 

exempt or aged under11.   

• Hand sanitizer stations will continue to be available and their use 

encouraged.  

• The wearing of masks throughout services (including the singing of 

hymns) is required for the congregation. 

• It is still permissible for those leading worship, or singing in groups or 

choirs to remove masks for these purposes. 

• We will continue following a one-way system for coming up for 

communion and moving around church.  

• Doors will continue to be opened at certain points during worship in 

order to improve ventilation. Please wrap up if you are near to an exit. 

• If you would like seat spaces left between you and the next person, 

please take a card(s) from reception to place on the seats beside you. 

Strict socially distanced seating will be retained in the balcony.  

• The physical sharing of the peace with family seated alongside you is 

fine.   

• We will continue to retain only taking communion in one kind. 

• The collection will remain as a basket/plate placed near the north door.  

• When seated in the café taking refreshments, masks are not required, 

but they are for movement around the café. 

• The above information applies to all other services in church, including 

funerals and baptisms. 

• Masks are to be worn for any group meetings in the building and when 

working closely with others in the kitchen area. 

 


